
From: Heyboer, Tommy
To: Criss, Jeremy
Cc: Scheffel, Mike; Michaelson, Marlene
Subject: RE: Follow up from the Joint PHED/T&E Committee Work Session Solar ZTA 20-01 AR Standards
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 3:25:08 PM
Attachments: CCAN Petition - Letter to Montgomery County Council.SolarZoning.pdf

Hi Jeremy,
 
We look forward to the meeting as well. I know that Carmen and Jason (from our office) are working on
solidifying the details. I think there is an opportunity to find some common ground. We remain committed
to that task. While it is ultimately the Council President’s decision, Hans believes the ZTA would benefit
from a non-voting full Council worksession before final action at a later date.
 
With respect to the stats on email volume to the Council, the numbers you cite do not seem to include the
200+ petition from the Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN). You can review that petition in the
attached document.
 
Best,
Tommy
--------
Tommy Heyboer
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of Montgomery County (MD) Councilmember Hans Riemer
269.330.3850 (mobile) | tommy.heyboer@montgomerycountymd.gov
 
 
 

From: Criss, Jeremy <Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 2:41 PM
To: Heyboer, Tommy <Tommy.Heyboer@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Scheffel, Mike <Mike.Scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Michaelson, Marlene
<Marlene.Michaelson@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: FW: Follow up from the Joint PHED/T&E Committee Work Session Solar ZTA 20-01 AR Standards
 
Hello Tommy,
I am following up from our phone conversation yesterday surrounding a meeting that Sidney Katz has
requested Hans to attend with two farmers and me to discuss the Solar ZTA.
Today, Carmen Kaarid contacted me about a September 25, 2020 meeting as a follow up from the August
28, 2020 meeting between Council President Sidney Katz, Randy Stabler, Doug Lechlider and me.
 
I believe that promoting incentives including grant funding for agrivoltaic farming can be helpful to
advance solar fields and agriculture to co-exist.
As I explained, Mike and I are reading everything we can find on agrivoltaic farming and many of the
projects are still in the pilot stages and will require more time to better understand.
 
I also believe that additional time is needed to discuss the proposal for the solar industry to provide
resources for farmland preservation easement purchases.
Resources for farmland preservation programs funded by the solar industry may help the farmers to gain
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support for this solar ZTA and this will require more time to develop a strategy.
 
I hope you and Hans will agree to not schedule the Solar ZTA 20-01 for a vote on September 29, 2020.
 
Please see the notes below from the August 28, 2020 meeting.
 
Thank you for letting me know that Robert Hawkins is one of the farmers that supports the Solar ZTA.
Mr. Hawkins was in the sod business up until a few years ago and he now leases his farm to Bobby
Jamison.
We are trying to determine the member of the Montgomery County Farm Bureau that has livestock and
supports the ZTA?
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks J
 
Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction today:
https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
301-943-9766 (Cell)
 
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture

       
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

 

 
Tommy, Here is the content of messages that the Office of Agriculture has sent to Council members-
Evan G., Gabe A., Will J., Nancy N., and Craig R., as suggested by Sidney Katz below.
 
 
Hello Council Member _______,
I am following up on the Solar ZTA 20-01 and providing some additional information that will help you to
better understand the agricultural community views and concerns.
Council Staff reviewed the records surrounding ZTA 20-01.
They found a total of 842 records. Of these 842 emails - duplicates and triplicates will be removed  – They
believe there were 64 either duplicate or triplicate emails.  
From the remaining 778 – they note 161 in support, 519 against or concerned, 35 neutral/generic, 10
requesting delay of the public hearing, and 53 that they cannot determine the position.

