Zawitoski, John

To: Criss, Jeremy
Subject: RE: ZTA 16-04 Agricultural Reserve (AR) Zone-Transitory Uses

Item 11

From: Criss, Jeremy

Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2016 1:39 PM

To: Floreen, Nancy; Berliner's Office, Councilmember; Leventhal's Office, Councilmember; Riemer's Office,
Councilmember; Rice's Office, Councilmember; Elrich's Office, Councilmember; Navarro's Office, Councilmember; Katz's
Office, Councilmember; Hucker's Office, Councilmember

Cc: Zyontz, Jeffrey; 'gregory.russ@montgomeryplanning.org’; 'Barbara Weitzer' (weitzer@starpower.net); David Weitzer;
Lonnie.Luther@gmail.com; Jillian Levine

Subject: ZTA 16-04 Agricultural Reserve (AR) Zone-Transitory Uses

Dear County Council Members,

On behalf of the Agricultural Advisory Committee please find attached a letter of support for ZTA 16-04 Agricultural
Reserve (AR) Zone-Transitory Uses.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thanks J

Jeremy V. Criss

The Office of Agricultural Services Manager
18410 Muncaster Road

Derwood, Maryland 20855

301-590-2830 (Office)

301-943-9766 (Cell)

301-590-2839 (Fax)
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov

http:/ /www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture




AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

June 3, 2016
The Honorable Nancy Floreen
Montgomery County Council President
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
Dear Council President Floreen: ZTA 16-04 Agricultural Reserve (AR) Zone-

Transitory Uses

On behalf of the Montgomery County Agricultural Advisory Committee-AAC, please accept this
letter as our comments in support of Zoning Text Amendment 16-04 Agricultural Reserve (AR)
Zone-Transitory Uses.

The AAC believes the ZTA 16-04 will help promote agricultural education and agricultural
tourism opportunities in the Agricultural Reserve by removing the prohibition for Food Service
Trucks stopping on properties encumbered by Transferable Development Rights-TDR
easements.

The County has over 50,000 acres of farmland encumbered by TDR easements and many of the
property owners would like to offer food and refreshments to residents that visit the farms. The
ZTA 16-04 will go a long way by removing the restrictive requirements that inhibit farmers from
promoting their farms to the general public. It is not possible for farmers to promote their farms
and accommodate the needs of visiting residents without providing some food and refreshments.

The AAC thanks the County Council for this opportunity to present our views in support of ZTA
16-04 and please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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David Weitzer, Chairman

Department of Economic Development-Agricultural Services Division
18410 Muncaster Road - Derwood, Maryland 20855 - 301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839
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