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June 14, 2012 
 
 
Mr. James E. Brewer, CPSS/SC 
Resource Soil Scientist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service  
28577 Mary’s Court, Suite 3 
Easton, Maryland 21601-7499 
  
Dear Mr. Brewer:   
 
 In accordance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act, Rummel, Klepper & Kahl (RK&K) is 
submitting a revised Farmland Conversion Impact Rating form (NRCS-CPA-106) on behalf of the 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT).  MCDOT is evaluating several alternative 
alignments for the extension of Midcounty Highway (also known as M-83) from Goshen Road to MD 
Route 27 (Ridge Road).  Alternative 4 and three Northern Terminus Options of Alternative 9 would 
impact farmland on the Benson-Sibley Farm, the Woodfield Farm, and the farmed portion of the All 
Souls Cemetery (see enclosed figures).  
  
 The Benson-Sibley Farm is a 120-acre property which has access to Brink Road.  It is currently 
owned by the Bethel Church, which uses the farmhouse as a residence for the pastor.  A shed and milk 
house are no longer used, and have deteriorated.  The Church has an application pending for the 
construction of a church and school, but has been unable to obtain septic approval.  This property’s fields 
are leased to several local farmers and parishioners.   
 
 The Woodfield Farm is a 105-acre farmstead which has access to Wildcat Road.  The property 
contains a farmhouse constructed in 1903, and two sheds, which are all that remain of the original farm 
complex.  The farmhouse and out-buildings, which have been abandoned by the current owner, are 
deteriorated, but the fields are leased to a local farmer who is cultivating them.   
 
 In accordance with your instruction, we have revised our assessment of farmland impact acreage to 
include the acquisition of property from the All Souls Cemetery.   
 
 Corridor A on the attached form corresponds to highway Alternative 4 Modified.  This alternative 
would widen Brink Road from 2 lanes to a 4-lane divided highway.  With this alternative, a sliver of 
property would need to be acquired from both the Benson-Sibley Farm and the Woodfield Farm, 
amounting to 2.8 acres of farmland conversion.  (The portion of Brink Road along the All Souls Cemetery 
is already 4 lanes wide.)   
 
 Corridor B corresponds to Northern Terminus Option A of Alternative 9.  This alternative would 
provide a 4-lane divided highway on a new alignment that would follow Wildcat Road for a distance of 
1000 feet north of Brink Road before swerving to cross the farmland in the rear of the All Souls 
Cemetery.  With this alternative, the impact to the farmed portion of the All Souls Cemetery would result 
in an 18.9-acre farmland conversion.   Farmland remaining on either side of this alternative would 
continue to be accessible by farm equipment; therefore, this alternative would not result in any indirect 
conversion of farmland.    
 
 Corridor C corresponds to Northern Terminus Option B of Alternative 9.  This alternative would 
necessitate the widening of Brink Road to a 4-lane divided highway, resulting in a farmland conversion of 
3.1 acres from Benson-Sibley Farm and Woodfield Farm.   
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 Corridor D corresponds to Northern Terminus Option D of Alternative 9.    This alternative would 
provide a 4-lane divided highway on a new alignment bisecting the Benson-Sibley Farm, Woodfield 
Farm, and the farmland on the All Souls Cemetery property, resulting in a 34.4-acre conversion of 
farmland.   Farmland remaining on either side of this alternative would continue to be accessible by farm 
equipment; therefore, this alternative would not result in any indirect conversion of farmland.    
 
  We have completed Parts I and III of Form CPA-106.  We request your assistance in completing 
Parts II, IV, and V, and request that you return the form to RK&K at 81 Mosher Street, Baltimore, MD 
21217.   Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please call me at 410-462-9139 or 
email me at pwettlaufer@rkk.com 
 
 

•Sincerely, 
• 
•Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP 
• 
• 
• 
•Paul R. Wettlaufer 
•Senior Environmental Planner 

 
Enclosures 
  
CC:  Greg Hwang, MCDOT 

























































Concurrcncc Form 

.Midcounty Corridor Study 
SIontgomery County, Maryland 

Purposc and Nced Statement 

Rcspnnsihlc Organization: 

Project Manapcr: 

Supportin2 Document: 

January 3,2007 

Montgomery County Ilep:~nmant of Publ~c Wurks and 
Transportation 

Jeri Cauthorn, PE, Project M3113gtr 
Montgomery County Departinen t ui' Public Works and 
Transportation 
I0 1 Monroe Street 
Kuckville, Md. 20850 
Phune: 740-777-7231 
FAX: 240-777-7277 
E-mail: Jeri.Cauthorn~~mon:g~1m~~co~1nrl;md.~o~~ 

I'urpose and Need 
.Midco~~nty Corridor Study 
January 2007 

Definition nf Cnnturrcnrc: \Vt.'riItcn ddcnninatiun by the agency that thc project information to date is 
considrred adequate and the agency R ~ T C L ' S  t l ~ c  projc~t  development process can be advanccd to the next 
qtage. Agenc~rs agrcc not to rcxl>lt the previuus procebs steps unless project conditions change. 

