WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Regional Services Center 
4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING
May 20, 2013

The meeting was called to order at the Bethesda-Chavy Chase Regional Services Center, 4805 Edgemoor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814 at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present.  Marc Korman, Chair; Jad Donohoe, Vice-Chair; John Bowis, Jane Boynton, Tara Flynn, Jeffrey R. Hearle, Fritz Hirst, Aileen Klein, Virginia Miller, Nancy Regelin, Robert Schwarzbart and John Thomas.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.  Minutes of the Board Meeting held on April 15, 2013 were approved.

County Council Report/Discussion. The Honorable Roger Berliner, Member of the Montgomery County Council for District One, gave a report on Council matters that was primarily focused on the FY 2014 County Operating Budget.  That budget passed a “straw” vote by the Council members last week and is expected to be enacted by the Council in the near future.  The budget calls for total spending of $4.8 billion and represents an increase in County spending of 4.1 percent.   Councilmember Berliner discussed major budget items including (a) reduction in the energy tax by 10%, (b) school funding in the amount requested by the Montgomery County Board of Education, (c) adjustments in county employees’ compensation to include 6.75 percent raises for 70 percent of the county employees, (d) funding for the BikeShare program and increased funding for county libraries.  After his presentation, Councilmember Berliner took questions from the Board members and the audience on subjects including Bethesda-Chevy Chase middle schools, developments in Chevy Chase Lake and White Flint, and funding of the Purple Line from state gas tax revenues.

Community Forum.   Audience questions on sidewalks along on Seven Locks road from Bradley to Tuckerman Lane and other improvement projects, existing and proposed were discussed.   

Presentation/Discussion – Montgomery County Housing Policy.  Stephanie Killian, Montgomery County Department of Housing and Community Affairs, presented an update and summary of the 2012 Montgomery County Housing Policy.  She discussed the major goals of the policy -- to preserve existing affordable housing and support development of new housing, to increase the number of affordable housing units, to conserve and care for the county’s residential neighborhoods and invest in quality communities and strive to prevent homelessness in the county. Discussion following Ms. Killian’s presentation centered on the impact of federal sequester on the county housing voucher program and ways in which affordable housing units could be increased.   

Roundtable Discussion on Tenant Rights in Montgomery County.  Matthew Losak of Renters Alliance, an organization that works to organize and advocates for renters, and Rosie McCray-Moody, a mediator of landlord-tenant disputes with the county’s Office of Landlord-Tenant Affairs, led a roundtable discussion on tenant rights in Montgomery County.   Among the topics discussed were recent rent increases, some as much as 40 percent, changing  demographics of the county and resulting increase in the number and percentage of the populations who are renting, the nature of the 650 to 700 complaints filed with the Commission on Tenant Affairs, of which 98 percent are settled, and the possibility that rent control or other policies of rent stabilization might be adopted in the county.  No speaker opined that the likelihood of seeing such policies in the future was high.

Board Discussion of Transportation Issues.  Ken Hartman reported that an order of bicycles for the county Bike Share program has been placed and a consultant for the program has been retained.  He also discussed the bus bay closures at the Bethesda Metro Station.  The Board also discussed the proposal of the Maryland Transit Authority to cancel three of its five bus routes on the Intercounty Connector starting August 1.  The Board authorized its member Ilaya Hopkins to speak for the Board at a public hearing scheduled for June 7 in Gaithersburg and for Board Chair Marc Korman and Regional Service Center Director Ken Hartman to confer with Ms. Hopkins regarding the Board’s position on this matter.

Presentation – Community Emergency Response Training.  Jay Wilson of Maryland Community Emergency Response Team outlined the training offered free of charge to persons interested in learning how to help in emergencies.  Such training, he said, is not offered in public schools.

Miscellaneous Matters.  (1)  The Board Approved a letter to the Montgomery County Council commenting and recommending amendments on a bill proposed by Councilmember George Leventhal aimed at improving coordination around road construction projects (Bill 2-13).

(2)   
 The Board approved a letter to County Executive Isiah Leggett in support of expanding outreach of the Bethesda and Frienship Heights Transportation Management Districts (TMD) to include multifamily housing in those areas.  Outreach to multifamily housing is conducted in the North Bethesda TMD. 

(3)  Board Member Tara Flynn reported that the White Flint Sector Downtown Advisory Committee has held an organizational meeting at which Francine Waters was named chair of the committee.

(4)  Aileen Klein reported on a periodic check-in program required for sex offenders in Montgomery County Police District One and on Rockville’s Memorial Day Ceremony and Parade. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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