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Holiday Recycling Slide Schedule 

for County-Provided Collections

After a very wet summer and early fall, the leaves are finally 
beginning to change colors and are falling from the trees.  Get 
ready to compost those leaves in your own yard.  Why compost 
leaves?  There are many good reasons:

•Leaves are a great source of carbon, an important element in the 
composting process

•Composting reduces the need to 
rake leaves and put them in paper 
lawn bags or in reusable containers 
for curbside recycling collection

•Yard trim materials are composted 
into a nutrient-rich soil amendment

•Mixing a soil amendment into your 
soil reduces run-off due to rain and 
melting snow 

•Composting reduces the need 
to purchase and use commercial 
fertilizers that can be overapplied 
and enter our waterways

Compost your yard trim 
materials today.  Help protect 
the environment and reduce the amount of yard trim materials 
set-out for recycling collection.  Reduce, reuse and recycle more 
now for cleaner land, air and water. To learn more, visit www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/yardtrim.   

           
             Alan Pultyniewicz     
           Recycling Coordinator

Think Composting

Veteran’s Day (NO CHANGE)
(Sunday, November 11, 2018)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday, 

November 12, 2018

Monday, 

November 12, 2018

Tuesday, 

November 13, 2018

Tuesday,

November 13, 2018

Wednesday,

November 14, 2018

Wednesday,

November 14, 2018

Thursday,

November 15, 2018

Thursday, 

November 15, 2018

Friday, 

November 16, 2018

Friday, 

November 16, 2018

Thanksgiving Day (CHANGE)
(Thursday, November 22, 2018)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday,

November 19, 2018

Monday,

November 19, 2018

Tuesday,

November 20, 2018

Tuesday,

November 20, 2018

Wednesday,

November 21, 2018

Wednesday,

November 21, 2018

Thursday,

November 22, 2018

Friday, 

November 23, 2018

Friday, 

November 23, 2018

Saturday, 

November 24, 2018

Remember to place your recycling 
containers at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on 
your recycling day.

Compost bins are available for 
Montgomery County, MD residents 
at no additional cost.  Visit one of 
21 locations throughout the County 
to get a compost bin and start 
composting today.



Keep It Going! Recycle More Now.

Now is the time to set-up a compost bin in your 
backyard to recycle your yard trim materials, such 
as leaves, old flowers and plant trimmings.  

Composting is a natural process in which organic 
materials, such as leaves, grass clippings and other 
garden trimmings, are recycled into a valuable soil 
amendment.  Follow these steps to start composting 
yard trim materials today. 

• Get a backyard compost 
bin from the Montgomery 
County Department of 
Environmental Protection’s 
Division of Solid Waste 
Services.  There are 21 
convenient locations 
throughout the County, 
some of which have 
evening and weekend 
hours.  For a complete list 
of locations, visit: www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
yardtrim.

• Follow the instructions provided with the 
compost bin and set it up in your backyard.

• Add yard trim materials directly into the bin.  To 
reduce odor and pests, keep all food scraps out.

• Add water to moisten the materials in your bin.

• Turn the materials in the compost bin with a 
shovel or pitchfork once or twice a month.

• Add more water to the compost bin if the pile of 
materials becomes too dry.

• In the spring, add “green” materials, which are 
materials that are high in nitrogen - such as 
grass clippings.

• Within a year, you should have a finished soil 
amendment that you can mix in with your 
garden soil or potting mix.

• For more information about backyard 
composting, visit www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/yardtrim or call 311 or 240-777-0311.  

 

The Basics of Backyard Composting

 America Recycles Day is November 15th

A nationwide initiative by:

This November 15th, in support of America Recycles Day, 
purchase items, materials and products that are made 
with recycled materials.  Look for items made with the 
highest percentage of post-consumer recycled content.  
Post-consumer recycled content means the item is made 
from materials that were purchased, used by consumers, 
and then placed in recycling bins at home, work and 
school for recycling.  Buying recycled products creates 
and ensures a demand for the materials that are recycled 
in Montgomery County.  Here are some examples of 
items that are made with recycled materials:

• Copier paper and stationary
• Folders and envelopes
• Pens and pencils
• Clothing
• Carpeting
• Toothbrushes
• Napkins and paper towels
• Recycling containers and trash cans
• And much more!