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FyXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6&data=02%7C01%7CJeremy.Criss%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7Ccbbbf9e987df43c53c4f08d854f60534%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C637352763080127469&sdata=A%2F2G5G8%2FTzQMPno%2FpIxU95ANVuU3zgiUGN2Zi1%2FS1Us%3D&reserved=0
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This results in about 72% against or concerned with the Solar ZTA 20-01.
On Friday August 28, 2020, Council President Sidney Katz met with Randy Stabler, Doug Lechlider and me.
We told Sidney that many rural and agricultural residents cannot participate in Council ZOOM meetings
because they lack high speed broad band internet-Sidney said good point.
We told Sidney that both Hans and Sierra Club state that farmers support the Solar ZTA.
When we asked who these farmers are, their response was Dr. Doug Boucher, who is a retired scientist.
We told Sidney that Doug Boucher owns a 77-acre farm in the AR zone, but we do not believe he is a
farmer.
We explained to Sidney that we are not aware of any farmers that support it, but we know landowners
that lease their farms to farmers do support the Solar ZTA.
Dr. Boucher leases his farm to Michael Jamison and Doug is exactly the type of landowner that agricultural
community is most concerned about in relation to the Solar ZTA.
Randy explained to Sidney that he farms 2,800 acres and most of the acreage is leased ground where he
must secure a rental agreement from the landlord to farm the land.
Randy pays about $120 per acre to farm these leased lands and Randy said he cannot compete with the
offers that Solar Companies are making to his landlords.
Randy and many other Ag Reserve landowners have received proposals from Solar Companies offering to
pay up to $1,700 per acre to lease the land and install solar fields.
Randy said he is not interested in solar fields because solar fields will only promote the fragmentation of
farmland in the Agricultural Reserve.
Randy has two daughters that went to college and returned to the farm to work with him and his father.
Randy told Sidney the farmers will lose this battle as the Solar Companies are trying to obtain lease
agreements in hand before the Solar ZTA 20-01 is adopted.
Doug showed Sidney how the proponents have determined that 1,800 acres of solar fields will create
about 300 MW and this will power about 50,000 houses.
We gave Sidney the attached analysis from Lee Bristol that shows 1,800 acres of solar fields with 300 MW
will power 32,400 houses.
Doug showed Sidney how the State recommends that Montgomery County will need 2,500 MW of solar
fields to achieve the recommendations of the MD climate change task force.
We understand that 2,500 MW of solar fields would remove at least 12,000 acres of farmland and we told
Sidney the 1,800-acre cap is just the first step.
We told Sidney that a future Council can and will revisit this solar policy and expand the 1,800-acre cap
with another Zoning Text Amendment.
We told Sidney that excluding Class I Soil Capability-Prime soils that total 2,404 acres as outlined in the
second attachment will have a minimal impact to siting solar fields because these soils are primarily
located in the Potomac River Basin and within the flood plain restricted areas where permanent structures
like solar fields are prohibited.
We asked Sidney as Council President that he should not allow the ZTA to be scheduled until a more
traditional public process can occur after the Pandemic as mentioned in point number one above.
Sidney said that if there are 5 votes to move the Solar ZTA forward, he could be overridden by the other
council members?
Sidney recommended we reach out the following Council members (Evan G, Nancy N, Gabe A, Will J, Craig
R) to see where they currently stand on this solar policy.
 
Now you can see why I am reaching out to you.
 
I also reached out to Marlene Michaelson as outlined in the third attachment and Marlene is copied.
Marlene Michaelson called me as Sidney was leaving our meeting on August 28, 2020, but the cell phone



called dropped because I only had one bar of cell reception since I was in the Ag Reserve.
I called Marlene Michaelson back when I got home, and she was in California.
I asked Marlene if she was experiencing the rolling brown outs caused by the lack of power in the CA grid
because CA migrated to alternative energy which is not sufficient to meet demand.
Marlene said she was not experiencing rolling brown outs.
Marlene was sensitive to the concerns of the agricultural community during this pandemic and how they
cannot participate in a traditional public process.
Marlene said that she wished she was aware of the challenges of the agricultural community including the
AAC and APAB meetings that we conduct using TEAMS and some members cannot participate.
Marlene recommended that we also consult with the County Council members that Sidney suggested that
are listed above.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions and my cell phone number is 301 943-9766 in case you
would like to talk by phone.
Thanks J
Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction today:
https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
301-943-9766 (Cell)
 
