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EAST COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD (ECCAB) 
Wednesday December 3, 2025 Meeting Summary

Attendees: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk152930021]Board Members: Fisseha Adugna, LaTonya Brooks, George Brown, Radwan Chowdhury, Ken Flemmer, Metassebia Kefelegn, Elizabeth Kelly, Peter Myo Khin, Len Newman, Tina Oyeniya, Mark Pharaoh, Susan Price, Kimberly Price-Evans, Calandra Tate Moore, and Dan Wilhelm. Board Members Absent: Sheala Durant, BJ Dawkins, Porsche Vanderhorst
· Regional Office Staff: Jewru Bandeh, Cicero Salles, and Ayanna King.
· Guests: Senator Craig Zucker, Delegate Bernice Mireku-North, Delegate Ann Kaiser, Delegate David Moon, Chris Howe-Smith, Chris Wilhelm, Joseph Gelula, Erik Copeland, Sharon Brown, Rob Richardson, Ken Jones, and Ed Weiler.  
Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. by chair Radwan Chowdhury. Everyone introduced themselves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163394368][bookmark: _Hlk158389403]Approval of Meeting Minutes: The summary for the November 5, 2024 meeting minutes was approved without any objections. 

Montgomery County Police Department Update: Director Jewru Bandeh, announced the police could not attend the meeting because one officer was sick and another had a prescheduled commitment. 
Presentation: Three of the State Legislators from District 14 presented legislation each is working on for the session that starts on January 14. They also wanted to hear from the ECCAB about issues they should be addressing. The representatives indicated they were focusing on the following:
· Delegate Mireku-North.  She is on the Ways and Means Committee. The degree to which the budget needs to be adjusted to address the projected short-fall will be better known in a month with the next revenue projection. She is encouraging economic development and health care support for WSSC employers who experience a work suspension. 
· Senator Zucker. He indicated that Delegate Queen will be stepping down at the end of the 2026 session. He identified several projects that received state funds last session, including Viva White Oak, Cloverly/Galway Parks, street lights along US29, and the skate park. He indicated that some 15 thousand federal employees in the state had lost their job as well as many contractor personnel. Those job losses and the ripple effect on tax revenue and reduced federal grants have resulted in a projected $3billion funding issue for next year. The rainy-day fund can be used to cover part of that, but a $1billion shortfall would remain. Last year the legislature faced a similar problem with the result that they reduced expenditure by $2billion and raised $1billion additional revenue. 
· Delegate Kaiser. She indicated her family recently moved to Brookeville. She is teaching at the University of Maryland on public leadership and ethics. See indicated that part of the conflicts occurring in our society is that we no longer engage with each other. She has her students attend a meeting of a group they detest and have one-on-one conversation with someone from that group. She indicated students learn that while they disagree on some issues that they agree on many others. In the legislature she is working to modernize state computer systems and to get the different systems to use common criteria for a given subject and to share information. She is also encouraging improved public mental health by forcing insurance companies to update their lists of service providers so the public knows who they can contact.
The following issues were raised by the ECCAB and public:
· Fisseha Adugna: Concerned about traffic safety on MD198 in the commercial area between Old Columbia Pike and US29. Later in the meeting, Pharaoh suggested that once the Burtonsville Access Road is complete (now under construction) and businesses on the north side have access to it, left turns on MD198 should be prohibited. A low-cost temporary solution would be to install jersey barriers
· [bookmark: _Hlk215735405]Ken Flemmer: Concerned about the reduction in doctors listed in Physician Care
· Peter Myo-Khin: Suggested that more funding will be needed for the new Montgomery College East County Campus. Senator Zucker indicated that the state has already provided funds to get started and that the county/college is not asking for additional funds this year in their priority list. (Note the current county Capital Improvements Program has $60M in it, which based upon our understanding half comes from the state. More funding will be surely be needed in the future.)
· Peter Myo-Khin: Indicated WeAchieve (i.e. former CHI center) needs funds for a new roof. Senator Zucker indicated he has frequent contact with the director and she has not indicated such a need.
