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• Business Office and                                              
Administration

• Waste Reduction and                                      
Recycling

• Collections
• Transfer Station and Recycling Center
• Resource Recovery and Compost Facilities
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 Operation—FY17 Totals 
 Total commingled tonnage received – approx. 31,000 tons
 Total paper tonnage received – approx. 50,000 tons 
 Actual accrued FY17 total revenue – approx. $1.8 million
 Facility receives about 120 -130 tons per day of commingled 

material and processes about 10 tons per hour of 
commingled bottles, cans, plastic, and glass.
 Surplus material that cannot be processed in a 40-hour 

week of operations is exported to other recycling facilities. 
– Approximately 12,000 tons were exported for processing 
in FY17
 Facility receives and processes about 170-200 tons per day 

of paper, which is sorted into bales of cardboard and mixed 
paper.
 The Recycling Center has received the Solid Waste 

Association of North America’s Division of Waste Reduction, 
Recycling and Composting Recycling Systems Gold 
Excellence Award twice. 

Recycling Center
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Recycling Center:
Commingled Processing Operations
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• Opened August 
1991

• $9,000,000 to 
design, build, & 
purchase 
equipment

• 130 tons of material 
collected daily

• 59 employees & 
contractors.

• Approx. 58,000 
square feet



Recycling Center:  
Paper Processing Operations
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• Opened May 1, 2017

• $3,339,422 to design, 
build, & Purchase 
Equipment in 2017

• 170 tons of material 
collected and processed 
daily

• 9 employees & 
contractors

• 9,947 square feet was 
added to the 6,750 
square feet  existing 
building for a total of 
16,700 square feet for 
receiving/storage and 
processing of paper



• Approximately 30% of all recyclables collected are exported outside
the U.S.

• Hong Kong and China  account for 69% of all U.S.  exports for plastics 
other  than No. 1 PET.

• China consumes 55% of the  World’s scrap paper.

• In 2016, 37 million metric tons  of recyclables went outside  the U.S., 
44% to China.

• 13.2 million tons of scrap fiber  went to China in 2016.

• Estimates are that 18% of  scrap exports are at risk due  to the ban.

• Prohibitive content for all  fiber grades will now be  0.3%, down from
2%.
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History –

• On July 17, 2017, the Chinese government notified the World Trade
Organization of their intent to ban, among other materials, eight types of
plastic and mixed paper effective at the end of 2017. Also, the Chinese
government has put strict quality control guidelines on all imported
recycling and reduced the import licenses granted to Chinese recycling
mills.

• In September, 2017 a vendor was awarded a bid for a monthly supply of
the baled mixed paper, then refused to transport the materials from the
Recycling Center due to significant limits on recycling imposed by the
Chinese government

• Most exports of mixed paper to China have stopped, leading to domestic
market saturation, and driving the prices for mixed paper down
significantly.

• Montgomery County’s paper is currently being exported to countries other
than China or consumed domestically.
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• The Mixed Paper Processing Facility was designed to result in 
a mixed paper product with 3 – 5 percent contamination by 
weight. 

• The Facility has achieved consistently 1.5% contaminants by 
weight; however, we understand that the restrictions imposed 
by China may require less than 0.3% by weight of prohibitives 
(primarily plastics), which the mixed paper bales from the 
Facility will not meet these new stringent requirements.

• We have seen some recovery in prices on the paper side, as other 
(non-China) markets are being pursued, and we are continuing to 
monitor (and react) to this evolving situation.

• Now that the quality standard has been finalized, North American 
recycling operations must prepare for March 1, 2018, when the 
contamination standard officially takes effect.
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• Paper - The only real impact we have experienced from
China’s policy has been on our mixed paper products.
• Virtually 100% of our baled cardboard is sold and processed

domestically, while much of our baled mixed paper has been
imported to China.

• The China policy impact on the mixed paper markets have in
some cases resulted in reduced mixed paper commodity rates by
as much as 70%; we continue to explore additional domestic
options.

• Plastics - China's plastics import restrictions impact
Montgomery County minimally.
• First, nearly 100% of our plastic products are sold to domestic

companies and are processed domestically.
• Second, the primary focus of China's restrictions on plastic

imports seems to be concentrated on e-plastic, the plastic
material derived from electronic waste and other lower grade
plastic materials.
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• FY16 - Revenue for paper was not received
• FY17 - Revenue for baled mixed paper, baled OCC, and loose mixed paper was received.
• FY18 – Revenue for baled mixed paper, baled OCC, and loose mixed paper is received.
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