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture

       
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

Take 10 minutes to be counted now – visit: https://2020census.gov/

For COVID-19 Information and resources, visit: www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COVID19
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From: Criss, Jeremy
To: Heyboer, Tommy
Cc: Scheffel, Mike; Michaelson, Marlene
Subject: FW: Follow up from the Joint PHED/T&E Committee Work Session Solar ZTA 20-01 AR Standards
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 2:41:00 PM
Attachments: Bob Cissel Solar Letter 2020-08-05.docx

FW Soil map capture.msg
Re Solar ZTA 20-01.msg

Hello Tommy,
I am following up from our phone conversation yesterday surrounding a meeting that Sidney Katz
has requested Hans to attend with two farmers and me to discuss the Solar ZTA.
Today, Carmen Kaarid contacted me about a September 25, 2020 meeting as a follow up from the
August 28, 2020 meeting between Council President Sidney Katz, Randy Stabler, Doug Lechlider and
me.
 
I believe that promoting incentives including grant funding for agrivoltaic farming can be helpful to
advance solar fields and agriculture to co-exist.
As I explained, Mike and I are reading everything we can find on agrivoltaic farming and many of the
projects are still in the pilot stages and will require more time to better understand.
 
I also believe that additional time is needed to discuss the proposal for the solar industry to provide
resources for farmland preservation easement purchases.
Resources for farmland preservation programs funded by the solar industry may help the farmers to
gain support for this solar ZTA and this will require more time to develop a strategy.
 
I hope you and Hans will agree to not schedule the Solar ZTA 20-01 for a vote on September 29,
2020.
 
Please see the notes below from the August 28, 2020 meeting.
 
Thank you for letting me know that Robert Hawkins is one of the farmers that supports the Solar
ZTA.
Mr. Hawkins was in the sod business up until a few years ago and he now leases his farm to Bobby
Jamison.
We are trying to determine the member of the Montgomery County Farm Bureau that has livestock
and supports the ZTA?
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks J
 
Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction today:
https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
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		Global Solace, Inc

20530 Beallsville Road

Beallsville, MD 20839

(240) 479-1510

info@globalsolace.org











Bob Cissel

17308 Brown Road

Poolesville, MD 20037



Dear Bob,



The following is the calculations used to determine how many typical houses could be powered by solar PV energy systems in the Ag Reserve.



· Acres allotted for solar arrays in Ag Reserve = 1,800

· Number of acres for a typical 1 MW solar array = 5 to 6 acres, choose 6 to be conservative

· Number of 1 MW solar arrays in Ag Reserve = 1,800 acres / 6 acres per MW = 300 MV arrays



· Electrical Production of a 1 MW array in Montgomery County, Maryland

· Each kW (kilowatt) of PV produces about 1,300 kWh per year

· A MW is 1,000 kW so production per MW is 1,300 x 1,000 = 1,300,000 kWh per year



· What is typical electrical usage of a home in Montgomery County in kWh?

· The county supplied a number that is 1,000 kWh per month or 12,000 kWh per year.  This number seems to have included apartments and smaller city houses and may be small.

· Many houses use much more than 1,000 per month, the real average may be about 1,500.



· Number of homes per 1 MW array = 1,300,000 / 12,000 = 108 homes per MW (County estimate)

· Number of homes powered by 300 1 MW arrays = 300 x 108  = 32,400 homes



Bob, I hope this helps.



Lee Bristol



Global Solace, Inc.

20530 Beallsville Road

Beallsville, MD 20839

(240) 479-1510
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FW: Soil map capture

		From

		Criss, Jeremy

		To

		Kristina Bostick

		Cc

		'Caroline Taylor'; Scheffel, Mike; Bob Cissel

		Recipients

		kristina@mocoalliance.org; caroline@mocoalliance.org; Mike.Scheffel@montgomerycountymd.gov; bobcissel50@gmail.com



Hello Kristina,





Thank you for sending the attached map that shows the Class I soil capability in the County.





