
 

 
 

 
 

             
    
 
 
 

 

CODE INTERPRETATION/POLICY 
 

Code/Year 
 

Montgomery Code Chapter 22 

 

Section of Code 
 

22-98 

Title of Code Section/Subsection/Policy 
 

Roofing Materials 

 

Statement/Background of Issue: 
 

The code prohibits a person, homeowners' association, building owner, lot owner, or shareholder from 
requiring the owner of any building to install any roof material that does not have a Class A fire rating or 
equivalent, as issued by a recognized independent testing organization. The term "roof material" is not  

defined by the section. 

 

 

Division Interpretation/Policy: 

 

 The term "roof material" refers to the outermost layer of roof covering. Roof material does not include any 
supplemental roofing component that serves to augment the outermost roof covering by means of 
enhancing its intrinsic physical, chemical, or architectural properties. The fire resistance classification of 
any roof material is not increased by supplemental roofing components. Specifically excluded from the 
definition of roof material is any combination of materials and/or underlayment that reasonably could be 
construed as a "roof system," "roof assembly," or any other roofing variation that is not a single, stand-
alone roof covering of either natural or synthetic origin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpretation/Policy No. 

 
FPCC 19-2018 

Date 

 
11-06-2018 

Division Chief  
 

 
 

Hemal Mustafa 

 
 

 

 

Department of Permitting Services 
Division of Fire Prevention and Fire Code Compliance 

255 Rockville Pike, 2nd Floor, Rockville, Maryland 20850 
 


