WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING
OCTOBER 15, 2012

The meeting was called to order at the above regional service center at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present.  Heather Dlhopolsky, Chair;  Jane Boynton, Jad Donohoe, Tara Flynn, Harlivleen (Livleen) Gill, Fritz Hirst, Ilaya Rome Hopkins, Jeffrey Hearle, Aileen Klein, Marc Korman, Virginia Miller, Robert Schwarzbart, John Thomas.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.  The minutes of the Board Meeting held on September 24, 2012 were approved.

Round Table Discussion – Pedestrian/Bicycle Connectivity.  Sande Brecher, MCDOT, joined by Rob Elder, also with MCDOT and Jack Cochrane, with MoBike, led a discussion of the proposed Montgomery County bikeshare system, which would be available to provide bicycle rentals for those who wish to use them for short trips in congested areas of the county and other trips.  For the first phase of the system’s operation, MCDOT is in the process of selecting siting 30 sites for bikeshare stations with 200 rental bikes in lower Montgomery County and 20 sties for stations, also with 200 bikes, in mid-county.
Tentative locations for the lower county stations, as shown on handouts provided by Ms. Brecher, would have four stations to serve the Friendship Heights Metro stop, nine stations primarily serving the Bethesda Metro stop, two stations to serve the Medical Center Metro stop, eight stations to serve the Silver Spring Metro stop and six stations to serve points in Takoma Park (Old Town, Takoma Park Community Center, Washington Adventist Hospital, etc.).  In the area serving metro stops,, one station will be located at the stop, with the others located in dense residential and commercial neighborhoods to provide bike transit for short trips to and from the metro stops.  MCDOT expects to have the stations installed to start the first phase of the system next the spring.

Some Board members and members of the audience discussed the importance that sufficient attention be given to assuring the safety of the bikeshare system, both for of the bicycles provided, as well as for pedestrians on the walkways and streets on which bikes will be allowed to operate.

Emergency Preparedness.  Chris Voss, Director, Montgomery County’s Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (OEMHS), gave a brief review of the damage caused of the derecho that hit the Washington D C area last summer.  He said that 77 per cent of PEPCO’s customers in Montgomery County (238,000 out of 310,000) suffered outages.  As for PEPCO’s response, three days after the storm, PEPCO had 79 crews operating in the county.  Approximately 1,200 crews were operating at that time in Northern Virginia.

Mr. Voss explained the activity of Alert Montgomery, an alert system operated by OEMHS.  He said that Montgomery County residents who have not done so should sign up with the system at https://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov

Liaison Reports and Other Items of Interest.

1.
  Heather Dlhopolski reported on a meeting of the PEPCO-Montgomery County Advisory Group.  She said that, in addition to issues of concern, the cost of putting electrical distribution systems underground and “smart” meters were discussed.

2.    Aileen Klein reported that the 1st District Police Headquarters is moving from Rockville to Gaithersburg.  The official move is to occur in December or January.

3.  Marc Korman reported on the Taste of Bethesda, an annual open-air festival that this year was attended by as many as 35,400.

4.  Ilaya Hopkins reported on a recent meeting of the BRAC advisory group.  She mentioned the continuing work on Rockville Pike in the vicinity of the Walter Reed National Medical Center and said that federal funds are now available for an elevator on the east side of Rockville Pike for use with a pedestrian tunnel under the roadway and that another environmental impact statement is being prepared for the renovation of older buildings on the medical center site.

5.  Ken Hartman reported on activity of the Planning Board with respect to NIH and the Chevy Chase Lake development.

6.  Tara Flynn reported that a resolution was adopted by the Ad Hoc Committee for White Flint to formalize an advisory committee for White Flint and consider an urban partnership for the White Flint area similar to Bethesda Urban Partnership.

7.  Fritz Hirst reported on a public meeting he attended regarding the Connecticut Avenue Corridor sector plan.  He said that a staff draft presented at the meeting was well received and that there were discussions of traffic concerns and connectivity issues with the Purple Line. 

8.  Ken Hartman (a) thanked those who served in the Regional Center tent for the Taste of Bethesda festival and (b) announced that a World of Montgomery Festival would be held on October 21 at the Wheaton Triangle.  Music, dance, visual art and story-telling to showcase the diverse cultural heritages that play an active role in the lives of Montgomery County residents were planned for the day.

9.  Bob Schwarzbart mentioned the Taste of Friendship Heights event held on September 29, 2012. 

10.  Debbie Spielberg, a staff member for Councilmember Marc Elrich, reported that (1) the Council has opened the Clarksburg Master Plan for amendment before it would consider  proposed development to progress in the area of Ten Mile Creek, (2) the Council’s Planning, Housing and Economic Development (PHED) Committee continued its review of the proposed 2012-16 Subdivision Staging Policy and its use of a new Transportation Policy Area Review and (3) a zoning amendment dealing with accessory apartments has been introduced (see ZTA 12-11) and is under consideration in the PHED Committee.

11.  Ilaya Hopkins brought up a matter involving Montgomery County Public Schools and the size of the planned addition to BCC High School. 

12.  A member of the audience raised the suggestion that fire hydrants in sidewalks be reallocated in conjunction with scheduled water line work.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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