We will use this map as part of the communication back to the County Council from the AAC, APAB, MCFB and MAP.





Thanks again.





J
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Jeremy V. Criss





Office of Agricultural Services, Director





18410 Muncaster Road





Derwood, Maryland  20855





301-590-2830 (Office)





301-943-9766 (Cell)





 





jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov





http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices





CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture





       





Montgomery County Ag Reserve





93,000 acres





 





From: Kristina Bostick <kristina@mocoalliance.org> 
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 10:31 AM
To: Criss, Jeremy <Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Caroline Taylor <caroline@mocoalliance.org>
Subject: Soil map capture





 





[EXTERNAL EMAIL]





Greetings Jeremy, 





I heard you are creating a fact sheet for the solar ZTA. I wanted to offer the capture I took of the soils map, it is attached- class 1 is in red.  Let me know if you want us to take a look at the fact sheet happy to help. 





 





Many Thanks, 












Kristina Bostick 
Senior Conservation Associate
Montgomery Countryside Alliance
pronouns: she/her/hers 





mocoalliance.org





@mocoalliance
facebook.com/MoCoAlliance/





301-602-4013
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Re: Solar ZTA 20-01

		From

		Michaelson, Marlene

		To

		Criss, Jeremy

		Recipients

		Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov



Sorry I lost cell service and will call you back when I have it again. Marlene 




Sent from my iPhone








On Aug 25, 2020, at 12:31 PM, Criss, Jeremy <Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov> wrote:







 





Hello Marlene,





I hope you are doing well.





It has been a while since we last spoke and I have been wondering what your views are about this Solar ZTA.





The Office of Agriculture-OAG has worked to keep the agricultural groups focused and on the same side of the fence.





Many years ago, you led the 2007 Ag Hoc Ag Policy Working Group that tackled many agricultural policies and land use issues including:





Sand Mounds for septic, BLTs, Child Lots, Right to Farm-Real-estate Disclosure, Private Institutional Uses-TDRs easement prohibitions, etc.





https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/doc/aggroup_finalreport.pdf





You are completely aware of how land use issues in the Agricultural Reserve take on a life of their own.





The Solar ZTA has many residents upset because they cannot participate in the County’s traditional public process.





The rural and agricultural communities do not have high speed internet-broad band service necessary to connect through ZOOM or TEAMS system used by Executive staff.





This reality has been extremely challenging for OAG to staff the Montgomery County Agricultural Advisory Committee and Ag Preservation Advisory Board including quorums for our virtual meetings.





Please let me know when you have some time to talk by phone, ZOOM or TEAMS.





Thanks J
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301-943-9766 (Cell)
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Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres

 

 
Tommy, Here is the content of messages that the Office of Agriculture has sent to Council
members-Evan G., Gabe A., Will J., Nancy N., and Craig R., as suggested by Sidney Katz below.
 
 
Hello Council Member _______,
I am following up on the Solar ZTA 20-01 and providing some additional information that will help
you to better understand the agricultural community views and concerns.
Council Staff reviewed the records surrounding ZTA 20-01.
They found a total of 842 records. Of these 842 emails - duplicates and triplicates will be removed  –
They believe there were 64 either duplicate or triplicate emails.  
From the remaining 778 – they note 161 in support, 519 against or concerned, 35 neutral/generic,
10 requesting delay of the public hearing, and 53 that they cannot determine the position.
This results in about 72% against or concerned with the Solar ZTA 20-01.
On Friday August 28, 2020, Council President Sidney Katz met with Randy Stabler, Doug Lechlider
and me.
We told Sidney that many rural and agricultural residents cannot participate in Council ZOOM
meetings because they lack high speed broad band internet-Sidney said good point.
We told Sidney that both Hans and Sierra Club state that farmers support the Solar ZTA.
When we asked who these farmers are, their response was Dr. Doug Boucher, who is a retired
scientist.
We told Sidney that Doug Boucher owns a 77-acre farm in the AR zone, but we do not believe he is a
farmer.
We explained to Sidney that we are not aware of any farmers that support it, but we know
landowners that lease their farms to farmers do support the Solar ZTA.
Dr. Boucher leases his farm to Michael Jamison and Doug is exactly the type of landowner that
agricultural community is most concerned about in relation to the Solar ZTA.
Randy explained to Sidney that he farms 2,800 acres and most of the acreage is leased ground
where he must secure a rental agreement from the landlord to farm the land.
Randy pays about $120 per acre to farm these leased lands and Randy said he cannot compete with
the offers that Solar Companies are making to his landlords.
Randy and many other Ag Reserve landowners have received proposals from Solar Companies

