
From: Criss, Jeremy
To: Heyboer, Tommy; croppcattle@yahoo.com; doug@laytonsvillelandscaping.com; Cissel, Bob;

butlerbery@msn.com; mjam0422@yahoo.com; Robert Butz
Cc: Scheffel, Mike; Zawitoski, John
Subject: RE: Two requests
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 5:45:00 PM
Attachments: AAC-ZTA18-01.doc

Hello Tommy,
Here are some responses to your message below.
The first opportunity for the Montgomery County Agricultural Advisory Committee-AAC to meet and
discuss ZTA 19-07 is the same day and time of the public hearing.
The AAC can discuss the ZTA 19-07, prepare recommendations, and remit them to the County
Council prior to the PHED Committee Work Session.
Please note that wireless communications in the Agricultural Reserve can be problematic due to
limited reception.
 
Please see the attached letter from the AAC when ZTA 18-01 Solar Collection Systems was being
considered.
The Office of Agriculture-OAG is determining the total number of acres in the Agricultural Zone that
are prime and productive USDA soil capability classifications.
The OAG and the AAC would welcome an opportunity to discuss further limited applications of
community solar in the Agricultural Reserve.
Please let us know if you have any questions.
Thanks J
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
301-943-9766 (Cell)
 
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture

       
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres
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AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE



March 30, 2018

The Honorable Hans Riemer, President


Montgomery County Council 


100 Maryland Avenue


Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Council President Riemer:
ZTA 18-01 Solar Collection System-Standards 

On behalf of the Montgomery County Agricultural Advisory Committee-AAC, please accept this letter as our comments in support of ZTA 18-01.  

The AAC understands that ZTA 18-01 will not impact how solar collection systems are allowed as an accessory use generating no more than 120% of the onsite energy consumption.

The AAC supports the proposal to allow solar collection systems in all other zones where the system produces a maximum of 2 megawatts.  


In the future, should the County decide to apply the 2-megawatt solar collection systems in the Agricultural zone, the AAC recommends that ground mounted installations should not be located on prime and productive soils as defined by the United States Department of Agriculture.

The AAC would like to thank you for this opportunity to present our views on ZTA 18-01 and please let us know if you have any questions.


Sincerely,
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Doug Lechlider, Chairman 

Cc: Isiah Leggett, County Executive
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To: croppcattle@yahoo.com; doug@laytonsvillelandscaping.com; Cissel, Bob
<bobcissel50@gmail.com>; butlerbery@msn.com; mjam0422@yahoo.com
Cc: Criss, Jeremy <Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Scheffel, Mike
<Mike.Scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: Two requests
 
Hello all,
 
I hope this email finds you well. Hans has asked me to reach out to your concerning two topics he
would like to work with the farming community on over the next few weeks/months.
 
Wireless Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA)
As you may know, Hans, Craig, and Gabe recently introduced ZTA 19-07 that updates the zoning
rules for the next-generation wireless facilities, including 5G. You can read more about the ZTA and
our rationale here: http://councilmemberriemer.com/2019/11/zoning-for-our-wireless-future.html
 
We know that the advanced connectivity will have applications for farming, including remote sensors
that measure soil conditions and the possibility of driverless farm vehicles, just to name a few.

https://www.agweek.com/business/agriculture/4660787-fcc-chairman-visits-nd-witness-
marrying-agriculture-and-technology
https://cloudblogs.microsoft.com/industry-blog/government/2015/09/03/making-the-
internet-of-farm-things-real-in-montgomery-county-md/

 
We were hoping one (or more) of you would be willing to testify in support of the ZTA at the public
hearing on November 19, at 7:30pm. The link to sign up for the public hearing is here:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/PHSignUp.html . You just need to navigate to the
Tuesday, November 19 and click the “sign up” button next to ZTA 19-07.
 
Meeting on community solar in the AR zone
Hans would like to convene meeting to discuss a potential ZTA that would modestly increase the
opportunity for community solar projects (less than 2MW, or 10-12 acres per project) in the AR
zone. The basic idea would be to allow these projects as a limited use, subject to certain conditions,
the most important condition being that no more than 2% of the AR-zoned land can be used for this
purpose. We understand there are varied (and some cases passionate) views on this topic. We want
to hear from the farming community before moving any further ahead. Please let me know if you are
interested in meeting with Hans on this issue; we would be shooting for late November or early
December.
 
Best regards,
Tommy
 
--------
Tommy Heyboer
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of Montgomery County (MD) Councilmember Hans Riemer

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcouncilmemberriemer.com%2F2019%2F11%2Fzoning-for-our-wireless-future.html&data=02%7C01%7CJeremy.Criss%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C168e0052da6f49efadd208d762f91384%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C637086694231102679&sdata=tw8iDpgAAAL84xAbRgKzJYvkfEqF3h9ZNTCpeamnzq0%3D&reserved=0
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240.777.7948 | tommy.heyboer@montgomerycountymd.gov
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