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KEY SKILLS & COMPETENCIES 

Estate Planning & Wealth Transfer 
Attorney 

Business Owner & Entrepreneur 

Exceptional Communication Skills  

Adept in Attaining Client Trust, 
Confidence, and Consensus  

Accomplished in Law Firm 
Marketing and Client Acquisition  

 

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS 

Maryland 

District of Columbia 

US Court of Appeals 4th Circuit 

US Court of Appeals 6th Circuit 

US Dist Court District of Maryland 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

American Bar Association 

Real Property, Trust & Estate 
Law Section 

Taxation Section 

Maryland State Bar Association 

Section of Estate & Trust Law 

Bar Association of Montgomery 
County, Maryland 

Estate & Trust Law Section 

District of Columbia Bar 
Association 

Estate, Trusts, & Probate Law 
Section 

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 

Licensed attorney with professional practice experience in estate planning & 
wealth transfer, elder law, estate & trust tax law, and business planning. 
Previous practice experience in intellectual property law, employee benefits 
litigation, and employment law litigation.  

Currently provide Wealth Transfer Planning for clients, including regularly 

assisting clients in implementing strategies with the following objectives: 

 Ensuring that clients’ assets are passed to their intended heirs and 

beneficiaries in an efficient manner 

 Reducing or eliminating taxes associated with estates and trusts 

 Reducing probate assets and ensuring non-probate assets are properly titled 

for efficient distribution after death 

 Advising estate fiduciaries during probate estate administration and trust 

administration 

 Protecting assets from depletion due to costs and expenses associated with 

long-term care or disability 

 Providing business formation and succession planning strategies for small 

business owners and family business entities 
 
 

EDUCATION 

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC 
2015, LL.M. in Taxation (candidate) 
Certificate in Estate Planning 

 
Chicago-Kent College of Law, Chicago, Illinois 
1994, Juris Doctor (J.D.), Intellectual Property Law 
Moot Court, 1992-1993, National Saul Lefkowitz Moot Court Competition: 
Trademark & Unfair Trade 
Research Assistant: 

Professor Richard Gonzalez—“Remedies in Employment Law” 
Professor Howard Eglit—“Age Discrimination” 2nd Edition 

 
The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland 
1991, Master of Science (M.S.), Computer Science 
Concentration: Database Management Systems  
Master's Project:  Intelligent Database Management Systems:  
Developed an Intelligent Database Management System in LISP, 
programming low-level relational algebra functions, structured query 
language, and a natural language interface  

 
Towson University, Towson, Maryland 
1986, Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
Double Major:  Business Management, Computer Science 
 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Cheryl S. Johnson 
905 Wesley Road 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
(240) 988-5530 
Cheryl@SellersJohnsonLaw.com 



ONLINE PRESENCE 

Web site: 
www.SellersJohnsonLaw.com 

LinkedIn Profile: 
www.linkedin.com/in/
CherylSellersJohnson 

 

 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

 Principles and Practice of Real 
Estate in Maryland, 60-hour 
Maryland Pre-Licensing Course 
for Real Estate Agents covering 
Maryland Real Estate Law & 
Ethics, 2003 

 

Adjunct Assistant Professor at 
University of Maryland, 1997; 
Business Law and Computer 
Science full semester courses: 

 Intellectual Property Law for 
Business 

 Structured Query Language 

Advanced UNIX and C 

 

ARTICLES 

 “Investing in Real Estate 
Through your Self-Directed 
IRA:  Sound Retirement 
Strategy or Tax Planning 
Disaster ?” 

 

 

POSITIONS HELD 

Sellers Johnson Law, PC, Rockville, Maryland 2010-present 
Estate Planning & Wealth Transfer Attorney 
 

Practice estate planning & wealth transfer, tax planning, elder law, and 
business planning.  Work with mid– to high-net worth clients and small 
business owners.  Advise  clients on a full spectrum of financial and estate 
planning services, including estate and business planning, based on their 
estate and financial planning goals. Develop customized solutions that 
emphasize clients’ personal family objectives and estate asset mix. 
 

Estate and Business Planning practice focused on: 

 Providing simple and complex estate planning, wealth preservation, 
and wealth transfer strategies;  

 Developing complex trusts including grantor trusts, irrevocable trusts, 
credit shelter trusts, stand-alone retirement trusts, supplemental 
needs trusts, and charitable trusts; 

 Assisting clients with minimizing federal & state estate taxes, income 
taxes, retirement taxes, capital gains taxes, inheritance taxes, gift 
taxes, and generation skipping transfer taxes; 

 Counseling clients on advanced financial planning matters including 
asset protection planning; real estate investment planning; charitable 
planning, and retirement planning. 

