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May 3, 2022 

 

TO:  Transportation and Environment Committee 

  Planning, Housing, and Economic Development Committee 

 

FROM: Glenn Orlin, Senior Analyst 

  Gene Smith, Legislative Analyst 

 

SUBJECT: FY23-28 Capital Improvements Program (CIP): State-Funded White Flint 

Redevelopment Infrastructure and White Flint Metro Station Access 

Improvements projects1 

 

PURPOSE: Develop Committee recommendations for Council consideration 

 

Expected Participants: 

 

• Christopher Conklin, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 

• David Dise, Director, Department of General Services (DGS) 

• Thomas Lewis, Office of the County Executive 

• Greg Ossont, Deputy Director, DGS 

• Emil Wolanin, Deputy Director, DOT 

• Hannah Henn, Deputy Director for Transportation Policy, DOT 

• Tim Cupples, Chief, Division of Transportation Engineering, DOT 

• Brady Goldsmith, Chief, Management Services, DOT 

• Felicia Hyatt, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

 

State-Funded White Flint Redevelopment Infrastructure (©1-2). On April 18, the 

Executive transmitted this new project that would fund improvements on the site of potential 

development on WMATA-owned “Parcel B” in White Flint. Parcel B is bounded on the north by 

Old Georgetown Road and on the east by Citadel Avenue; the project would construct the 

extension of Chapman Avenue to form the western edge as well as a block of planned McGrath 

Boulevard on the south side (see map on ©3). 

 
1 Key words: #FY23 Operating Budget, FY21-26 CIP, FY23-28 CIP, plus search terms transportation, bikeway, 

bridge, leaf collection. 

 



2 

 

The State provided the $16,000,000 for this project: $10,000,000 from the Governor’s 

supplemental FY23 operating budget and $6,000,000 pre-authorized for FY24 in the State’s capital 

budget. Of this amount, about $8,100,000 is the estimated cost of the two blocks of street, 

streetlights, necessary utility relocations, storm drain infrastructure, and grading the site (©4-5).  

The project suggests that the balance of the $10,000,000 in FY23 could be used for ped/bike safety 

measures and the creation of “activated” spaces, but specific improvements have not yet been 

identified. Similarly, the use of the $6,000,000 pre-authorized for FY24 has not been identified. 

 

The State bill pre-authorizing the FY24 funds states that the funds can be used for “the 

acquisition, planning, design, construction, repair, renovation, reconstruction, site improvement, 

and capital equipping of redevelopment projects in White Flint.”  This is very broad language; it 

could apply to sites other than Parcel B and likely to improvements to off-site public infrastructure 

that would directly serve such redevelopment. 

 

Council staff recommendation:  Concur with the Executive’s recommended project, 

but appropriate now only the $8,100,000 needed for the work on and around Parcel B.  The 

$7,900,000 balance should not be appropriated until specific uses are identified for it.  Council 

staff believes it should be considered a placeholder for one or more candidate uses that would serve 

Parcel B directly, such as: 

 

•   Funds toward closing the remaining $21,600,000 funding gap for the White Flint Metro 

Station North Entrance project.  By next year we should know if there will be development 

above the north entrance location, which could result in a different design and construction 

cost and potential cost participation by the developer. 

•   Bike/ped improvements in the immediate vicinity of Parcel B, particularly along Old 

Georgetown Road between Rockville Pike and Nebel Street, where a two-way separated 

bikeway is planned on the south (Parcel B) side. 

•   Any increased site development costs on Parcel B beyond the $8,100,000 already budgeted.    

 

 White Flint Metro Station Access Improvements (©6-8). This project was tentatively 

approved by the Council in March.  It will modify the four corners of the Rockville Pike/Old 

Georgetown Road intersection to eliminate the “hot” right turns and to reconstruct the sidewalks 

on each side of Rockville Pike near this intersection to create grass buffers.  It will also build a 

sidewalk along Old Georgetown Road near the intersection and expand the bus bays on the east 

side of the Metro tracks. 

 

 DOT has received $360,000 from MDOT that the Executive recommends using to supplant 

an equal amount of County funding, reducing the latter by about 10%.  Council staff recommends 

concurring with the Executive. 
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