Meeting of Advisory Committee on Consumer Protection

September 5, 2017
8:30 a.m.
Members present:  Bernard Rod, Wolfgang Ludwigs, Sidney Green, Nicholas Jackson, Jane Merkin
OCP Staff present: Sharon Margolis
The Agenda was adopted.

Minutes of the July meeting were approved.
Old Business
Sidney Green discussed his previous suggestion that the Committee follow up with the Community Liaisons.  He said that Corinne Yourman did speak with Tracy Rezvani, who said it was okay for the Committee to do so.  Mr. Green said he would ask Ms. Yourman to initiate the writing of a letter that can be reviewed by the Committee.  Mr. Green also noted that Jane Merkin was interested in public awareness of scams directed toward seniors.  He suggested that the Advisory Committee discuss whether it was doing the best job it could be regarding senior scams.  He recommended finding out if the County’s Senior Task Force was still active, and seeing if there was any way the Committee could assist.  Ms. Merkin also noted that the Police have a program called Keeping Seniors Safe, and suggested finding out what they are doing, as well.
New Business

Elections for Chair and Vice Chair were discussed.  Mr. Green stated that Dan Caplan had informed him that he was interested in the Chair position.  He asked others to consider whether they would be interested in the Vice Chair position.  The election will take place at the next meeting.
Office Report

OCP staff reported on statistics for the months of July and August.  In July, Retail cases topped the list of those received, followed by Home Improvement and Automotive.  In August, Home Improvement topped the list, followed by retail and Automotive.  Staff participated in the Salvadoran Festival, as well as a workshop for single parents and Montgomery College.  In a joint venture with Howard County, the office signed a contract to purchase ads in a Korean newspaper, and will also have an article each month.  The official date for OCP’s move to its temporary location has been set for October 10.
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at 8:30 a.m., at 100 Maryland Avenue, Room 255.
