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MEMORANDUM

March 27,2009

TO: County Council

FROM: Essie McGuire, Legislative Analys~lt'~

SUBJECT: Action - Supplemental Appropriation to the FY09 Operating Budget,
Montgomery County Public Schools, Retrofit School Buses with
Emission Reduction Devices, $699,501

ED AND T&E COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The two Committees reviewed this
request on March 23 and unanimously recommended approval of the Federal grant
funds. MCPS will provide a report to the Council when the cost per unit and total
number ofvehicles are finalized.

Today the County Council will consider a supplemental appropriation to the
FY09 Operating Budget, Montgomery County Public Schools, to Retrofit School Buses
with Emission Reduction Devices, $699,501. The source of funds is a Federal grant from
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). John Matthews, Director, MCPS
Department of Transportation, is expected to attend the session.

This grant will be used to purchase diesel particulate filters for school buses that
will reduce the amount of emissions. Transmittal documents, including a draft approval
resolution, are attached on circles 1-6. The Board of Education requested this
appropriation on January 13,2009. The County Executive has recommended approval
(circle 1). The Council introduced the appropriation on March 10 and held a public
hearing on March 17. The Education and Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy, and
Environment Committees reviewed the request on March 23.

The attached material reflects that the funds will be used to purchase filter
devices for 72 buses. Mr. Matthews reports that the EPA recently changed the filter
device that it will require under the grant. The new devices are more expensive and
will likely result in fewer buses being retrofitted. The previous estimate was based on



an assumption of $10,000 per bus; the new devices may cost as much as $15,000 per bus.
Mr. Matthews states that a request for proposals has been issued to solicit cost proposals
from potential vendors.

Mr. Matthews states that these Federal grant funds will address only a fraction of
the total number of buses that would benefit from filtering devices. MCPS is working to
improve the emissions of the fleet, and as new buses are added to the fleet they meet
higher emissions standards. Retrofitting the entire fleet could cost as much as
$16 million. Mr. Matthews reports that discussions at the State and Federalleve1 may
result in opportunities for additional funds to support filters on buses. These discussions
are ongoing, and MCPS will pursue any available resources.

The two Committees recommended approval of the requested supplemental
appropriation, and recommended that the Council receive an update report from
the school system once details have been settled regarding the cost per unit and total
number of vehicles to be retrofitted. This is clearly an important initiative, and Federal
funds will help further the effort even if at a lower level than originally envisioned.

f:\mcguire\2009\bus supp app ccclpckt 309.doc
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040592
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND 20850

Isiah Leggett
County Executive

:MEMORANDUM - ,

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

February 19, 2009

Phil Andrews, President, County COulO~.)."..-JI'lC-__

Isiah Leggett, County Execntive~~
Supplemental Appropriation #09-255 !

FY09 Operating Budget
Montgomery County Public Schools
Retrofit School Buses with Emission Reduction Devices
$699,501

On January 13, 2009, the Board ofEducation (BOE) requested authorization to receive and
expend an FY09 supplemental appropriation for a grant award of $699,501 from the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to retrofit 72 school buses with emission reduction devices.

In April 2004, EPA identified air pollution as a significant health problem in the
metropolitan Washington area and gave local governments five years to reduce the amount of ozone
depleted by carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and particulate emissions from motor vehicles. MCPS
applied for and received a grant from EPA's National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Program to outfit
72 school buses with diesel particulate filters that will reduce the amount of emitted particulate matter
and volatile organic compounds. The Montgomery County Department of Transportation has reviewed
this grant and determined that it is consistent with the County's policy objectives.

I recommend that the County Council approve this supplemental appropriation of $699,501
from the EPA to retrofit 72 school buses with emission reduction devices. The source of funds is a
federal grant.

IL:cg

Attachments: Supplemental Appropriation #09-255
Request from the Board of Education



Resolution No:
Introduced:
Adopted: _

COUNTY COUNCIL
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

By: County Council

SUBJECT: Supplemental Appropriation #09-255
FY09 Operating Budget
Montgomery County Public Schools
Retrofit School Buses with Emission Reduction Devices
$699,501

Background

1. Section 5-1 05(d) of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland provides for the
expenditure of non-local funds by the County Board of Education after adoption ofthe budget,
only with the approval of the County fiscal authority.

2. Section 307 of the Montgomery County Charter provides that any supplemental appropriation
shall be recommended by the County Executive who shall specify the source of funds to finance
it. The Council shall hold a public hearing on each proposed supplemental appropriation after at
least one week's notice. A supplemental appropriation that would comply with, avail the County
of, or put into effect a grant Or a Federal, State or County law or regulation, or one that is
approved after January 1 of any fiscal year, requires an affirmative vote of five Councilmembers.
A supplemental appropriation for any other purpose that is approved before January 1 of any
fiscal year requires an affirmative vote of six Councilmembers. The Council may, in a single
action, approve more than one supplemental appropriation. The Executive may disapprove or
reduce a supplemental appropriation, and the Council may reapprove the appropriation, as if it
were an item in the annual budget.