mailto:jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
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offering to pay up to $1,700 per acre to lease the land and install solar fields.
Randy said he is not interested in solar fields because solar fields will only promote the
fragmentation of farmland in the Agricultural Reserve.
Randy has two daughters that went to college and returned to the farm to work with him and his
father.
Randy told Sidney the farmers will lose this battle as the Solar Companies are trying to obtain lease
agreements in hand before the Solar ZTA 20-01 is adopted.
Doug showed Sidney how the proponents have determined that 1,800 acres of solar fields will
create about 300 MW and this will power about 50,000 houses.
We gave Sidney the attached analysis from Lee Bristol that shows 1,800 acres of solar fields with 300
MW will power 32,400 houses.
Doug showed Sidney how the State recommends that Montgomery County will need 2,500 MW of
solar fields to achieve the recommendations of the MD climate change task force.
We understand that 2,500 MW of solar fields would remove at least 12,000 acres of farmland and
we told Sidney the 1,800-acre cap is just the first step.
We told Sidney that a future Council can and will revisit this solar policy and expand the 1,800-acre
cap with another Zoning Text Amendment.
We told Sidney that excluding Class I Soil Capability-Prime soils that total 2,404 acres as outlined in
the second attachment will have a minimal impact to siting solar fields because these soils are
primarily located in the Potomac River Basin and within the flood plain restricted areas where
permanent structures like solar fields are prohibited.
We asked Sidney as Council President that he should not allow the ZTA to be scheduled until a more
traditional public process can occur after the Pandemic as mentioned in point number one above.
Sidney said that if there are 5 votes to move the Solar ZTA forward, he could be overridden by the
other council members?
Sidney recommended we reach out the following Council members (Evan G, Nancy N, Gabe A, Will J,
Craig R) to see where they currently stand on this solar policy.
 
Now you can see why I am reaching out to you.
 
I also reached out to Marlene Michaelson as outlined in the third attachment and Marlene is copied.
Marlene Michaelson called me as Sidney was leaving our meeting on August 28, 2020, but the cell
phone called dropped because I only had one bar of cell reception since I was in the Ag Reserve.
I called Marlene Michaelson back when I got home, and she was in California.
I asked Marlene if she was experiencing the rolling brown outs caused by the lack of power in the CA
grid because CA migrated to alternative energy which is not sufficient to meet demand.
Marlene said she was not experiencing rolling brown outs.
Marlene was sensitive to the concerns of the agricultural community during this pandemic and how
they cannot participate in a traditional public process.
Marlene said that she wished she was aware of the challenges of the agricultural community
including the AAC and APAB meetings that we conduct using TEAMS and some members cannot
participate.
Marlene recommended that we also consult with the County Council members that Sidney
suggested that are listed above.
 



Please let me know if you have any questions and my cell phone number is 301 943-9766 in case you
would like to talk by phone.
Thanks J
Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction today:
https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
301-943-9766 (Cell)
 
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/agservices
CONNECT WITH The Office of Agriculture

       
Montgomery County Ag Reserve
93,000 acres
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From: Michaelson, Marlene
To: Criss, Jeremy
Subject: Re: Solar ZTA 20-01
Date: Friday, August 28, 2020 2:54:53 PM

Sorry I lost cell service and will call you back when I have it again. Marlene 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 25, 2020, at 12:31 PM, Criss, Jeremy
<Jeremy.Criss@montgomerycountymd.gov> wrote:


