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Attendees 

 

CoA Members 

 

Barbara Selter, Chair 

Jean Dinwiddie, Past Chair and Co-Chair, Communications Committee 

Edgar Rivas, Vice Chair 

Janice Zalen, Secretary 

Richard Jourdenais, Budget Officer 

Wayne Berman, Co-Chair, Aging in Community Committee 

Monica Schaeffer, Co-Chair, Aging in Community Committee 

Neal Brown, Co-Chair, Health and Wellness Committee 

Marsha Weber, Co-Chair, Health and Wellness Committee 

Beverly Rollins, Co-Chair, Communications Committee 

Morris Klein, Co-Chair, Public Policy Committee 

Ryan Wilson, Co-Chair, Public Policy Committee 

 

Staff 

 

Patrice McGhee, HHS 

Shawn Brennan, HHS 

 
Welcome–Barbara Selter, Chair 

 

Chair Barbara Selter opened the meeting with a roll call of meeting attendees and a welcome.  

 

Commission on Aging Business 

 

Approval of October EC Meeting Minutes 

 

Committee members approved the October meeting minutes, with an amendment 

relating to the make-up of the Community for a Lifetime Award Review Panel (2 COA 

members, a COA alumnus, 1 academic and 1 County staff). 

 

Approval of Agenda for November CoA Meeting 

 

The November draft agenda was approved with minor changes. 

 

Budget Report  

 

Budget Officer Richard Jourdenais reported that there is $4,795.11 in the account.  



 

Update on Assisted Living Regulations 

 

Janice Zalen reviewed the draft regulations that the MD Department of Health will be 

considering at its next Zoom meeting on November 16.  The Public Policy Committee 

approved her recommendation that the CoA submit the following recommendations: 

• The Montgomery County CoA believes that all assisted living facilities, regardless of 

size, should have an emergency generator in order that all assisted living residents 

reside in a safe environment.  (The current draft regulation requires only residences 

with 50 or more residents to have generators.) 

• Regarding laundry, the Montgomery County CoA would add a requirement that all 

assisted living programs shall have a policy to ensure that laundry is returned to its 

proper owner.   

The EC approved these comments. 

 

On December 16, the MD Department of Health will hold its final meeting reviewing the 

entire document.  Janice Zalen will review the entire draft and prepare comments. 

 

Update on Legislative Breakfast Agenda and Package 

 

The Legislative Breakfast was rescheduled to December 16 from 9 am – 10:30 am.  The 

updated briefing book will be completed and ready to include in the packet.   

 

The CoA will ask the legislators to support an evaluation of the impact of the end of the MOU 

between the State and Montgomery County related to nursing home surveys and also to 

support a memorandum of understanding (MoU) that would turn MC nursing home surveys 

back over to MC surveyors with MC covering the entire cost.  

 

Janice Zalen agreed to write a letter to the Secretary of Health in support of this MoU and she 

will ask Leslie Frey who else the letter should be copied to.   

 

In-Person Holiday Party Update 

 

Wayne Berman reported that Cabin John Regional Park has shelters available though they 

cannot be reserved this time of year.  He offered to arrive early to ensure the Commission has 

a shelter.  A suggestion was made to hold the gathering in Wheaton Park instead and Wayne 

Berman agreed to look into that possibility. Mr. Berman also will ask if heaters are allowed 

and if so, Ms. Dinwiddie will ask her son to provide heaters. Various individuals offered to 

help with refreshments.   

 

A motion passed to hold the voluntary event on December 5 from 1 pm to 3 pm with the 

requirements that attendees must be fully vaccinated and masked.  Various individuals offered 

to help with refreshments.  The date is December 5 from 1 pm to 3 pm.  

 

Recruiting for Replacement of Term-Limited Members 

 



It was agreed that rather than suffer through the very lengthy recruitment process, the 

Commission would stay at 28 members.  

 

Buddy System Feedback 

 

Feedback was positive and it was agreed the program would continue when there are new 

Commissioners.  

 

Public Forum Topic 

 

The Public Forum will be held on May 5 at the Gaithersburg Activity Center. It was quickly 

determined that the topic would be home-and community-based services though this topic 

must be narrowed down and needs a focus.  A committee to work on the Forum and to 

narrow down the topic was formed with the following individuals:  Jean Dinwiddie, Marsha 

Weber and Wayne Berman.  Barbara Selter will ask for additional volunteers to be on the 

committee at the full Commission meeting this Thursday.     

