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SUBJECT 

Interviews to fill vacancy on Charter Review Commission (CRC). 
 
EXPECTED ATTENDEES (REMOTELY) 
 Bernadette Garrett 
 Ruth Kirinda 
 
COUNCIL DECISION POINTS & COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 Not applicable.  
 
DESCRIPTION/ISSUE   
The Montgomery County Council is seeking applicants for a partial term on the Charter Review 
Commission.  The term to be filled was held by Courtney Walker (Unaffiliated).  The upcoming vacancy 
was advertised on November 3 and the deadline was extended once until December 23, 2020.  Four 
applications were received, unfortunately, two of the applications were from Democrats even through the 
news release explicitly stated that Democrats were not eligible.  The Council has chosen to interview the 
two applicants that were qualified. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 

Not applicable. 
 
This report contains:          
 List of applicants                 ©A 
 CRC Background                ©B 
 News Release                      ©C-D 
 Letters of application and resumes ©1-6 
 
 
Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fmcgportalapps%2FAccessibilityForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csandra.marin%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C79d44e803a8846df027008d6ad4e4d1b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C636886950086244453&sdata=AT2lwLz22SWBJ8c92gXfspY8lQVeGCrUbqSPzpYheB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov


 

2021 
Charter Review Commission (to fill partial term) 

The appointee cannot be a Democrat (news release explicated stated that). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

Applicants Party Affiliation  
Bernadette Garrett 
Clarksburg, MD 20871 
 

Unaffiliated  

Ruth Kirinda  
2013 Treetop Lane Apt. 41 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
 

Republican 
 
 

 

Below Democrats are ineligible  
Jim Turner 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Democrat   

Rachel Watanabe-Tate 
Rockville, MD 20853  
 

Democrat  



 
 
 
 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 
 
 
Created: Charter of Montgomery County, Maryland Section 509 
 
 
Purpose: To study the Charter and report at least once to the County Council on its 

activities within one year after appointment.  Commission reports shall be 
submitted not later than May 1 of every even-numbered year.  The reports 
shall contain recommendations concerning proposed Charter amendments, if 
any. 

 
 
Membership: Eleven members who shall be residents of the County, five of whom shall be 

appointed from a list of names submitted by the County Executive.  Not 
more than six members shall be of the same political party. 

 
 
Terms: Four year terms to coincide with the Council term of office.  No 

compensation.  Terms expire December 4, 2022. 
 
 
Contact: Jean Arthur, Legislative Analyst for the Council, 240-777-7934 
 
 
Current Members: George Margolies (D), Chair 

Laura Goddeeris (D), Vice Chair 
David Hill (D) 
Lawrence Lauer (R) 
Perry Paylor (D) 
Nichole Thomas (Unaffiliated) 
Vacancy – remainder of term to be filled by new appointee 
Christopher Danley (R) 
Katherine Gugulis (R) 
Susan Miles (D) 
Ronald Stubblefield (D) 

 
 Note:  Italics indicate CE appointee 
 
 
 
2021 
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Montgomery 
County Council 

 
 

For Immediate Release December 3, 2020

Contact: Anne Brown 
Anne.Brown@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov 

 

Montgomery County Council Seeks Applicants 
for County Charter Review Commission 
Deadline extended to 5 pm on Wednesday, December 23 

 
ROCKVILLE, MD., Dec. 3, 2020 —The Montgomery County Council is accepting 

applications to fill a vacancy on the Charter Review Commission.  Since no more 

than six members can be from the same political party, this appointee may be a 

Republican, someone who declines to affiliate with a party, or a member of another 

party officially recognized by the Board of Elections.  The appointee cannot be a 

Democrat.  The term of the current Commission will expire on December 4, 2022. 

 
The Commission researches and evaluates Charter issues raised by the County 
Executive, County Council, other government officials and the public.  Commission 
reports are submitted no later than May 1 of every even-numbered year. These reports 
contain recommendations concerning any proposed Charter amendments.  
 
Letters expressing interest, along with a resume (no longer than 4 pages in length), 
including professional and civic experience, political party affiliation, home and office 
telephone numbers and an e-mail address can be submitted via email to Council 
President Tom Hucker at County.Council@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov or mailed to 
the Office of the Montgomery County Council, 100 Maryland Avenue, 4th Floor, 
Rockville, MD 20850.   
 
Letters of applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 23.  
It is the Council’s policy not to consider applications received after the deadline.  After the 
closing date, Councilmembers will review the applications and select applicants to 
interview.                                                                                                                                C 
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For more information about the Charter Review Commission or how to apply for 
consideration to fill the vacancy on the Commission, contact 
Anne.Brown@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov 
 

#  #  # 
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