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Definition nf Cnnturrcnrc: \Vt.'riItcn ddcnninatiun by the agency that thc project information to date is 
considrred adequate and the agency R ~ T C L ' S  t l ~ c  projc~t  development process can be advanccd to the next 
qtage. Agenc~rs agrcc not to rcxl>lt the previuus procebs steps unless project conditions change. 

The Monlgnmer) C'ou~ltl; L>cpartment uf Public Wurks and Transportat~on (IIPWT), in cooperation with 
the l!S Army C o ~ p s  of Eng~neers (USACE). 1s evaluating improvements between the cornmuntttes of 
\Vach~ngtnn (;rove axid C'larksburg, cdsl uf I-270. in Montgomery County, Maryland. 

DPiL'T, USACE, Incnl. statc and federal resource agencles are workmg collaboratively to follow the 
M a y l a n d  Streamlitlcd Etlvlrr~nnlental and Regulaiury Process for Transportation Projects. As part of that 
proceq~. U T I ~ T C I :  cr3tlc'iltlcncc I >  IICCJC<I t ( l  d l l vdn~e  1111~ project. Your signature oil thls furm mi11 ~ulii l l  that 
rtqujrcrncnt Oy >~gning thlh d~~curnent. agencles have Indicated concurrence with the Midcounty Corridor 
Study Pur;losc ;tnJ Need 

The pilrposrs for tmtlspnrt~t~otl 1mprc)vr.nltnts In the Midcounty Corridor Study area are: 

To sclicvc prcyrcte~l L~mgssTlon on rnad\ray f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e r  between Clarksburg and Gaithersburg. east u f  
1-170; 
to prov~dr a north-south cotridor w l ~ ~ z h  ~tiipravcs thc snfcty end cfficiuncy uf  short and modcrate 
lrngrh tnps iri  the study area: 
to i~nprovc vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle access to restdential. commercial and employment 
destinations in Clarksburg and in the eastern areas of Ga~thersburg and Germantown; and 
tu develop all improvements in at1 etivironmentnlly sensitive manner using measures to avoid, 
m~nirn i~e ,  and mitigate impacts. 

The needs for this project arc based on the following: 



RL-rhrcv El-i~rlng und 1-'urtire Cbngerrron. Several it~tersections along MI3 355 and other major 
rond\rmal;s In thc study nrca wcrc approaching unacceptable levels of service or were failing 111 the 
pcak hours in 2005. Allnud c v r r y  s ~ g n a l ~ z c d  intcrscc~ion will worsen over the existing condition. 
iind in m m y  cast&,  WIII deteriorate to LOS k' by 2U3U. Lorth-south travel tlmes along the existing 
3~1~rials  wi l l  also significantly increase over the planning horizon. 

w Improve ve/iicrilar sqfetv. ~1'11~ accident history of MD 355 exceeds the statewide average fur similar 
ruadways. Most of the accidents are clustered around the niirncrou~ ~ntcrscctions on M D  355 
I,'nhrmre !he ujficierlcy q j  r11e ~oadrvlry nehr'ork rrnd improi:e I ~ L *  r r)rirjr,c t i : ) n ~  hrhirrn ccvnomic 
rrntcr.7. Currently, lucal~zed north-south travel is provided by MD 355. ml i i ch  I~ns little to no access 
control. In fact, bctwccn ML) 123 and MD 27 thcre arc aln~ost 100 access points a l o ~ ~ g  MI) 335 uber 
a distance of 4.3 miles. Improveti network efficiency and conncctic?ns between economic and 
rcsidcntial centcrs in the study area are necessary to facilitate the movement ot' goods and people in 
the rcgiun. 
.,ircn~~rrr:odfi?c ~?lr:nnc,r/ !cnri :rsc m r !  firhr~e gro~l?h. This region n f  the count). 1s 31no1iy :hc h5 teq t  

growing for buth cn~pluymen~ and huusiug. with a sizable portion ot 111e counh's rernainlng 
residential growth planned within the study area. 
P ~ O L - I J C  L'hi~:ts~'Ic (~tldpedest~iun ronnt.ctior~s. The region Iacks adequate north-sourh. om--streel bikc 
paths necessary to providc co~ltinuity and connections between existing and future b ~ k e  fi ic~lit lrs in 
thc region. 
E/?llrrt~c.c Ixonrclrrnd secririp. Improved north-soutli access would enhance emergency rrhpunlc and 
evacuation by providing an efficient alternative to the existing congesrrll north-sou~h ruurcs. 
Furthermore. less congestion on the existing routes would improve emergrncy response along ~ h c s c  
ruadways. 
Impmi,c rhc Qrrulitv nfLtfe. Reducing comlnute tirnes and offering a safer a l terna~ivr  to the already 
congested local roads and arterials for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians ~vould enhance the overall 
quality of life of potentla1 users. 

liavir~g discussed the idcntificd ~lccds, thc agency representative by hlsjher signature to the document 
sigr,ifics concurrence with the Midcounty Corridor Study Purpose and Need. Concurrence with thc 
P~~rposc and Kced establishes the foundation fur moving tbward w~th the project. Only after fully 
evaluating alternatives and assessing their social. economic, and en~~ronmental  impacts, as well as 
receiving public input. can a dec~s~un be made concemlng whcthcr or [lot an acceptable solution exists to 
catisfy thc P U I ~ P S C  and 11ccd for ii transpurtatiul~ improvcmcnt. 

Concur as Prcscntctl )C Concur with Cun~mcntl; 

Comments/Reason for Non-C'oncurrcnrc: 

Do Lot Concur 

Additiunal Information Keedrd 

S~gnahire. . . - . . . . . 

( I 
Agency: -. . ,+eM“ Lor$( [,,' E ~ G , ~ ~ I & T ~ J  - DALTIMO.?IC~ DI~TKILC 
Date: // ? 

Plcasc return this form to Jcri Cauthorn, PE (Projcct Manager) no later than Januar)' f 7, 2007. 