· Peter Myo-Khin: Indicated funds are needed to support the improvements at US29/Old Columbia Pike with Tech Rd and Industrial Parkway. Tina Oyeniya voiced concern about the current configuration being unsafe, especially for those needing to cross US29.  Dan Wilhelm voiced concern that the county proposed improvements don’t address the needs of Viva White Oak, the safety needs expressed above and the needs of those who live south of Industrial Pkwy to access US29 in a direct safe manner. Both the state and county must jointly approve any design. Note that Viva White Oak has indicated they will make improvements are part of Phase 1 Tax Incremental Financing (TIF). Chris Wilhelm indicated that Councilmember Mink wants a CIP to build the Department of Transportation design for Old Columbia Pike/Prosperity Drive (Cherry Hill Road to Stewart Lane). The Department of Transportation design is acceptable as recommended by the Planning Board except at those two intersections. Rather than a state funding issue, this is more of a design issue. The state representatives indicated they have periodic meetings with State Highway Administration, and the next one is on December 11, and they will bring it up to them. 
· Dan Wilhelm reminded the state representatives about the problem of long wait times in hospital ERs. This is especially true at the White Oak Medical Center (WOMC). The most pressing need at many state hospitals is for additional beds. This is especially true at WOMC which currently needs 70 additional beds and with Viva White Oak they that need will substantially more.  WOMC has operated continuously over 100% bed occupancy since it opened in 2019. After beds are provided, the issue will likely become staffing. Dan referenced the ongoing state study into the issue and that he felt that the November 2025 interim report didn’t adequately address the shortage of bed issues. Del Kaiser indicated the long wait problem has been known for some time and the purpose of the study is to identify all the actions that need to be taken on this very complex issue. She also indicated that Maryland has the longest wait time of any state. Newman also indicated that this problem impacts ambulance response time since they can wait at the hospital an hour or more before transported patients can be accepted into the ER.  
Jewru Bandeh thanked the state representatives for their partnership with the community to address our issues. 
ECCAB Committee Reports:
Chair Radwin indicated that the council will be having a public hearing concerning the Viva White Oak TIF on January 13 at 1:30 and we need to testify. A motion was made, seconded and passed without any objection that Peter Myo Khin would testify in support of the TIF. 
Chair Radwin indicated that state representatives from District 20 could not attend the meeting today and that there was a suggestion to invite them to a joint committee meeting on December 10 so we could hear from them and tell them our proposals for the upcoming session.  The board accepted this suggested. 
Peter Myo Khin gave a quick report for the Planning and Economic Committee that the construction of the Burtonsville Access Road is well under way.
Mark Pharaoh gave a quick report for the Quality of Life/Science Committee that after school programs are being duplicated in that some schools and recreation centers both offer them and are targeting the same children with the result that neither program is full.
County Reports:
Jewru Bandeh, regional director, reported the following:
· Thanked Tina Oyeniyn for providing cookies and brownies from Chick-fil-A.
· The Montgomery County Council elected Natali Fani-González as President and Marilyn Balcombe as Vice President on Tuesday. 
· There will be a workshop for prior federal employees looking for a new job at the Silver Spring Gov’t Center on Dec 17. 
· The Silver Spring Chamber will be meeting with District 14 reps on Dec 8 in the DARCARS conference room.
· DOT is holding a forum on December 8 at 6:30 at the White Oak Middle School on the proposed Flex Route 918. Flex Route 918 will provide peak-period on-demand transit service to the Ednor, Sandy Spring, Norwood, and Cloverly communities, as well as New Hampshire Avenue between Maryland Route 108 and the White Oak Transit Center.
Chris Howe-Smith, Councilmember Glass’ office, indicated the councilmember will hold a forum concerning pedestrian safety in Rockville on January 10. Some 600 people are struct each year. 
Chris Wilhelm, Councilmember Mink’s office. provided information above under the discussion about Old Columbia Pike/US29 intersections. In addition, he provided information that the Fairland Park.  Construction is underway for the Artificial Turf Field Renovation/Expansion and for the Mini-Refresher at the northern end with Court Conversion, Lighting, ADA Improvements, and Parking Lot Renovation In up-coming projects, they will renovate the northern-end Restroom Building, renovate the playground and build a new skate park, which is currently in the early planning phase. 
Joseph Gelula, Councilmember Sayles’ office, talked about food deserts in some areas and the need for farmer’s markets. 
Erik Copeland, Recreation Department, indicated the council will be holding an interview with a candidate for the Recreation Department Director. He also indicated there will be a seasonal concert at the Good Hope Rec Center on December 6. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02.
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