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Governance
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Robert Sumwalt

• Independent Federal agency

• Reports directly to Congress

• No regulatory authority

• Composed of five Board Members

• ~420 full time staff

• ~ $110 million budget
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On-scene Highway Investigations

• Typically on-scene 

• Within 12 to 24 hrs

• For 7 to 10 days

• We work with:

• Law enforcement

• Motor carriers

• State highway 

organizations

• Vehicle and component 

manufacturers
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NTSB and vulnerable road users

• 1970s – safety studies on pedestrians and 
bicyclists

• Accident investigations

• 2013 – Safety studies on single unit trucks

• 2016-2017 – Safety studies on speeding

• 2015-2017 – Pedestrian safety

• 2018-2019 – Safety studies on bicyclist safety
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Pedestrian safety special investigations
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2016 Public Forum
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/events/Pages/2016_pedestrian_FRM.aspx
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Understanding 

pedestrian safety

Planning safer streets 

for pedestrians

Enhancing pedestrian 

safety through design 

and countermeasures

Improving pedestrian 

safety through vehicle 

technology



15 Pedestrian Investigations

• Occurred between April 2016 – November 2016

• 2 Investigators “launched”

• Documented crash scenes

• Computational photography, digital processing

• Completed data collection forms

• Interviewed witnesses

• Met w/ local law enforcement
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Accident investigations and data analysis
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• Vehicle-based improvements

• Vehicle headlight performance

• Vehicle physical design

• Collision Avoidance Technologies

• Infrastructure Improvements

• Pedestrian Safety Action Plans

• Expanding Local Site-Specific Planning Actiivities

Safety Issues focused in the Special 

Investigative Report 



Safety Issues focused in the Special 

Investigative Report

• Data design and collection

• Pedestrian Exposure Data

• Crash data for system development and 

research

• Improved Aggregated Event Data
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Other Elements of Special Investigative Report

• Short summary of each crash investigation

• Pedestrian Crash Investigation Form

• Pedestrian Safety Forum Participants

• Directions for accessing the Docket for full 

investigative reports
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Current Status: Open, Await Response



So what does this mean for Montgomery County?

• MoCo can adopt any NTSB recommendation and 

implement it locally, even if the Feds or State have not 

moved on the recommendation

• MoCo PBTSAC can use NTSB findings and 

recommendations to bolster justification in resource 

requests

• PBTSAC can advocate for recommended legislation, 

or educate law makers on recommendations
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Connect with NTSB

@NTSB

@NTSBgov

linkedin.com/company/NTSB/

@NTSBgov

Favorite Podcast Platform