The Monlgnmer) C'ou~ltl; L>cpartment uf Public Wurks and Transportat~on (IIPWT), in cooperation with 
the l!S Army C o ~ p s  of Eng~neers (USACE). 1s evaluating improvements between the cornmuntttes of 
\Vach~ngtnn (;rove axid C'larksburg, cdsl uf I-270. in Montgomery County, Maryland. 

DPiL'T, USACE, Incnl. statc and federal resource agencles are workmg collaboratively to follow the 
M a y l a n d  Streamlitlcd Etlvlrr~nnlental and Regulaiury Process for Transportation Projects. As part of that 
proceq~. U T I ~ T C I :  cr3tlc'iltlcncc I >  IICCJC<I t ( l  d l l vdn~e  1111~ project. Your signature oil thls furm mi11 ~ulii l l  that 
rtqujrcrncnt Oy >~gning thlh d~~curnent. agencles have Indicated concurrence with the Midcounty Corridor 
Study Pur;losc ;tnJ Need 

The pilrposrs for tmtlspnrt~t~otl 1mprc)vr.nltnts In the Midcounty Corridor Study area are: 

To sclicvc prcyrcte~l L~mgssTlon on rnad\ray f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e r  between Clarksburg and Gaithersburg. east u f  
1-170; 
to prov~dr a north-south cotridor w l ~ ~ z h  ~tiipravcs thc snfcty end cfficiuncy uf  short and modcrate 
lrngrh tnps iri  the study area: 
to i~nprovc vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to restdential. commercial and employment 
destinations in Clarksburg and in the eastern areas of Ga~thersburg and Germantown; and 
tu develop all improvements in at1 etivironmentnlly sensitive manner using measures to avoid, 
m~nirn i~e ,  and mitigate impacts. 

The needs for this project arc based on the following: 



RL-rhrcv El-i~rlng und 1-'urtire Cbngerrron. Several it~tersections along MI3 355 and other major 
rond\rmal;s In thc study nrca wcrc approaching unacceptable levels of service or were failing 111 the 
pcak hours in 2005. Allnud c v r r y  s ~ g n a l ~ z c d  intcrscc~ion will worsen over the existing condition. 
iind in m m y  cast&,  WIII deteriorate to LOS k' by 2U3U. Lorth-south travel tlmes along the existing 
3~1~rials  wi l l  also significantly increase over the planning horizon. 

w Improve ve/iicrilar sqfetv. ~1'11~ accident history of MD 355 exceeds the statewide average fur similar 
ruadways. Most of the accidents are clustered around the niirncrou~ ~ntcrscctions on M D  355 
I,'nhrmre !he ujficierlcy q j  r11e ~oadrvlry nehr'ork rrnd improi:e I ~ L *  r r)rirjr,c t i : ) n ~  hrhirrn ccvnomic 
rrntcr.7. Currently, lucal~zed north-south travel is provided by MD 355. ml i i ch  I~ns little to no access 
control. In fact, bctwccn ML) 123 and MD 27 thcre arc aln~ost 100 access points a l o ~ ~ g  MI) 335 uber 
a distance of 4.3 miles. Improveti network efficiency and conncctic?ns between economic and 
rcsidcntial centcrs in the study area are necessary to facilitate the movement ot' goods and people in 
the rcgiun. 
.,ircn~~rrr:odfi?c ~?lr:nnc,r/ !cnri :rsc m r !  firhr~e gro~l?h. This region n f  the count). 1s 31no1iy :hc h5 teq t  

growing for buth cn~pluymen~ and huusiug. with a sizable portion ot 111e counh's rernainlng 
residential growth planned within the study area. 
P ~ O L - I J C  L'hi~:ts~'Ic (~tldpedest~iun ronnt.ctior~s. The region Iacks adequate north-sourh. om--streel bikc 
paths necessary to providc co~ltinuity and connections between existing and future b ~ k e  fi ic~lit lrs in 
thc region. 
E/?llrrt~c.c Ixonrclrrnd secririp. Improved north-soutli access would enhance emergency rrhpunlc and 
evacuation by providing an efficient alternative to the existing congesrrll north-sou~h ruurcs. 
Furthermore. less congestion on the existing routes would improve emergrncy response along ~ h c s c  
ruadways. 
Impmi,c rhc Qrrulitv nfLtfe. Reducing comlnute tirnes and offering a safer a l terna~ivr  to the already 
congested local roads and arterials for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians ~vould enhance the overall 
quality of life of potentla1 users. 

