






























ABSENTEE BALLOT INFORMATION 
(HOW TO, TRENDS, COUNTING) 

An Interesting History…..Absentee (or voting by mail) voting goes back a long way.  In fact it 
all began during the Civil War when the first absentee ballots were allowed by the North for the 
soldiers and sailors.  Universal absentee voting began in 1978.  Prior to 1978, absentee ballots 
were available only to the ill and disabled, those who lived too far from the polls and other 
special circumstances.  As a result of the change in legislation allowing any person unable to 
vote in their polling place on Election Day to vote by mail, it has become a very popular means 
to cast a ballot.  For the 2012 General Election 44,948 vote by mail ballots were requested and 
38,938 vote by mail ballots were cast; for the 2014 General Election 17,127 vote by mail ballots 
were requested and 13,731 were cast. 

Vote by mail ballots may be requested in one of three ways: 
By letter to the Montgomery Board of Elections, P.O. Box 10159, Rockville, MD 20849-
10159;
By downloading the absentee voting application from the Board’s website, www.777vote.org
and either mailing it to the P.O. Box listed above or faxing it to 240-777-8590; or
In person at the Gaithersburg office – 18753 N. Frederick Avenue, Suite 210, Gaithersburg,
Maryland  20879.

You may now also choose how you want to receive your vote by mail ballot.  Election 
officials can mail or fax your ballot to you, or you may download your ballot from the States’ 
website at 
http://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/2014_Absentee_Ballot_Application_English.pdf
or, for a Spanish ballot, 
http://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_Application_Spanish.pdf .  
When you request a ballot, you pick how you want to receive your ballot.  If you want to 
download the ballot, make sure you provide your email address.  Ballots are sent or posted to 
the website approximately three weeks before an election.  If you want to download your ballot, 
we will send you an email when your ballot is ready.  The email will include your ballot tracking 
number and a link where you can print your ballot and instructions for completing it and 
returning it to the Board of Elections.  You must enter the ballot tracking number to access your 
vote by mail ballot. Once your ballot is completed, it shall be mailed or hand delivered to the 
Board of Elections. 

The following provides a list of remedies if you apply for a vote by mail ballot and have 
not received it within a week after mailing your application: 

Request a replacement vote by mail ballot be mailed;
Vote at the Board of Elections during the absentee voting period (from 29 days prior to the
election through election day);
Vote at your neighborhood polling location.

Under special circumstances a voter may request an emergency vote by mail ballot from April 
19 - 26, for the Primary Election, and November 1 - 8 for the General Election.  The Board of 
Elections office will be open during the hours noted below.  For additional information regarding 
this service, or any questions regarding vote by mail voting, you may call 240-777-8500
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

PRIMARY ELECTION: GENERAL ELECTION: 
Weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
April 14 - 21, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. October 27 – November 3, from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, April 2, 9, and 23, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays, October 15, 22, and November 5,   

from Noon to 4 p.m.  
Sundays, April 10 & 24, from Noon to 4 p.m. Sundays, October 23 and November 6, from 

Noon to 4 p.m. 









































 

       
 

For Immediate Release:  October 17, 2016 
 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY VOTERS:  
CHECK YOUR MAIL FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED SAMPLE BALLOT 
 
Early voting starts October 27. Not sure where to vote or what choices will be on the ballot? 
Check your mail. If you are registered to vote, the Montgomery County Board of Elections is 
mailing you a personalized sample ballot, along with all of the information you will need to vote 
in the 2016 Presidential Election, depending on which political party you are registered with and 
where you live.  Don’t mistake it for junk mail - the sample ballot is an 8 ½ x 11 booklet and has 
information on Early Voting locations on the front cover and your Election Day polling place on 
the back cover. 
 
Review your sample ballot carefully for the following information: 

 The locations of the Montgomery County Early Voting Centers where you may choose to 
cast your ballot between October 27 and November 3;  

 The location of your assigned polling place on Election Day – November 8; 

 Instructions on how to use the new paper based, digital image scan voting system; 

 Directions on how to review your choices prior to casting a ballot; 

 Pictures of the actual ballot; 
 

Take the time to carefully read this information so you are familiar with it before you get to your 
polling place. To facilitate the voting process, the Board of Elections encourages you to mark 
your sample ballot in advance and take it with you – it saves you time. 
 
The County’s Early Voting Centers will be open from Thursday, October 27 through Thursday, 
November 3, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. During Early Voting, the Board of Elections encourages 
voters to visit our website – www.777vote.org – to view the wait time scroll bar and for voting 
locations and information. 
 
On Election Day, November 8, many people will vote during the peak hours, you may want to 
avoid voting during these hours:   7 a.m. to 9 a.m., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  To 
avoid the longest lines you may want to vote outside of these hours. 
 
For more information, call 240-777-VOTE, visit www.777vote.org, our mobile friendly website at 
m.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections, the Maryland State Board of Elections’ website at 
http://elections.state.md.us, or follow the Montgomery County Board of Elections on Facebook 
or Twitter. 
 

Your Time, Your Voice, Your Vote! 
 

Media Contact:  Marjorie Roher, 240-777-8625 


















































































