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Montgomery County, Maryland

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

22880Whelan Lane  ( Boyds, Maryland 20841
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Montgomery County Correctional Facility 

Community Advisory Group

Monthly Minutes

March 15, 2005

Attendance:

Bina Allgood
OSC, MCCF

Mary Jones-Brown
Deputy Warden, MCCF

Rodney Brown
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office

Richard Green
Lieutenant, Custody & Security, MCCF

Nancy Hislop
Up-County Services Center
W.F. Terry Reister
Pastor, Hyattstown Community Christian Church

Agnes Saeuz
Community Ministry of Rockville
Brent Simmons
Upper County Seventh Day Adventist Church

Patricia Sollock
Administrator, Crisis Intervention Unit, MCCF

Gale Starkey
Correctional Specialist IV, MCCF
Tim Warner
Pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 

INTRODUCTION

Deputy Warden Mary Jones-Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Warden Green was on vacation leave. 

RE-ENTRY RESOURCE GUIDE

Gale Starkey, Correctional Specialist IV, shared with the group the proposed Re-Entry Resource Guide.  This is a booklet that is given to an inmate prior to being released from the facility.  It will assist them with the information needed to obtain a social security card, birth certificate, citizenship, Maryland MVA identification card, driver’s license, and other community resource information that is available.  The Re-Entry Resource Guide is being developed and reviewed by MCCF staff at this time.  

There is also a proposed departmental issued temporary identification card for inmates being developed.  It will be used to identify the ex-inmate in the community until they can obtain permanent identification.  

In the area of re-entry, Rev. Warner inquired about what connections are being made with the families of the inmates and how are they being contacted to help with a successful transition back to community.  More information to follow on this issue, as it is tied to the budget, it is premature to discuss at this time.

GANG ACTIVITY

Lieutenant Richard Green spoke about the department’s Gang Unit.  It was recognized some time ago that there was a continuing increase in gang criminal activity in this area, as well as across the country.  Gangs utilize correctional facilities for recruitment and organizational purposes.  The DOCR Gang Unit is part of a County wide Gang Task Force, comprised of various law enforcement agencies.  They are also a member of a regional network, which exchanges information across jurisdictional lines.  For the safety of the staff and inmates, it is very important that the correctional facility Gang Unit stay up to date on the most recent gang activities (new gangs, rivalry gangs, gang symbols and colors, potential gang fights).  

There is very little gang violence in the correctional facility.  This is accomplished by identifying the gang members and letting them know that we know about their gang affiliation.  The wearing of gang colors or symbols and possessing written gang material is prohibited.  

Crisis INTERVENTION UNIT

Patricia Sollock, Administrator, Crisis Intervention Unit (CIU), gave an update on the Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) treatment program for our Crisis Intervention population.  This is a national, state of the art, treatment for cognitive behavior.  To implement a pilot DBT treatment program at MCCF, four Therapists went for intensive DBT training.  The DBT treatment program is designed to treat the most difficult to treat patient.  

This therapy is based on cognitive behavioral principles.  It addresses the person that is born with vulnerability and inability to regulate emotion.  The therapy as it is utilized, accepts the person for what they are and also motivates them to change.  Approximately one year ago, CIU began a pilot program utilizing the components of DBT treatment.  They saw a reduction in suicide attempts, self injury/self threatening behavior, and visits to the emergency room.  They were very excited about the results.  Even though the jail has the most difficult to treat individuals, the results were consistent with what the research data reported.  Our population has a large group of individuals that could benefit greatly from DBT treatment.  More extensive training for staff will be forthcoming.  

FIRE STATION

Nancy Hislop from the Upcounty Regional Services Center discussed that the County is in the process of purchasing land for the Clarksburg Fire Station.  The potential sites are still being evaluated. 

COMMUNITY INPUT

Rev. Reister announced his congregation would again be putting together “Camp Starfish” on August 8, 9, and 10, 2005.  The camp is designed to allow the child of an incarcerated inmate the ability to participate in a structured summer camp at no cost to the family.  

The next meeting (bi-monthly) will be a BREAKFAST MEETING Tuesday,

May 17, 2005 at 7:30 A.M. 

at MCCF, (2nd Floor)
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