
Promoting Recycling through Community       Leadership

Issue 5, Volume 2 
October 2008

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling

Issue 2, Volume 18
Winter 2018

Holiday Recycling Slide Schedule 

for County-Provided Collections

Residents and businesses in Montgomery County continue 
to recycle more materials each year.  In 2016, the County recycled 
nearly 600,000 tons of mixed paper (paper and cardboard), 
commingled materials (bottles, jars, cans and containers), and 
many other items.  The County’s overall waste diversion rate is 60 
percent, which is one of the highest in Maryland, and our goal is to 
reduce waste and recycle 70 
percent by 2020.  

Wishful recycling 
(“wishcycling”), or placing items 
that are not recyclable in a 
recycling bin in the hope that 
those items will be recycled, 
is a growing concern for the 
County’s recycling program.  
Certain materials that are not 
recyclable can contaminate our 
recyclable materials, rendering 
them no longer recyclable, and 
impact the sorting operations at 
the County’s Recycling Center.  

During the holiday season and 
beyond, remember to recycle 
everything that can be recycled in the County.  For materials 
that are not acceptable through the County’s curbside recycling 
program, look for other opportunities to recycle those materials. To 
learn how to properly recycle or properly dispose of materials, visit 
our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling or call 311 
or (240) 777-0311.  

     Alan Pultyniewicz     
             Recycling Coordinator

Recycle Right this Holiday 
Season and Beyond

Christmas Day 
(Tuesday, December 25, 2018)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday, 

December 24, 2018

Monday, 

December 24, 2018

Tuesday, 

December 25, 2018

Wednesday,

December 26, 2018

Wednesday,

December 26, 2018

Thursday,

December 27, 2018

Thursday,

December 27, 2018

Friday, 

December 28, 2018

Friday, 

December 28, 2018

Saturday, 

December 29, 2018

New Year’s Day 
(Tuesday, January 1, 2019)

If your collection date 
normally would be:

Your collection day this 
week is:

Monday,

December 31, 2018

Monday,

December 31, 2018

Tuesday,

January 1, 2019

Wednesday,

January 2, 2019

Wednesday,

January 2, 2019

Thursday,

January 3, 2019

Thursday,

January 3, 2019

Friday, 

January 4, 2019

Friday, 

January 4, 2019

Saturday, 

January 5, 2019

Remember to place your recycling 
containers at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on 
your recycling day.

Recycle right this holiday season and beyond.  
Residents receiving County-provided recycling 
collection services receive a 22-gallon bin for 
bottles, cans, jars and containers, and a wheeled 
cart for cardboard and mixed paper. Please don’t 
mix paper, cardboard, cans, bottles, containers 
and jars together in the same recycling bin.



Keep It Going! Recycle More Now.

 

•	 Shop for eco-friendly gifts made from recycled 
or reused materials.

•	 Create unique and one-of-a-kind gifts yourself 
with reused items, such as personalize a picture 
frame or sew a customized gift.

•	 Buy gifts that help reduce waste in the future 
(reusable	coffee	mug	or	lunch	bag).

•	 Make the gift wrap part of the gift – jewelry 
fastened to and wrapped in a scarf, cookies on 
a ceramic plate, gardening tools in a planter, or 
plants in a wicker basket.

•	 For oversized or bulky gift items such as 
bicycles, sports equipment, or artwork, simply 
tie a large reusable ribbon or bow around them.

•	 Reuse newspapers, comics, magazines, 
outdated maps or gift bags for wrapping 
presents.

•	 Give gifts in reusable bags.

•	 Reuse packing cartons, cardboard boxes, and 
shipping materials such as plastic air pillows, 
shredded paper or newspaper and bubble wrap. 
Donate excess packaging materials to local 
mailing centers for reuse.

•	 Recycle wrapping paper or cardboard boxes 
that can no longer be used. Place them in your 
mixed paper recycling bin or cart, in a paper 
bag, or bundle with other paper and tie with 
twine.

•	 Remember to take and use reusable shopping 
bags when shopping at the grocery store, 
farmer’s market, drug store and the mall.

•	 Send invitations electronically, rather than 
sending paper invitations.

•	 Make creative centerpieces and decorations.

•	 Use durable, reusable dishes, cups, mugs, 
glasses, tablecloths and cloth napkins rather 
than disposable items.

•	 Pack leftover food in reusable food containers, 
and make another meal of them.