Hello Marlene,
I hope you are doing well.
It has been a while since we last spoke and I have been wondering what your views are
about this Solar ZTA.
The Office of Agriculture-OAG has worked to keep the agricultural groups focused and
on the same side of the fence.
Many years ago, you led the 2007 Ag Hoc Ag Policy Working Group that tackled many
agricultural policies and land use issues including:
Sand Mounds for septic, BLTs, Child Lots, Right to Farm-Real-estate Disclosure, Private
Institutional Uses-TDRs easement prohibitions, etc.
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/doc/aggroup_finalreport.pdf
You are completely aware of how land use issues in the Agricultural Reserve take on a
life of their own.
The Solar ZTA has many residents upset because they cannot participate in the County’s
traditional public process.
The rural and agricultural communities do not have high speed internet-broad band
service necessary to connect through ZOOM or TEAMS system used by Executive staff.
This reality has been extremely challenging for OAG to staff the Montgomery County
Agricultural Advisory Committee and Ag Preservation Advisory Board including quorums
for our virtual meetings.
Please let me know when you have some time to talk by phone, ZOOM or TEAMS.
Thanks J
 
Please take a moment to answer this quick satisfaction survey about our interaction
today: https://forms.gle/yXhnxpQLtHgFPtBX6
 
Jeremy V. Criss
Office of Agricultural Services, Director
18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, Maryland  20855
301-590-2830 (Office)
301-943-9766 (Cell)
 
jeremy.criss@montgomerycountymd.gov
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Take 10 minutes to be counted now – visit: https://2020census.gov/

For COVID-19 Information and resources, visit:
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COVID19
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Zoning Text Amendment No.:  20-01 
Concerning: Solar Collection System – 

AR Zone Standards 
Draft No. & Date:  7 – 7/30/2020 
Introduced:  January 21, 2020 
Public Hearing:   
Adopted:   
Effective:   

 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
SITTING AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION OF 

THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DISTRICT WITHIN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
 

Lead Sponsors:  Councilmember Riemer and Council Vice President Hucker 
Co-Sponsor:  Councilmember Rice 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AN AMENDMENT to the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance to: 
 

- revise the Solar Collection System use standards to allow larger facilities in the 
AR zone; 

- amend the provisions for Solar Collection Systems in other zones; and 
- amend the provisions for site plan approval in the AR zone. 

 
 By amending the following sections of the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance, 

Chapter 59 of the Montgomery County Code: 
  
 Division 3.7.  “Miscellaneous Uses” 
 Section 3.7.2.  “Solar Collection System” 
 Division 7.3.  “Regulatory Approvals” 
 Section 7.3.4.  “Site Plan” 

  
EXPLANATION: Boldface indicates a Heading or a defined term. 
 Underlining indicates text that is added to existing law by the original text 

amendment. 
 [Single boldface brackets] indicate text that is deleted from existing law by 

original text amendment. 
 Double underlining indicates text that is added to the text amendment by 

amendment. 
 [[Double boldface brackets]] indicate text that is deleted from the text 

amendment by amendment. 
 *   *   * indicates existing law unaffected by the text amendment. 
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ORDINANCE 

 
 The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, sitting as the District Council for 
that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Montgomery County, Maryland, 
approves the following ordinance: 
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 Sec. 1.  DIVISION 59-3.7 is amended as follows: 1 

Division 3.7. Miscellaneous Uses 2 

*     *     * 3 

Section 3.7.2. Solar Collection System 4 

A. Defined 5 

Solar Collection System means an arrangement of panels or other solar 6 

energy devices that provide for the collection, inversion, storage, and 7 

distribution of solar energy for electricity generation, space heating, space 8 

cooling, or water heating. A Solar Collection System includes freestanding 9 

or mounted devices. Solar Collection Systems are facilities that comply with 10 

the requirements of the State’s net metering program under Maryland Code 11 

§7-306 and COMAR 20.50.10. A Solar Collection System use does not 12 

include a facility that produces more than 2 MW of electricity; such facilities 13 