3. The County Executive received the Board of Education's action of January 13,2009, requesting a
supplemental appropriation to the operating budget as follows:

Category

09 Student Transportation

Amount

$ 699,501

Total $ 699,501

Funding Source

Federal Grant

®



Supplemental Appropriation #09-255
Page 2

4. The Board of Education has stated that this appropriation is needed to receive and expend
$699,501 for the grant fund. In April 2004, EPA identified air pollution as a significant health
problem in the metropolitan Washington area and gave local governments five years to reduce
the amount of ozone depleted by carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and particulate emissions
from motor vehicles. MCPS applied for and received a grant from EPA's National Clean Diesel
Funding Assistance Program to outfit 72 school buses with diesel particulate filters that will
reduce the amount of emitted particulate matter and volatile organic compounds. The
Montgomery County Department of Transportation has reviewed this grant and determined that
it is consistent with the County's policy objectives.

5. The County Executive recommends a supplemental appropriation to the FY09 Operating Budget
of $699,50 I and has specified that the source of funds will be a federal grant.

6. Notice of a public hearing was given, and a public hearing was held.

Action

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, approves the following action:

A supplemental appropriation to the FY09 Operating Budget of the Montgomery County
Public Schools is approved as follows:

Category

09 Student Transportation

Amount

$ 699,501

Total $ 699,501

Funding Source

Federal Grant

This is a correct copy of Council action.

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council



Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PlJBLIC SCHOOLS

Rockville, Maryland

January 16,2009

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Subject:

The Honorable Isiah Leggett, County Executive
The Honorable Phil Andrews, President,

Montgomery County Council

Jerry D. Weast, Superintendent of Sch
-"":::::::c::b-r

Transmittal of Board of Education Item #4.3.1

Recommended FY 2009 Supplemental Appropriation to Retrofit Buses with Emission
Reduction Devices

BOE Meeting Date:

Amount of Money:

Type of Action:

JDW:LAB:MCS:jp

Attachment

January 13,2009

$699,501

Supplemental Appropriation

Copy to:
Dr. Spatz
Montgomery County Office of Management and Budget
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·.offic~ of the SliperiI1tend~~i'orScf10c)ls " ..',
.MONTGOMERY COUNTY FUBLICSCHOOLS '.

. .... .. ' '.. Rockvili~;Maryland, ','
, : .. " ,";" '. _ ...".

. .

January13,2009 .: ..•..

'. ACTION
4.3.1

.To:

.From:·.·

.'.:'

'. '< ,StA,j~~t' <,Rec:oinm-enQed J?Y;'2099?up)?lerJ;leritaIApl;t6pl~a~ion. ~oRetrQfir Buses with' .
',' . • i.', .:'.Etillssion·Re9uC~()~lbevlces", .0,' :, ' ';' .' '" .. '

-. .' .J:. o'; .' :.: •._: ; . • " ": . ,";."...-:, . _ ,: '. .: ......, - . :. . .;.~

" : \':;,:':" .:... "" ", '. ': ,", "- '::
: ;:'- .

. ','1

""-". '-. -.

.•.•.... A~thorization is,'requested to •receive and expend, subject to County Council approval, an
.. pY200Q .'. supplemental .appiopriatio:Q' •of' $999,5Q1 . froIn .the Vnited States EnvironinentaI··

.·.Pf()tedic)I} Agepcy (EPA) t6 retrofit !'J.l?lises Willi,epnssl()n reduction devices.

B~.~k~iii~l~,":~,.'~~~~ti.'.o~,'··'" .;' <.\":' ", ,,: <:',: ',:,,:, ;-:;>:,'",.::.: ..'.., ,c

~ =;." ...>~>-.>.; ..;:.. ~::~).'.::, ...:' .... ' .. "::. ;.
:" ". ", .... '~. ,-' : -. ;.~:~. . -'... ' , ~ ' .... ';:<: i :.:.; . :'~ ::". ," ') {:t., .\", •• ", ".

· "'~ .:.. ... ' -;. :.~. :. - ..~ - ,. '. ;" ' ,.