 

Advocacy Issues 

 

• Use of ARPA funds for premium payments to home care workers during Covid 

Pandemic:  Janice Zalen, with the support of the Public Policy Committee, submitted 

the Commission’s comments to the Md. Department of Health.  

• East County Recreation Center and other senior center closings/reuse:  The 

Recreation Department lets go of senior programs rather easily. This needs to be 

addressed with Robin Riley, Recreation Department.  Barbara Selter will set up a 

meeting with Shawn Brennan, Joyce Dubrow and Kendell Matthews to discuss this 

issue.  

• Any follow-up for COA to be on record of supporting Renters Alliance: The AIC will 

put this on its agenda.  

 

AAA Report – Dr. Patrice McGhee 

• MC completed a 2-year job classification study across the County.  Several positions 

in AAA were recommended for upgrades or downgrades.  Responses to the study are 

due November 20. 

• HUBS:  Eight community-based hubs were established as part of the County’s 

pandemic response. Since the HUBS serve many older citizens, AAA will partner 

with them and provide written resources and staff.  Under a pilot program with the 

Aging & Disability and Resource Unit (ADRU), ADRU staff go to the HUBS to 

provide resources and outreach. The materials include a Resource Fact Sheet that Dr. 

McGhee will forward to Jean Dinwiddie and Beverly Rollins so that the 

Communications Committee can promote it. Also, the AIC will learn more about 

HUBS. 

• A Telehealth Study with focus group and surveys was completed and Dr. McGhee 

would like to provide the results to the CoA. Ms. Selter will work with Dr. McGhee 

to set up a time.  

 



Committee Reports 

 

Communications Committee (CC) 

 

Jean Dinwiddie reported that the CC is recording public service advertisements (PSAs) to 

advertise MC services such as free transportation.  The December 50+ in MC focuses on 

Christmas, Chanukah and maybe Kwanza.  Adopting older pets will be the theme in January.  

Senior villages will be the February theme.   

 

David Engel chairs a workgroup to review all county websites to see if the information is 

correct and up-to-date.  

 

Beverly Rollins announced that the Briefing Book is almost complete and will be available 

on-line, with a printed version for County Council.   

 

Aging in the Community (AIC) 

 

Wayne Berman reported that the AIC reviewed its past programs and what they learned over 

the past year. It will plan its 2022 agenda at its December meeting.  They would like to get 

more commissioners involved.  

 

Public Policy Committee (PP) 

 

The PP has been focused on upcoming testimony to the County, use of ARPA funds, and the 

legislative breakfast that will be held on December 16.   

 

Health and Wellness (HWC) 

 

Neal Berman reported that home care is the HWC’s major focus and that they are trying to 

hone down the topic to specific issues and asks.  Access HEARS is another priority for HWC. 

Guest speakers are planned for several of their meetings.   

 

Invited Speakers for Upcoming COA Meetings 

• December 16, 2021—Legislative Breakfast followed by a shortened CoA meeting 

including holiday greetings 

• January 27, 2022—Presentation from Age Friendly HCBS Workgroup 

• February 24, 2002—Police Reorganization (TBD) 

 

 

New Business 

• A discussion was held on tension  and rude behavior at the last Commission meeting. Odile 

Brunetto will be asked to give a brief presentation at the November Commission meeting on 

appropriate behavior according to County protocol. The need to address accessibility issues was 

also discussed..  

 



Adjourn 

Action Items 

 

• Dr. McGhee will forward the Resource Fact Sheet to Ms. Dinwiddie and Ms. Rollins, 

who will further promote it.  

• Ms. Selter and Dr. McGhee will determine an appropriate time to share the telehealth 

survey results.  

• Aging in Community Committee will learn more about Hubs.  

•  Janice Zalen will write a letter to the head of the MD Department of Health in support of a new MoU 

regarding nursing facility surveys and will talk with Leslie Frey.   

• Wayne Berman will look into the possibility of holding the in-person holiday party at 

Wheaton Park and he will also look into if heaters are allowed 

•  If heaters are allowed, Ms. Dinwiddie will ask her son to provide them.   

• Various individuals will provide refreshments for the in-person holiday party.    

• At the next full Commission meeting, Barbara Selter will ask for volunteers for 

the Public Forum Committee.  

• Barbara Selter will set up a meeting with Shawn Brennan, Joyce Dubrow and Kendell 

Matthews to discuss approaching Robin Riley re closing of senior centers and senior 

programs.  

• AIC will put on its agenda the question of whether follow-up is needed for COA to be 

on record of supporting Renters Alliance.  

 