may be allowed as a public utility use under Section 3.6.7.E. 14 

B. Use Standards 15 

Where a Solar Collection System is allowed as a limited use, it must satisfy 16 

the following standards: 17 

1. In the Agricultural Reserve zone, the following standards in either 18 

Subsection 59.3.7.2.B.1.a or 59.3.7.2.B.1.b apply: 19 

a. Systems producing 200% or less of on-site energy use 20 

A Solar Collection System is allowed as an accessory use 21 

where the system produces up to 200% of annual baseline 22 

energy use on-site and must satisfy the following requirements: 23 

i. Solar panels may encroach into a setback as allowed 24 

under Section 4.1.7.B.5.c and may exceed the maximum 25 

height as allowed under Section 4.1.7.C.3.b. 26 
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ii. Written authorization from the local utility company 27 

must be provided for a Solar Collection System that will 28 

be connected to the utility grid. 29 

iii. Removal of trees or landscaping otherwise required or 30 

attached as a condition of approval of any plan, 31 

application, or permit for the installation or operation of a 32 

Solar Collection System is prohibited. 33 

b. Systems producing more than 200% of on-site energy use 34 

Except for the screening and fence requirements in Subsection 35 

59.3.7.2.B.2.b.iv.C and 59.3.7.2.B.2.b.v.C, a Solar Collection 36 

System must satisfy the requirements of Subsection 37 

59.3.7.2.B.2 and 59.7.3.4.E.5. 38 

2. In Rural Residential, Residential, Commercial/Residential, 39 

Employment, and Industrial zones, where a Solar Collection System is 40 

allowed as a limited use it must satisfy the following standards in 41 

either Subsection 59.3.7.2.B.2.a or 59.3.7.2.B.2.b:  42 

a. Systems producing 120% or less of on-site energy use 43 

The Solar Collection System may be an accessory use under the 44 

following standards:  45 

i. the system produces up to 120% of annual baseline on-46 

site energy use;  47 

ii. encroachment allowed under Section 4.1.7.B.5.C; and  48 

iii. a maximum height allowed under 4.1.7.C.3.b. 49 

b. Systems Producing more than 120% of on-site energy use 50 

The Solar Collection System must satisfy the following 51 

standards: 52 

i. Site plan approval is required under Section 7.3.4. 53 
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ii. The site must be a minimum of 3 acres in size. 54 

iii. The system may produce a maximum of 2 megawatts 55 

(AC). 56 

iv. All structures must be: 57 

A. 20 feet in height or less; 58 

B. located at least 50 feet from any property line; and 59 

C. surrounded by a minimum 6-foot-tall fence. 60 

v.  If a structure for a Solar Collection System is located in 61 

an area visible to an abutting residential use or a road: 62 

A. only solar thermal or photovoltaic panels or 63 

shingles may be used; 64 

B. the panels or shingles must use textured glass or an 65 

anti-reflective coating; and 66 

C. screening that satisfies Section 59.6.5.3.C.8 67 

(Option A) on the sides of the facility visible from 68 

the residential use or road is required. 69 

vi. The Solar Collection System must be removed within 12 70 

months of the date when the use is discontinued or 71 

abandoned by the system owner or operator, or upon 72 

termination of the useful life of the system. The Solar 73 

Collection System will be presumed to be discontinued 74 

or abandoned if no electricity is generated by the system 75 

for a period of 12 continuous months. 76 

*     *     * 77 

 Sec. 2.  DIVISION 59-7.3 is amended as follows: 78 

Division 7.3.  Regulatory Approvals 79 

*     *     * 80 
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Section 7.3.4.  Site Plan 81 