•	 Donate extra leftover food to local shelters and 
food pantries, such as Manna Food Center, as 
well	as	other	non-profit	organizations.

•	 Avoid buying individually packaged beverages, 
and purchase food items in bulk to reduce the 
amount of packaging.

•	 Holiday cooking can generate many types of 
items such as bottles, jars, cans and containers 
that can be recycled in the County’s recycling 
program. Before recycling them, consider 
whether any of them can be reused for storing 
leftovers.	Or,	repurpose	them	to	hold	flowers	
or centerpieces! Be sure to recycle all the rest 
in your blue recycling bin!

•	 For more information to reduce, reuse 
and recycle during the holiday season 
and beyond, visit our website at www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling or call 
311 or (240) 777-0311 or TTY: Maryland Relay 
711.  

 

Tips to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Buy Recycled this Holiday Season & Beyond

Reduce -  Reuse -  Recycle  -  Buy Recycled



www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling

Sorry...these items are not collected at the 
curb for recycling.  Please DO NOT put them 

in your recycling bin!

Recent monitoring at the Montgomery County Recycling Center in Derwood has 
shown an increasing amount of materials not acceptable as part of Montgomery 
County’s curbside recycling collection program are being erroneously placed in the 
recycling bins and carts.  While some of these items can be recycled through other 
recycling opportunities, they should not be placed in your blue recycling bin or 
blue wheeled cart for curbside recycling collection.  

Please, DO NOT place the following materials in your mixed paper recycling cart or in your 
blue recycling bin:

•	 Plastic	bags,	film	or	shrink	wrap	(these	types	of	plastic	bags	and	film	are	recyclable	at	almost	all	local	
grocery stores)

•	 Home	Health	Care/Medical	Supplies	(needles/syringes,	plastic	intravenous	(IV)	fluid	bags,	plastic	
respirator and medical equipment tubing, CPAP masks, gloves, etc.)

•	 Empty hazardous or toxic product containers (herbicides, pesticides, insecticides and automotive 
fluids)	

•	 Electronic items, including monitors and keyboards

•	 Styrofoam® or polystyrene (items marked #6-PS)

•	 Wire clothes hangers

Also, please empty and rinse all bottles, jars, cans and containers before placing these items in the 
recycling bin. 

For more information on How to Properly Dispose/Recycle These Items: visit our website at             
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling and click on “I want to recycle or dispose of...” or call 311 
or (240) 777-0311; TTY: Maryland Relay 711. We encourage you to share this information, as well 
as the flyer on the next page, through your community or neighborhood group listservs or 
newsletters.

“When in doubt, 
throw it out.”

Plastic bags, film and shrink wrap 
are not recyclable at the curb. Most 
grocery stores accept plastic bags, 
film and wrap for recycling.

Styrofoam® or polystyrene 
(#6-PS) are not recyclable 
in the County’s recycling 
program.

Blue bins are for bottles, cans and 
containers. Put cardboard and mixed 
paper in the blue wheeled cart, in a 
paper bag, or bundle with twine.



Keep It Going! Recycle More Now. Visit our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling for details.

Contact Information



Montgomery County, Maryland
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Solid Waste Services
Waste Reduction and Recycling Section

Contact: Alan Pultyniewicz, Recycling Coordinator
101 Monroe Street, 6th Floor
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Website: www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling
Customer Service: Call 311 or (240) 777-0311 (outside Montgomery County) 
TTY: Maryland Relay 711

Guided tours of the Montgomery County Recycling Center for groups of 10 or more people can now be 
scheduled online.  Check for availability and schedule a tour today at: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/facilities/rc/tours.html

This information is available in an alternate format by calling Alan Pultyniewicz at (240) 777-6480.

  Please print on recycled and recyclable paper.

Upcoming Events

Visit our website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/recycling for details.

December, 2018:
• December 18, 2018: Brookside Garden’s 

Garden of Lights; 1800 Glenallan Avenue, 
Wheaton - Visit our educational booth in the 
visitor center to get ideas on reducing waste, 
reusing, and recycling for the holidays and 
beyond. Pick up a reusable bag while supplies 
last.

• December 25, 2018: Christmas Day - No 
County-provided collection services; remaining 
collections slide forward one day the rest of the 
week.

January, 2019:
• January 1, 2019: New Year’s Day - No 

County-provided collection services; remaining 
collections slide forward one day the rest of the 
week.

• January 21, 2019: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day - No County-provided collection services; 
collections slide forward one day this week.

Contact Information