 Implementing asset protection strategies in long term care planning; 

 Providing estate and trust administration guidance and post-mortem 
estate planning to maximize the transfer of wealth; and 

 Advising clients regarding business formation (LLCs, Family Limited 
Partnerships, SCorps), Articles of Organization, Buy-Sell Agreements. 

 
FTI Consulting, Inc., Washington, DC 2006-2010 
Software License Negotiation and Director of Proposal 
Development 
 

For FTI’s Technology practice, negotiated software and professional services 
license agreements for FTI’s electronic discovery products and services.  As 
Director of Proposal Development, developed and managed the Request for 
Proposal (RFP) Response Workflow and Process Improvement Initiative. 
 

 Responsible for negotiating software license agreements, support 
and maintenance agreements, and professional services 
agreements for FTI’s Attenex and Ringtail software products. 

 Managed a team that developed the RFP Knowledgebase; 
maintained and disseminated domain knowledge about FTI’s 
evolving product and service offerings; and ensured that RFP 
Response quality and consistency was aligned with FTI’s 
marketing and sales objectives. 

 Implemented RFP Workflow and Process Improvement Initiative, 
increasing win rates by 149% between 2007 and 2008; and 
increased RFP response capacity by 190% between 2007 and 2008. 
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COMMUNITY & VOLUNTEER 
ACTIVITIES 

 Advisory Committee Member, 
Representative Payee Program, 
Montgomery County Mental 
Health Association, Maryland 

 Former Volunteer Mediator, 
Human Relations Commission 
of Montgomery County, 
Maryland 

 

 

PERSONAL 

 Born in Bethesda, Maryland, 
and currently living in 
Rockville, Maryland; except for 
attending universities, a life-
long resident of Montgomery 
County, Maryland 

 Nature and animal lover who 
spends as much time as possible 
engaging in outdoor activities, 
including sports and live music, 
with family and friends 

 
 

Lockheed Martin Corporation, Washington, DC 2005-2006 
Manager of Litigation Support and Legal IT Projects at Federal Trade 
Commission 
 

Worked on-site at Federal Trade Commission with the Bureau of Consumer 
Protection. Managed project execution for legal IT projects for the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) legal systems. 
 
SRA International, Inc., Fairfax, Virginia 1999-2004 
Principal, Legal Technology Subject Matter Expert 
 

Increased the efficiency and accuracy of the practice of law as a Legal 
Technology Subject Matter Expert. 

 Subject-Matter Expert for the Social Security Administration (SSA) 
Office of General Counsel (OGC). 

 Database Technical Lead for the US Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit technology systems. 

 Project Manager for the Hogan & Hartson law firm IT Assessment  
 
Law Offices of Cheryl A. Sellers, PC, Rockville, Maryland 1997-1999 
Intellectual Property Attorney 
 

Practiced Intellectual Property Law and High Technology Law.   Assisted 
clients in obtaining federal and state protection for their creations, 
inventions, and trade secrets via copyright laws, trademark laws, patent laws, 
trade secret laws, and licensing agreements. 

 Negotiated and drafted software license agreements, consultant 
agreements, software development contracts, employee policies and 
manuals, and confidentiality agreements for computer software 
development companies 

 Obtained patent protection for a small business client 

 Litigated Intellectual Property matters including a patent 
infringement case; an internet domain/trademark dispute; and 
copyright infringement of a Web site. 

 
University of Maryland University College 1996-1998 
Part-time Adjunct Assistant Professor 
 

Adjunct Assistant Professor at University of Maryland University College for 
the Business Law and Computer Science departments: Intellectual Property 
Law for Business; Advanced Database Management Systems; Structured 
Query Language (SQL); and Advanced UNIX and C. 
 
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) Health & Retirement 
Funds, Office of General Counsel (OGC), Washington, DC 1995-1997 
Associate Counsel     
 

Practiced Employee Benefits and Employment Law, representing the United 
Mine Workers of America (UMWA) pension plan in litigation for pension 
benefits by retired mine workers.  Litigated employee benefits cases before the 
US Court of Appeals for the Fourth and Sixth Circuits. 
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