	Water and Sewer Service Area Categories Table

	Service Area Categories
	Category Definition and General Description
	Service Comments

	W‑1 and S‑1
	Areas served by community (public) systems which are either existing or under construction. ( This may include properties or areas for which community system mains are not immediately available or which have not yet connected to existing community service.
	Properties designated as categories 1 and 3 are eligible to receive public water and/or sewer service.

New development and properties needing the replacement of existing wells or septic systems are generally required to use public service.  Properties with wells or septic systems on interim permits are required to connect to public service within one year of its availability.

Where water and/or sewer mains are financed under the front foot benefit system, WSSC will assess front foot benefit charges for mains abutting these properties unless the property has a functioning well and/or septic system.  WSSC provides public water and sewer service throughout the county, except where service is provided by systems owned by the City of Rockville or the Town of Poolesville.

	W‑2 and S‑2
	Categories W-2 and S-2 are not used in the Montgomery County Water and Sewer Plan.  (State(s definition: Areas served by extensions of existing community and multi-use systems which are in the final planning stages.)
	

	W-3 and S-3
	Areas where improvements to or construction of new community systems will be given immediate priority and service will generally be provided within two years or as development and requests for community service are planned and scheduled.
	

	W-4 and S-4
	Areas where improvements to or construction of new community systems will be programmed for the three- through six-year period. ( This includes areas generally requiring the approval of CIP projects before service can be provided.
	WSSC will not serve properties designated as categories 4 or 5, but will work to program water and/or sewer projects needed to serve these areas.  Permits for new wells and/or septic systems for category 4 properties will be interim permits.  (See above for further information.)  MCDEP may require that development proceeding on interim wells and septic systems in category 4 areas also provide dry water and sewer mains and connections.

Where water and/or sewer mains are financed under the front foot benefit system, WSSC will assess front foot benefit charges for abutting properties designated as category 4 unless the property has a functioning well and/or septic system.  WSSC will not assess front foot charges for properties designated as category 5.

	W-5 and S-5
	Areas where improvements to or construction of new community systems are planned for the seven- through ten-year period. ( This category is frequently used to identify areas where land use plans recommend future service staged beyond the scope of the six-year CIP planning period.
	

	W-6 and S-6
	Areas where there is no planned community service either within the ten-year scope of this plan or beyond that time period.  This includes all areas not designated as categories 1 through 5. ( Category 6 includes areas that are planned or staged for community service beyond the scope of the plan(s ten-year planning period, and areas that are not ever expected for community service on the basis of adopted plans.
	WSSC will neither provide service to nor assess front foot benefit charges for properties designated as category 6.  Development in category 6 areas is expected to use private, on-site systems.  


Please note that the County does not necessarily assign water and sewer categories in tandem (i.e. W-3 and S-3, or W-5 and S-5), due to differences in water and sewer service policies or to actual water or sewer service availability.  Therefore, it is important to know both the water and sewer service area categories for a property.

