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Dr. Monifa McKnight currently serves as Deputy Superintendent in MCPS. Prior to this  
role, she served as the Chief School Management and Instructional Leadership Officer  
for Howard County Public Schools.  

Prior to going to Howard County, Dr. McKnight served as the Director for Secondary  
Leadership Development Programs in Montgomery County Public Schools. She also  
served as a Campus Principal Ambassador Fellow for the United States Department of  
Education in 2016 under the leadership of Secretary of Education John King.  

Dr. McKnight was honored as the 2015 Maryland Middle School Principal of the Year by  
the Maryland Association of Secondary School Principals and as the 2015 Maryland  
State Principal of the Year by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.  
She received this honor during her 5th year as the Principal of Ridgeview Middle School  
in Gaithersburg, MD.  

Dr. McKnight’s prior experiences in education include: classroom teacher, English  
Resource Teacher, Staff Development Teacher, and Assistant Principal. She holds a  
Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from South Carolina State  



University in Orangeburg, South Carolina, a Master of Science in Educational  
Leadership from Bowie State University, Bowie Maryland, and a Doctorate of Education  
in Educational Leadership and Policy from the University of Maryland, College Park. 


