WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center 
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING
June 17, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present.  Marc Korman, Chair; Jad Donohoe, Vice-Chair; John Bowis, Tara Flynn, Scott Goldberg, Fritz Hirst, Aileen Klein and Robert Schwarzbart.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.  Minutes of the Board Meeting held on May 20, 2013 were approved.

Public Safety Report.  Captain David Falcinelli, Commander, 2nd District, Montgomery County Police reported that residential crime was down in the county, but commercial crime was increasing.  Arrests have been made in the robbery of the Cartier store in Friendship Heights.   The police have employed sting operations on eleven sites in the county for the purpose of enhancing pedestrian safety and plan to conduct similar operations in the future.   

Presentation – Montgomery College, Rockville.   Dr. Judy Ackerman, Vice President and Provost, Montgomery College gave a presentation, which was supplemented by a film, on the Rockville campus of Montgomery College.  Among the topics discussed in her presentation were the steps that have been taken to integrate the Rockville campus with the other campuses of the college in Germantown and Takoma Park/Silver Spring, the Science Center on the Rockville campus, which was dedicated a year and a half ago, the current projects of the college including construction of a student services building and a public garage, the Summer Dinner Theater, which also serves as a teaching program.  There currently are 17,000 students on the Rockville campus and a total of 28,000 students on the college’s three campuses.  Tuition is $4,400 per year and has not ben increased for four years.  Approximately 58 percent of the students go on to study for four-year degrees.

Presentation – Montgomery County Innovation Program.  Dan Hoffman, Chief Innovation Officer, Office of the County Executive, reported on the Innovation Program in Montgomery County.  In October 2012, Mr. Hoffman was appointed as the county’s first Chief Innovation Office charged with collaborating on an Open Data Program that the county government was testing at the time of his appointment.  The program is expected to be able to bring government data to a single website through which the data could be accessed by the public (see data.montgomerycountymd.gov).  Mr. Hoffman is also charged with developing an Innovation Program that could be operated for Montgomery County.  Such programs have been operated in other jurisdictions for several years (see innovationlab.com).   The idea behind
Innovation Programs is to test proposed innovations to determine if they (1) are entrepreneurial, (2) provide a return on investment and (3) involve an acceptable level of risk.  The programs have developed portfolios of projects that could help the government both to provide better service to the community and/or to make its operations more efficient.  Mr. Hoffman listed some of the ideas that his program now has under consideration, including a data academy for training county managers, wearable video recorders for police officers, global positioning systems for fire fighting vehicles, greater use of interactive touchscreen kiosks for communicating with citizens.  He also said possible uses for library space no longer needed, in the computer age, for storing information in printed form was a subject under consideration.  He suggested that unused space in libraries could be use as “social space,” i.e. holding meetings, presenting education programs, etc.  In answer to questions from Board members, Mr. Hoffman said that ideas for innovation projects came from department heads in the county government, from citizens and from his counterparts in other innovation programs around the county.  He also finds assistance in his work from essentially the same categories of sources.

Reports:    
County Council.  Cindy Gibson, Councilmember Berliner’s Chief of Staff, reports that the County Council’s present work is concentrated in several distinct areas.  Zoning rewrite has been taken up every Friday in televised meetings by the PHED.  The Chevy Chase Lake plan is undergoing review.  Councilmembers also are studying (1) the transportation plans being developed by the Planning Board and (2) the bag tax, implement of which has engendered some controversy.

  Director.   Ken Hartman reported the following:

(1) applications for existing vacancies on the Bethesda Transportation Solutions Board should be sent to the Regional Services Center by August 15, 2013;

(2)  a public meeting on the  crossing of Rockville Pike at the Medical Center Metro stop is scheduled for 7:00 pm on June 18;

(3)  public meetings will be held by the County Department of Transportation on  June 24 in Bethesda and June 26 in Rockville to get comments on the plans to implement the Bike Share program in this summer;

(4)  there will be a special meeting in July for the biennial CIP budget forum. 

Bethesda Urban Partnership Liaison.  The Chair reported on (1) BUP’s opening of Gallery B located on the plaza at 7700 Wisconsin Avenue, Store B, (2) a project to expand the tunnel under Wisconsin Avenue at the Bethesda Metro stop to the Cresent building, and (3) the work of BUP in implementation of the Bikeshare program. 

White Flint Liaison.  Boardmember Tara Flynn reported that the White Flint Implementation Advisory Committee elected Francine Waters as it Chair, held discussions about the nature of the work the committee should undertake and heard a briefing on a proposed Washington Gas communications tower.

Miscellaneous Matters.  A motion was made and seconded that the Board approve a draft letter to the County Executive commending the use of Rapid Transit along key transit corridors to hold steady or improve current levels of congestion, but calling attention to safety and access concerns voiced by residents of Chevy Chase West and Friendship Heights, with respect to extending dedicated Rapid Transit lanes on the already heavily congested Wisconsin Avenue into Friendship Heights.  Residents of Chevy Chase West, ingress and egress to which is limited to Wisconsin Avenue, maintain that such an extension could create safety risks and make turns out of Chevy Chase West for northbound travel on Wisconsin Avenue impossible.  Friendship Heights residents are concerned that the proposed extension would create an irremediable vehicular bottleneck in Friendship Heights.  Moreover, the residents point out that placing a Rapid Transit station across from the existing bus terminal would further block vehicular traffic and compromise pedestrian and bicycle safety.  The Board unanimously approved the draft letter.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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