*     *     * 82 

E. Necessary Findings 83 

*     *     * 84 

5. For property zoned AR proposed for use as a Solar Collection system: 85 

a. the Solar Collection System is not located: 86 

i. on soils classified by the United States Department of 87 

Agriculture as Soil Classification Category 1; 88 

ii. in a stream buffer; 89 

iii. on wetlands; or 90 

iv. on slopes equal to or greater than 15%; 91 

b. topsoil has not and will not be scraped from the site;  92 

c. grading and any soil removal will be minimized;  93 

d. the site must be:  94 

i. designated pollinator-friendly under the Maryland 95 

Pollinator-Friendly Designation Program; 96 

ii.  planted, managed, and maintained in a manner suitable 97 

for grazing farm animals; or  98 

iii. planted, managed, and maintained for any other 99 

agrivoltaic plant material;  100 

e. removing of trees or landscaping otherwise required or attached 101 

as a condition of approval of any plan, application, or permit for 102 

the installation or operation of a Solar Collection System is 103 

prohibited: 104 

i. the forest conservation requirements of Chapter 22A 105 

must be satisfied; 106 
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ii. any tree in or on a floodplain, stream buffer, steep slope, 107 

critical habitat, contiguous forest, or historic site, and any 108 

champion tree or other exceptionally large tree must be 109 

left undisturbed unless a disturbance is allowed under 110 

Section 22A-12(b)(1); 111 

f. the requirements of Chapter 19, Erosion, Sediment Control and 112 

Stormwater Management must be satisfied;  113 

g. except for pad areas for transformers and electrical equipment, 114 

the use of concrete must be prohibited; 115 

h. screening that satisfies Section 59.6.5.3.C.8 (Option A) on the 116 

sides of the facility within 200 feet of any neighboring house is 117 

required; however, a fence may not by required or prohibited; 118 

i. written authorization from the local utility company that allows 119 

the Solar Collection System to be connected to the utility grid 120 

must be submitted; and 121 

j. the land area approved, in addition to all other site plan 122 

approvals, will not exceed 1,800 acres of land. 123 

*     *     *  124 

Sec. 3.  Reporting.  On April 1, 2021 and annually thereafter, the Planning 125 

Director must report to the County Council the total acreage of Solar Collection 126 

System site plans approved by the Planning Board in the Agricultural Reserve 127 

since the effective date of ZTA 20-01. 128 

Sec. 4.  Effective date.  This ordinance becomes effective 20 days after the 129 

date of Council adoption. 130 

 131 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 132 

 133 
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________________________________ 134 

Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq.  135 
Clerk of the Council 136 



 

Global Solace, Inc 
20530 Beallsville Road 
Beallsville, MD 20839 

(240) 479-1510 
info@globalsolace.org 

 

 

Global Solace, Inc September 14, 2020 Page 1 
 

 

 
Bob Cissel 
17308 Brown Road 
Poolesville, MD 20037 
 
Dear Bob, 
 
The following is the calculations used to determine how many typical houses could be powered by solar 
PV energy systems in the Ag Reserve. 
 

• Acres allotted for solar arrays in Ag Reserve = 1,800 

• Number of acres for a typical 1 MW solar array = 5 to 6 acres, choose 6 to be conservative 

• Number of 1 MW solar arrays in Ag Reserve = 1,800 acres / 6 acres per MW = 300 MV arrays 
 

• Electrical Production of a 1 MW array in Montgomery County, Maryland 
o Each kW (kilowatt) of PV produces about 1,300 kWh per year 
o A MW is 1,000 kW so production per MW is 1,300 x 1,000 = 1,300,000 kWh per year 

 

• What is typical electrical usage of a home in Montgomery County in kWh? 
o The county supplied a number that is 1,000 kWh per month or 12,000 kWh per year.  This 

number seems to have included apartments and smaller city houses and may be small. 
o Many houses use much more than 1,000 per month, the real average may be about 1,500. 

 

• Number of homes per 1 MW array = 1,300,000 / 12,000 = 108 homes per MW (County estimate) 

• Number of homes powered by 300 1 MW arrays = 300 x 108  = 32,400 homes 
 
Bob, I hope this helps. 
 
Lee Bristol 
 
Global Solace, Inc. 
20530 Beallsville Road 
Beallsville, MD 20839 
(240) 479-1510 
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