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State of Maryland Violent Crime 2017 vs. 2016

Violent Crime % Change
Murder 534 569 +6.5%
Rape 1,815 1,773 2%
Aggravated 15,830 17,049 -8%
Assault
Robbery 10,814 11,295 -4%

e The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program is a nationwide,
cooperative statistical effort of law enforcement agencies voluntarily reporting data on crime brought
to their attention to assist in the FBI’s ongoing assessment of crime in the Nation.3

e Prior to 2013, the UCRs defined rape, as the “carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her
will.”* This narrow definition significantly limited the offenses that reported for UCR purpose’s. In
fact, the Bureau of Justice Statistics estimated that the old definition only captured 39% of all the
sexual assault reported to law enforcement.®

e Beginning in 2013, the definition of rape was changed to “penetration, no matter how slight, of the
vagina or anus with any body part of object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person,
without the consent of the victim.”® This new definition, which removed the requirement of force and
limitation to female victims, resulted in an increase in the total number of rapes reported by law
enforcement agencies.

e Every 73 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted.’

e 54% of sexual assault victims are between that ages of 18 and 34 years’ old.®

e 1in5women and1in 71 men will be raped in their lifetime.®

e In 8 out of 10 cases of rape, the victim knew the person who sexually assaulted them.°

e 63% of sexual assaults are not reported to the police.

e In Maryland during Fiscal Year 2010, more than 10,000 new and ongoing sexual assault victims were
supported by statewide rape crisis and recovery centers with state funding.'?
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