liavir~g discussed the idcntificd ~lccds, thc agency representative by hlsjher signature to the document 
sigr,ifics concurrence with the Midcounty Corridor Study Purpose and Need. Concurrence with thc 
P~~rposc and Kced establishes the foundation fur moving tbward w~th the project. Only after fully 
evaluating alternatives and assessing their social. economic, and en~~ronmental  impacts, as well as 
receiving public input. can a dec~s~un be made concemlng whcthcr or [lot an acceptable solution exists to 
catisfy thc P U I ~ P S C  and 11ccd for ii transpurtatiul~ improvcmcnt. 

Concur as Prcscntctl )C Concur with Cun~mcntl; 

Comments/Reason for Non-C'oncurrcnrc: 

Do Lot Concur 

Additiunal Information Keedrd 

S~gnahire. . . - . . . . . 

( I 
Agency: -. . ,+eM“ Lor$( [,,' E ~ G , ~ ~ I & T ~ J  - DALTIMO.?IC~ DI~TKILC 
Date: // ? 

Plcasc return this form to Jcri Cauthorn, PE (Projcct Manager) no later than Januar)' f 7, 2007. 























- .  
To: d @ c  1 &d %,c* Date: 1 - 2 9  - 0 7 

FPX #: 290 - 7 7 7 - ~ 7 7  Pages:A , including this cover s k t ,  

From: gds - &c<, 

Subject: H ' 4 C - k  k+++ "?+ C N P - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

COMMENTS: 



Tile needs for this project are based on the following: 

Rcducc Exiszing and Future Cofigestion Several intersections along MD 355 and other rnaior 
roadways In thc study area were approaching unacceptable levels uf sesvicc or were fajling in Ihc 
peak hours in 2005. Almost every signalized intersection %bill worsen over the txisting condjtioil, 
and iw many cases, will deteriorate to LOS F by 2030. Nod-sauch bavel times along the cxisting 
arterials w111 also significantly increase over the planning horizon. 
Improve vehicular sajery. Thc accident history of 355 exzeeds Ihe  statewide average for silnilw 
roadways. Most of ho accidents are clustared wound the numerous i~ltersecrions on Mi2 335.  
Enhancc the efticiency o j  rhe ruarhuw nenvork und improve rhe connections berwzcn econarnic 
centers. Currently, localized nod-south navel is provided by MD 355, which has little to 110 acccu 
conEol. In faa, between MD 124 and MD 27 &ere me almosr 100 access points along MD 353' over 
a distance of 4.3 miles. Improved network efficiency and conneciions between ecclnumic and 
residential centers in the study aTea are necessary to facilittlrc h e  movement of goods and people in 
the region. 
Accomnlodase planned land use and fulure growrh. This region of the county is anlong rhe fdstest 
gowing for both employment trnd housing, w i h  a sizable pcflion of the county's remaining 
~esidentjsl g~owtvth plnnned withln h e  srudy area. 
Provide biqcle undpedesrrian conneclion~. The region I B C ~  adequate north-sooth, off-street bikc 
parhs necessary to provide continuity and connecdons bctween existing and future bike hc:lities in 
the region. 
Enjrance hon~eland secariQ. Tmproved north-south access would enhance cmergcncy responso and 
evacuation by providing an efficient alrernstive to Qle &sting congested nnrtll-sou& routcs. 
Furthermore, less congestion on the exlsting routes would improve emergency response along these 
roadways. 
Improve rlza Qualtr), of LIfe. Reducing commute times and offering a safer alternative to the already 
congested local roads and arterials for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians wodd enhance the overall 
quality of lift  of potential users. 

Having discussed the identified needs, he agency representative by bisher s ipawe to the document 
signifies concurrence with tbe Midcou~lty Comdor Smdy Purpose and Need- Concurrence ~ ~ i r h  thc 
Purpose and Nred establishes the foundation for moving forward with the projecr. Only after fully 
evalua~ing aItemtives and assessing their social, economic, and environmental impacts. as well LF 

xccivinp public input, can a decision be made concerning u7hethor or not an acceptable solution exists LO 
satisfy the purpose md need for a tt-anspnation improvement. 

