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COMPLIANCE 
Federal 

Law
•National Voter Registration Act (NVRA
•Help America Vote Act (HAVA)

State 
Law

COMAR •State 
Regulation

•Constitution of Maryland
•Election Law Article



CANCELLATION WITHOUT CONFIRMATION
• Voter Request
• Notice of registration from another State

Address
Change

• Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
• Social Security Administration*Deceased

• Clerk of the District and Circuit Court* Felon

• Jury Commission*Non-Citizen
*Cancel la t ion  occur s  two weeks  a f te r  not i f icat ion  sent



VOTER REQUEST 
FOR 

CANCELLATION



CONFIRMATION PRIOR TO CANCELLATION

• National Change of Address (NCOA)
• Return Mail (Sample Ballot, Polling Place Change Notification)
• Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC)
• Jury Commission

Address Change

• Jury Commission
• Other Sources

Deceased



RETURN MAIL



ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)
• Maryland joined in 2013
• 26 States and District of Columbia share information
• Comparison list is processed every other month
• Has improved the efficiency of List Maintenance
• Social Security Administration records and National 

Change of Address implemented in March 2017



List of voters who appeared on 
more than one data source

District of 
Columbia 

Data

Virginia & 
24 other 
States 
Data

Maryland 
Data



CONFIRMATION PROCESS 
• Confirmation notice is sent to the new address 
• Voter is made inactive after two weeks if no response is 

received
• Remains inactive for two Federal General Elections
• Inactive voters are cancelled if they fail to vote in the two 

subsequent Federal Elections
• Confirmation process is suspended 90 days prior to every 

federal election - No voters can be made inactive during 
this time.



INACTIVE VOTERS
• Retain all the same rights as active 

voters
• Still appear in the poll book
• Vote a standard ballot at the polls 

upon written confirmation of current 
address

• Address corrections are documented  
using the Voter Update form

• Address change:
– Same Day Registration during early 

voting 
– Provisional Ballot on election day



Voter cancelled
(12/30/2022) 

Failure to vote in 2 subsequent federal elections

Voter made inactive
(02/25/2019)

Confirmation postcard sent
(02/10/2019)

Sample ballot mailing returned 
(10/15/2018)



REACTIVATION

Votes in any 
County or 
Statewide 
Election

Updates 
voter record 

or signs 
petition

Submits an 
application 

for absentee 
ballot 



LIST MAINTENANCE 
OBSTACLES

Deaths 
Outside of 
Maryland

1
College 
Students 

2
Transient 

Population

3
Large 

Volume of 
Changes

4



CURRENT STATUS
• 57,395 Inactive Voters
• 9,960 Active 16 & 17 y/o Registered Voters
• 3,171 Military and Overseas Voters
• Cancellations/Subtractions since June 2015: 171,942
• Confirmations sent since June 2015: 235,602
• NCOA via ERIC is processed every 2 months 
• Changes take up to four years to see 
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