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Welcome - The Mental Health Advisory Committee (MHAC) was called to order
at 7:01 pm by MHAC member Susan Kerin. She chaired the first part of the
meeting and then Libby Nealis, Committee Chair took over convening the
meeting. There was not a quorum.

FY-26 Budget — Sara Rose with the LBHA and Monica Martin with Behavioral
Health and Crisis Services (BHCS) provided updates on the FY-26 budget. Both
noted that they have strived for stable funding and also to cover services that
were covered through grants that have now ended. Monica also shared the
recent powerpoint presentation to the County Council related to Public Health
services.

Homelessness and Mental Health Issues — Christine Hong, Chief of Services
to End and Prevent Homelessness discussed Montgomery County housing and
mental health issues. Her program works closely with BHCS in providing a
continuum of care programs. She noted that there has been a 3-fold increase in
the number of unhoused individuals and most of this increase are families.

Discussion on Priorities for FY-27 — The proposed priorities from the June
meeting were Community-based Peers; Expanding Advisory Responsibilities;
Medicaid for School-based Services; Unhoused populations; services for the
“sickest of the sick,” and budget cuts. We will discuss this further. Libby asked
for a meeting to be held during the summer to discuss the priorities. Diane will
email everyone.

Old Business
A. Minutes — Because there was not a quorum, the minutes were not discussed.

New Business

A. BHCS/DHHS - Monica noted that the Governor has lifted the moratorium on
new behavioral health provider enrollments for rural counties, but the
moratorium remains in effect for other counties, including Montgomery. She
also shared that there are fewer overdoses in the county.
The Crisis center now has seven Mobile Crisis teams. They recently hired
eleven new staff. The Crisis center has also hired a consultant to work on the
design for the expansion of the Crisis stabilization room. Crisis center
recently got their license and will be able to start billing Medicaid.
Monica also reported that Council president Kate Stewart had a virtual
meeting to discuss the recommendations from the in-person meeting earlier
this year on Mental health needs in Montgomery County. Councilperson
Stewarts staff will now be looking at youth engagement and mental health
needs for youth. On June 24, 2025, County Council shared a proclamation
for May is Mental Health month. Both Libby and Celia were in attendance.
Recently we received a mobile health unit. The Mobile health unit will go all
over the county to different sites to provide basic health and mental health
screenings. They will be able to provide dental services as well.
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https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=18106&meta_id=198759
https://health.maryland.gov/newsroom/Pages/MDH-lifts-pause-for-certain-behavioral-health-providers-in-specific-jurisdictions.aspx
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2025/06/25/report-fewer-overdose-deaths-in-montgomery-county-fentanyl-alcohol-remain-large-factors-in-fatalities/

VI.

VII.

VIII.

B. LBHA update — Sara shared a factsheet detailing how the Medicaid budget
cuts will impact Marylanders. Medicaid is the largest and most effective anti-
poverty program in Maryland.

Legislative committee update — we did not have time for an update
AODAAC —we did not have time for an update

Nomination for executive committee in September — Diane will send out
an email.

mo o

Upcoming Meetings — There is no meeting in August. Libby encouraged
members to suggest any other topics and speakers for the September Meeting.

Announcements - none were made

Meeting Adjourned — The MHAC meeting was adjourned at 8:51 pm.


https://health.maryland.gov/newsroom/SiteAssets/Pages/Impact-of-Potential-Medicaid-Proposals-to-Maryland-Medicaid/Maryland%20Medicaid%20Fact%20Sheet_05.13.25_232pm.pdf

