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EAST COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD (ECCAB) 
Wednesday June 4, 2025 Meeting Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk152930021]Board Members Present: Fisseha Adugna, LaTonya Brooks, George Brown, Radwan Chowdhury, BJ Dawkins, Roberta Goldberg, Metassebia Kefelegn, Peter Myo Khin, Len Newman, Tina Oyeniya, Mark Pharaoh, Susan Price, Calandra Tate Moore, and Dan Wilhelm. Board Members Absent: Sheala Durant, Rachael Evans, Ken Flemmer, and Kimberly Price-Evans
Present: Lt. Rebecca Innocenta, Chris Wilhelm, Erik Copeland, Michelle Campbell, Karla Silvestre, Sharon Brown, Ken Jones, Margie Goergen-Rood, and Ed Weiler. At the beginning Robin Riley, Adriane Clutter, Jewel Lyons and a number of staff from the Department of Recreation were in attendance. 
County Regional Office Staff Present: Jewru Bandeh, Cicero Salles, and Ayanna King.
Farewell/Recognition for Robin Riley. Robin is retiring at the end of June after serving 41 years within the Department of Recreation (44 years if summer part-time work is counted). Acting Director Adriane Clutter was also in attendance. There were speeches by Jewru Bandeh, Peter Myo Khin, and Adriane Clutter thanking Robin for her years of service to East County and the entire county (retiring as Director). Robin often attended the ECCAB meetings since she lives nearby. 
Welcome and Introductions. The meeting was called to order at 7:26 p.m. by chair Peter Myo Khin, after the Robin Riley Farewell activity. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163394368][bookmark: _Hlk158389403]Approval of Meeting Summary: The summary for the May 7, 2024 meeting was approved without any objections. 

Montgomery County Police, District 3: Lt. Innocenta gave the following update:
· A homicide took place on May 15 and an arrest has been made.
· A child fell from the 15th story of the Enclave and survived only with a broken leg by landing on bushes. She warned that parents need to guard against falls from balconies and open windows.
· An arrest was made after a traffic stop in the Castle Blvd area.
· Two men were shooting at each other in the Stewart Lane area on May 20 at approximately 10AM. Both men were arrested within 20 minutes of the police arriving. The guns were recovered, both illegal. 
· There was a domestic situation where a child was kidnaped in Burtonsville, which has been resolved.
· Police are looking for the parents of a child who was found running down New Hampshire Ave. 
Presentation: 
Eric Friedman gave an overview of his department, Office of Consumer Protection. He made the following points:
· The department was formed in 1971.
· Unlike State and Federal Offices, the county office will handle cases from individuals.
· They provide the following services: license some types of businesses, enforce laws, investigate complaints, educate consumers & businesses, work to prevent scams, mediate conflicts, and resolve disputes. 
· They handle complaints about retail purchases, advertising & warranties, auto repair & sales, home improvement, towing and much more.
Recommended FY26 Capital Improvement Program Items:
The recommended items for the FY26 CIP budget from the May 5th Executive’s East County Community Forum were reviewed by the Executive Committee, as decided by the ECCAB at its May 5 meeting. Appropriate new items that affect East County were added to the list of ongoing CIP projects found on the OMB web site. The list had been circulated to the Board before this meeting to collect comments and changes. The final list was reviewed by the Board and approved at this June 4 meeting.  
Before the vote, there was a question about the need for an MCPS boundary study for the Northeast Consortium. One reason is that a number of children do not attend their neighborhood school but rather pass other schools to reach their assigned school after a long trip (up to half an hour). The other reason is to determine which schools will receive students from Viva White Oak. 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF).
The County Executive had sent a request to the Council to create a TIF District and program for Viva White Oak (VWO). Peter Myo Kin indicated that he needed the Board to authorize him to testify in favor of the TIF concept and a TIF district at the June 10 Council hearing. There was discussion including the following points:
· All the property within VWO is owned by Global LifeSci Development Corp (GLDC). The old WSSC Site II had been transferred from the county to GLDC years ago.
· The TIF is not dependent upon County appropriations, will not constitute debt of the County, and will use the incremental values created by MCB’s (the developer) development efforts as the funding source to pay back the bond purchasers.
· The result of TIF program will be lower borrowing cost for MCB. The funds will be used for public infrastructure, which is often built using county/state/federal funds.
· Chris Wilhelm, Council Mink’s Chief-of-Staff, indicated that his understanding is that the program details will be worked out over the summer and into September. Thus, the testimony at this stage concerns the creation of the district and supporting the program concept.
After the discussion, it was moved and seconded to authorize Peter to testify. The motion was   approved without any objections. 

Jewru Bandeh reported the following:
· A reminder to everyone that there will be no ECCAB meetings in July or August. However, there will be a retreat in before the September 3rd meeting.
· He had received the applications for open Board positions. A subcommittee will review the applications and interview candidates over the summer. The list of recommended candidates will then be returned to the Executive for his decision and then sent to the council for approval.
· This was the last meeting for Roberta Goldberg (term limited). Jewru, Peter and others thanked her for her many years of very active Board service.
· The Council approved in May the Operating and Capital Budgets.
· The Planning Board approved three plans for VWO: Sketch Plan, Preliminary Plan Amendment & Forest Conservation Plan. These approvals will allow MCB to proceed with getting permits and building the three master planned roads and other infrastructure. 
· A Federal Career Center was approved as part of Work Force Montgomery.  Within the County, there are some 70K federal employees and another 50K contractor employees who support the federal government. 

Erik Copeland, Recreation Department, indicated that this is an activity-filled summer. See the May minutes for some of those events. White Oak Day is scheduled for this Saturday, June 7th.

Chris Wilhelm, Councilmember Kristin Mink’s Office, reported that the Council had approved funding for a dental clinic in East County. Also, two positions were approved for the Office of Consumer Protection to help address problems with landlords/tenant leases in East County.

Cicero Salles reported that groundbreaking had occurred for the new Burtonsville Elementary School and Burtonsville Access Road.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:56 pm. 
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