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EAST COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD

September 22, 2025

The Honorable Marc Elrich
Montgomery County Executive
Executive Office Building
101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Mr. Elrich,

The East County Citizens Advisory Board (ECCAB) strongly supports the Viva White Oak (VWO) development and endorses the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) as a viable mechanism to fund the essential infrastructure required for its success. We affirm our support for the Phase 1 projects outlined in the Montgomery County Planning Board’s staff report and emphasize the importance of identifying and planning for Phase 2 infrastructure now to ensure the long-term viability of this transformative development in East County.

Key Recommendations
· ECCAB urges the Planning Board to conduct a comprehensive project identification to identify all infrastructure projects necessary to support VWO, funding-source neutral to maintain alignment with the White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan and to secure complete project completion feasibility.

· The 2017 Local Area Transportation Improvement Program (LATIP) is previously adopted program and insufficient for the scale of VWO. While bikeways and sidewalks enhance short-distance mobility, the development demands expanded transit and roadway capacity. US29 and Cherry Hill Road—the only access points—are currently congested and will be overwhelmed without significant upgrades.

· ECCAB recommends a four-corridor integrated Bus Rapid Transit system to connect VWO with surrounding employment and residential centers. These four corridors would be: the existing US29 BRT (Blue), a modified US 29 BRT (Orange) route, the planned Randolph Road BRT, and the planned New Hampshire Avenue BRT. This network would serve key destinations including VWO’s residential and commercial areas, White Oak Medical Center, Food and Drug Administration, Montgomery College, and key employment centers along the lower Rt. 355 corridor in the western part of the county. ECCAB requests funding for Montgomery County Department of Transportation to conduct alternatives study to align with VWO’s development schedule.

· We propose additional turn lanes at Cherry Hill Road and Broadbirch Drive and also at the Cherry Hill Road and Calverton Blvd intersections coordinated with Cherry Hill Bikeway construction to minimize disruption and cost.
· Treat the intersections at US 29-Industrial Blvd-Old Columbia Pike and those at Old Columbia Pike-US29-Tech Road-Prosperity Drive as integrated nexus points that need to be considered as unified intersection entities within themselves.

· Treat the intersections at US 29-Industrial Blvd-Old Columbia Pike and those at Old Columbia Pike-US29-Tech Road-Prosperity Drive as integrated nexus points that need to be considered as unified intersection entities within themselves.

· Design Industrial Parkway enhancements to align physically with the internal road design of the road to be built from FDA Blvd to Industrial Parkway for a seamless roadway design

In conclusion, ECCAB believes these recommendations will ensure that VWO’s infrastructure is equipped to support its projected growth and regional significance. We appreciate the Planning Board’s continued leadership and look forward to collaborative progress on this vital East County initiative.



Sincerely,
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Peter Myo Khin
Chair, East County Citizens Advisory Board

					
Cc: Montgomery County Planning Board Chair, Artie Harrs,
Kate Stewart, County Council President/Councilmembers
       D5 County Council Member Kristin Mink     
       Jewru Bandeh, Director, ECRS Office
       Chris Conklin, Director, MCDOT
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