Concur as hesenred Concur with Comments / Do Not Concur 

CommenrdReason for Nan-Concurrerce: 

EplS h .r-.=cw~h- Chd ~ F A A O T ,  US I - ~ a n ~ i I - c - n ~  L ~ L ~ J - .  
O C C ~ C ) ~ ~  4 L ~ 4 ~ r  ~h a i k f f i ~ . h ~ m  r ~ R ~ i ~ f l  A k63 b & f t . 5 :  +,Q l ? e ~ d /  ~ Q J J U  

r p r 9 e s t r &  . J ,/ 
Addirional Informarion Seeded: 

L d o k  h r a u c f i J  se~ty &nrhuhu -- iocDred+L c l - r -  ~J-Q-I car di;c-+' 

r ~1 

Signature: -- 
, - 

Agency: 

Date: i-2'7' - 0 7 .  

Please rcturn fhis form to Jcrl Cauthorn, PE (I'rojcct ~Vanager) no lutcr than ncccmber 22,2006, 
- 

,Cl;'8proje~b\ 1 #9\9973 mvoccU4'9urpose and NeedPNConiurrence Form. doc 
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August 24, 2012 
 
Mr. Greg Hwang, Capital Projects Manager 
Division of Transportation Engineering 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
100 Edison Park Drive, 4th Floor 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang 
 
The City of Gaithersburg would like to again thank you and your team for meeting with staff 
August 6, 2012.  The City appreciates the opportunity to further comment on Alternatives 5, 8, 
and 9 being considered as alternatives retained for detailed study (ARDS), as part of the 
Midcounty Corridor Study, M-83.  
 
Upon meeting with your team and reviewing your Response Letter, dated August 8, 2012 the City 
offers the following comments: 
 
Alternative 5: 
 
The City would re-emphasize our opposition to this alternative. This alternative increases traffic 
on MD 355, Frederick Avenue and impacts the MD 355-MD 124 intersection; however, in the 
County’s Response Letter, 2030 CLVs in the AM and PM for this currently failing intersection 
are forecast to be below the City’s APFO standard of 1450. Staff questions the reasoning behind 
these numbers. The proposed improvements, such as services roads and MD 355 widening, seem 
more “theoretical” rather than feasible. Staff believes such improvements will involve property 
acquisitions, which the City opposes, and consensus from State Highway Administration (SHA). 
The City would like to review SHA’s position on this alternative and Alternative 8. Further this 
alternative does not address the inclusion of a RTV system as proposed in the County Executive’s 
“Transit Task Force Report” or how such a system impacts the need for any expansion of M-83, 
Midcounty Highway.  
 
Alternative 8: 
 
This City also opposes this alternative in that it includes the fundamental issues related to the 
previous alternative discussed, plus the impacts to Blohm Park opposed in Alternative 9. The 
County Response Letter shows all intersections operating at a LOS D or better.  In order for this 
to work a number of improvements are needed that cannot be made without impacting existing 
businesses. For example, the widening needed to make MD 355 – Watkins Mill Road work at an 
acceptable LOS appears to require widening southbound MD 355 from  4 lanes to 7 and 
eastbound Watkins Mill Road from 4 lanes to 6. Again, the City would oppose property takings. 
Further, the City is opposed to adding any M-83 “thru” traffic to the local streets. We continue to 
express concerns on the true impacts to the adjacent streets such as Russell Avenue and 
Christopher Avenue as well as the impacts to future redevelopment efforts in this vicinity. 

mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/
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Alternative 9: 

The City has long documented its concerns regarding the Master Plan Alignment and its impacts 
to the City’s Blohm Park. This alternative would fundamentally change if not effectively destroy 
the form and function of this park. The passive, scenic park would no longer exist. Should this 
alternative be chosen as the preferred alternative, the City would request the following be 
considered as part of the alternative: 

• Relocation of the existing gazebo structure; 
• Location of new parking as a result of the loss of on-street spaces; 
• An exchange of County owned parkland adjoining the City’s corporate limits to replace 

impacted acreage; and 
• Participation in constructing a repurposing of the park as an “active” amenity which 

could include design/build of a new skate park.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these alternatives and the City looks forward to 
continuing to work with Division of Transportation Engineering on this project. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Rob Robinson III, Lead 
Long Range Planning 
City of Gaithersburg 
 

 

Cc: 

Tony Tomasello, Acting Deputy City Manager 
Jim Arnoult, Director, DPW 
Michele Potter, Director, Parks, Recreation and Culture 
John Schlichting, Director, Planning & Code Administration 
Ollie Mumpower, Engineering Services Director 
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