Montgomery County Nighttime Economy Task Force

Arts & Entertainment Committee Work Plan
Main Questions

What type of arts and entertainment venues and activities will attract a variety of audiences to build and sustain a vibrant nightlife in our urban areas?

Key Topics

1. What factors impede local establishments from procuring the Enterprise License necessary to provide live entertainment?

2. What level of noise allows for nighttime outdoor events and activities that will not disturb neighboring areas?
3. How can Montgomery County address the need for a larger variety of performance venues, especially those that are suitable and affordable to smaller organizations?
4. Who are the patrons we are trying to attract? Who are we not reaching and persuading to take advantage of nightlife in urban areas, and how can we reach them?

5. How can Montgomery County support marketing and promotional efforts for the nightlife in urban areas? What resources and organizational structures are needed to successfully manage these efforts?
6. To retain talent, what resources should be made available to small business and solo entrepreneurs with arts & entertainment ventures?
Work Plan

The Arts & Entertainment Committee will use a combination of research into best practices, input from experts and community participation to address these questions and then formulate a series of recommendations to address the needs identified in the course of meetings devoted to the key topics. Guest speakers with expertise in the key topics will be invited to speak at each subcommittee meeting:

· June 25—Diane Jones, Department of Permitting Services and Clark Beil, Department of Health & Human Services, on the enterprise license

· July 23—Stan Edwards, Department of Environmental Protection, on the noise ordinance

· August 27—Kelly Groff, Convention & Visitors Bureau and Stephanie Coppula, Bethesda Urban Partnership, on marketing and promotions

· Sept. 24—TBD from either Maryland State Arts Council or Maryland Department of Business & Economic Development on arts & entertainment districts
Members

· Mike Diegel, Silver Spring Arts & Entertainment District Advisory Committee

· Megan Pagado, Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center