. ',' . ,?':,~tJ~~~bi~~':~~e~~~:~t/~~lt~~(~~~~~~::~r~l[t~~:rl~~~i~f.9=~u~~~~i~t:~·.:~· ',:
: :depl~t~(fDY c'~b6n ~onoXi,de, hy'dr9~,ar~ons~ andp~cu~at~:eInissi'ons from' ~otor vehicles.' " "

.;,.' ," ," ""~'. ~~' .. - .. :",', : .. ~.: -, ," .-:.-,: .....::. ,;, ._ .; •..... ····1.. .-'~ ..;' <' ,," '"
_. ::".;:;' ; . ; ',~ .;:~';-;.:" .:::' '; ':. " ,-.:, ,:; .' ':, ~: ·'··«.'~·i .".:.:, -:,~:'.. : "I ".:C.: ;,.:~,_~_~l /, --:' :: _. .-'.,. " -:. "." ';':. '. ,.-

·¥6.,rifg9i:&,~COlintY Pu1;>lic SCI1001({Mc::PS) has the sev~nth'large~tpl,lbliClYowned school bus
fleet'in"the "Upited,State's;', More. than 99,000 MCPS stUdetlts travei Qver20 million miles per

'year ih'thedistrkt's'l,272 buses; Tohelp the county meet EPA standards,.MCPS.was one of the'
... ', : .fii~t:sc~()qidjstricts: iriM:arYi~d' t9 'retrQfitits. bUs~$ with. diese(oxidation cataIysts and reflash

dettroilicco~irolmodules~' In 2006: MCPS es'tablished'it five-minute idle time limitation on
, 'eath··b{its'b-tisei·',and,'stiictly prohibited idling in .. fronLof school buildings. MCPS also has

~()dified operations ,on Cod~ Red ci~ys(days'withhlgh le\felsof bzone), reduced its use of
·"electi-icity generated by' fossil fuels,. andadopt~d policies that encourage the use of green .
alternatixes':' ..... . .... '. . . . .' .

.. .'. ~ .~. .,i "." '~'.' .

. , :, Ill' Juhe'2007, ,a~e~ti~~ted,2i;"QOO childr~n ;'and' 57',00Q adu,its r~si4ingin'Montg6mery County
,weie.sufferirig from:astflI~a>and"29,ObO adults' and,.i2,000 children' were' suffering from

· br6ncPitis aii'i:I ernphysema. Children in Montgomery CountY who. grow up iIi poverty are 40
percept' more, likelyto be exposed to air pbIIutants. For this reason, low-income children have'
higher rates of re'spinitory problems which contribute tc) absenteeism. Reducing bus emissions

· that ar~ prec;ursbr:~ of oZQn6 wilI have a direc't impact on the health of the county's most
. disadvantaged residents,especiaJly its children: .'
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Members of the Board of Education,' "

Evalmition
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The grant provides fundirig~n:the amo~nt''of$699,SO'lfo'i.-,tb.th'Pllrch~~',o('diesd oXi'd~tion "
catalysts and modific~tion of the electronic control rnoclulectupthilt'allo~k1lie\#esel i.r1gine'to '
operate at lower temperatures resul~ng in 3. ieductiO~in eInlssioris.' ", ,'< ',. ,:,'" "

,Use of FU]J.ds'

In addition to improved health of citizens in MontgorneIYColmty, Mary14nd,'~'d1:h'~1~esf'oftl1e ,.,
Metropolitan Washington, DC m'C(a, significa~t ~educticmsin emissions' offiJiepar1iculate tna.tt~r,' ,
carbon monoxide, and hydrocaJ.-bons are the intended outcomes of rhispraject.Theexpeqed '
ainounl of reduced pollutail.ts WIll be: 10.5q~f~wer tons of hydroc;ar1:Jons",5,1.93f~wertons'of

, ,tarbon monoxide, and 5.60 fewer tonsofp,axticuh~te matter Over the'lifetime of theliuses to be '
retrofitted. This reduction will be documented:using the EPADieselEInissicinsQu~ntifier, '

, . ~, . . ' -." .- .- : . ' . . " - . . . , , .':.
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:~' .. .'~ .~ :" .,'. ' '. f' .'. "
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Total

, .' ":Caterwry '"
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Recommended Resolution,:;',,' ,,'" ",,.\C,':;" '; ,

'Resolved, That the, supennt~rjd;nt"of;s«~6Qi~"b~',~~iliiA~b~,:t()i~f~~iye,;~ ~¢,~~:~~~'~;~#i,:'ioJ9:"":",' ',i," "

supplemental appropnation of' $69~,SOi ''fi6~ "the' Umted 'S'taie~~'Erivj:ro~e~tai:':'PIpi~2tion '
Agency to retrofit 72 buses with exhaust eDhancements.' ':,.. "," " " ~, .' ': '.' i '

, • r· :, .,- ,'. ~ " .' .?:

'" : ( , . .',': ~. '., . i. : " _ •• ' .•-. '

~' --.:-... .' .'~ -:"

and be it further
... :. - ~ .. "" ;;: ~".

~:' ,
'. .'

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to tllecounty 'exeftitive and CountyCol.lrith'~and
be it further : ..." : . ,:".:~': '. -'

".' .'

':: 'f
, "

"',@

reSOlUtlOn to

",, ': .. '

.. ':' .':. '

"Resolved, That the county (;xecutiYe be reques,ted' to, teGon1:mend~pprov~bf
'theCpunty CounciL, ,::,., ",' ,,' , . '.",. ',' .'
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