Reduce -  Reuse -  Recycle  -  Buy Recycled

Look for the “made 
with recycled 
materials” symbol 
when purchasing items  
at your favorite store.  



www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling

Recycle Right. At Home, Work and School.
Recently, you may have read or seen news stories regarding contamination mixed in with recyclable 
materials as well as China’s National Sword Policy. The materials that Montgomery County accepts for 
recycling are transported for processing to domestic recycling markets.  While China’s National Sword 
Policy has limited the ability of some jurisdictions to market their recyclable materials, this has not been 
the case for Montgomery County’s Division of Solid Waste Services. Montgomery County continues to 
market the recyclables processed at the Montgomery County Recycling Center.

However, there have been instances in which materials that should not be placed in recycling bins 
are being found mixed in with recyclable materials when the materials are delivered to the Recycling 
Center for sorting.  A list of some of these unacceptable items can be found below.  Please forward 
this information through your community newsletters or email listservs to reduce the amount of 
contamination in our recycling program.

Montgomery County has a dual stream recycling program, which has resulted in a higher quality of 
material for recycling.  This has helped us to market the recyclable materials so they are used in new 
recycled products.  Dual-stream simply means that cardboard and mixed paper are kept separate 
from bottles, cans, containers and jars.  For residents that receive County-provided recycling collection 
services, place mixed paper and cardboard boxes in the blue wheeled cart.  If you generate smaller 
amounts of paper, you can place mixed paper in a paper grocery bag or cardboard box, or bundle the 
paper with twine and place next to the blue bin.  The 22-gallon blue recycling bin is for bottles, cans, 
containers and jars.  It’s very important not to mix paper and bottles, jars, cans and containers together 
in one recycling bin to maintain the quality of the recyclable materials so we can continue to market 
them to be used again to make recycled products.

To reduce contamination and protect the health and safety of our employees who collect/sort recyclable 
materials, please DO NOT place the following materials in your mixed paper recycling cart or in 
your blue bin for curbside recycling collection: 

• Plastic bags, film or shrink wrap (these types of plastic bags and film are recyclable at almost all local 
grocery stores)

• Medical waste (syringes, plastic intravenous (IV) fluid bags, 
plastic respirator and medical equipment tubing, CPAP masks, 
gloves, etc.)

• Pesticide containers, or any containers that 
contained automotive fluids or toxic materials

• Electronic items, including monitors and 
keyboards

• Batteries

• Scrap metal items, including pots and pans

• Propane cylinders

• Plastic or wire hangers

To learn how to recycle or properly dispose of these materials, 
visit our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling 
and click on “I want to recycle or dispose of...”

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling



Montgomery County, Maryland
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Solid Waste Services
Waste Reduction and Recycling Section

Contact: Alan Pultyniewicz, Recycling Coordinator
101 Monroe Street, 6th Floor
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Website: www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling
Customer Service: Call 3-1-1 or (240) 777-0311 (outside Montgomery County) 
TTY: MD Relay 7-1-1

Tours of the Montgomery County Recycling Center for groups of 10 or more people can now be scheduled 
on-line.  Check for availability and schedule a tour today at: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/facilities/rc/tours.html

This information is available in an alternate format by calling Alan Pultyniewicz at (240) 777-6480.

  Please print on recycled and recyclable paper.

Upcoming Events

Visit our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling for details.

November, 2018 
•	 November 11, 2018: Veteran’s Day - No 

changes to County-provided collection services 
this week

•	 November 15, 2018: America Recycles Day
•	 November 17, 2018: Montgomery County 

Thanksgiving Parade; Downtown Silver Spring 
(Georgia Avenue, from Ellsworth Drive to Silver 
Spring Avenue, starting at 10:00 a.m.)

•	 November 22, 2018: Thanksgiving Day - No 
County-provided collection services; remaining 
collections slide forward one day.

December, 2018:
•	 December 18, 2018: Brookside Garden’s 

Garden of Lights; 1800 Glenallan Avenue, 
Wheaton - Visit our educational booth in the 
visitor center to get ideas on reducing, reusing, 
and recycling for the holidays and beyond. Pick 
up a reusable bag while supplies last.

•	 December 25, 2018: Christmas Day - No 
County-provided collection services; remaining 
collections slide forward one day the rest of the 
week.

January, 2019:
•	 January 1, 2019: New Year’s Day - No 

County-provided collection services; remaining 
collections slide forward one day the rest of the 
week.

•	 January 21, 2019: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Birthday - No County-
provided collection 
services; collections 
slide forward one day 
this week.

Contact Information


