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#12B  

July 13, 2021 
Public Hearing/Action 

  

 

 
SUBJECT  

Expedited Bill 27-21, Wheaton Regional Headquarters - Lease Approval 
 
Lead Sponsor: Council President at the Request of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission 
 
EXPECTED ATTENDEES 

James Poore, Planning Department 
Greg Ossont, Department of General Services 
 
COUNCIL DECISION POINTS & COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

• To hear public testimony. 
• Final action – motion and roll call vote required. 

 
DESCRIPTION/ISSUES   

• Expedited Bill 27-21 would approve a lease (MNCPPC Contract No. 410297-000) dated May 25, 
2021 between the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and 
the County for certain space totaling approximately 177,031 square feet in the recently-
constructed Wheaton Regional Headquarters building at 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 
20902.  

• The leased space will be used by various County departments, including the departments of 
Permitting Services, Environmental Protection, and Recreation, among others. 

• The initial term of the lease is 40 years, with a rent of $1.00 per year, plus a pro rata share of 
certain operating expenses.  Because the term of the lease exceeds 20 years, Council approval 
of the lease, via legislation, is required under Md. Code Ann., Land Use § 17-204(a). 

 
This report contains:          

Staff Memorandum         Page 1 
Expedited Bill 27-21         ©1 
Legislative Request Report        ©3 
Transmittal memo from M-NCPPC       ©4 
Lease agreement          ©6 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may   to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-
777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 
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Agenda Item #8 and #12B 
July 13, 2021 

Public Hearing / Action 
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 

      July 8, 2021 
 
TO:  County Council 
 
FROM: Christine Wellons, Legislative Attorney 
  Naeem Mia, Legislative Analyst 
   
SUBJECT: Expedited Bill 27-21, Wheaton Regional Headquarters – Lease Approval 

PURPOSE: Public Hearing / Action – motion and roll call vote required 
 
EXPECTED ATTENDEES 
James Poore, Planning Department 
Greg Ossont, Department of General Services 
 

Expedited Bill 27-21, Wheaton Regional Headquarters - Lease Approval, sponsored by the 
Council President at the request of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC), was introduced on June 29, 2021. A public hearing, followed by action, is tentatively 
scheduled for July 13 at 1 :30 p.m. 

Expedited Bill 27-21 would approve a lease (MNCPPC Contract No. 410297-000) dated 
May 25, 2021 between the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-
NCPPC) and the County for certain space totaling approximately 177,031 square feet in the 
recently-constructed Wheaton Regional Headquarters building at 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, 
MD 20902. The Montgomery County Planning Board approved the lease by consent at its February 
25, 2021 session. 

BACKGROUND 

The leased premises at the Wheaton Regional Headquarters will be used by various County 
departments and programs (including the departments of Permitting Services, Environmental 
Protection, Recreation, and the Wheaton Regional Services Center, among others).  

The initial term of the lease is 40 years, with renewal terms of 10 years up to a total of 99 
years.  The rent under the lease is $1.00 per year, plus a pro rata share of certain operating expenses.  
The Council approved first funding for the lease in its FY21 Approved Operating Budget (in the 
Leases Non-Departmental Account); funding is continued in the base FY22 Operating Budget. 

The lease is before the Council for approval because its term exceeds 20 years.  See Md. 
Code Ann., §17-204(a) (“The term of a lease [by MNCPPC] may not exceed 20 years without the 



2 

prior approval of the lease by legislative enactment of the county where the lease property is 
located.”). 

NEXT STEP: Motion to enact Bill 27-21, followed by a roll call vote. 

This packet contains:        Circle # 
Expedited Bill 27-21       1 
Legislative Request Report      3 
Transmittal memo from M-NCPPC     4 
Lease agreement        6 



Expedited Bill No.   27-21 
Concerning:  Wheaton Regional

Headquarters - Lease Approval 
Revised:   6-23-21  Draft No.  1 
Introduced:  June 29, 2021 
Expires:  December 29, 2022 
Enacted:  [date] 
Executive:  [date signed] 
Effective:  [date takes effect] 
Sunset Date:  [date expires] 
Ch.  [#] , Laws of Mont. Co.   [year] 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Lead Sponsor: Council President at the Request of the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission 

AN EXPEDITED ACT to: 
(1) approve the lease of the Wheaton Regional Headquarters for use by the County; and
(2) authorize the lease by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

for more than 20 years.

By adding to the laws of Montgomery County 2021 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 

Boldface Heading or defined term. 
Underlining Added to existing law by original bill. 
[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill. 
Double underlining  Added by amendment. 
[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
* *   * Existing law unaffected by bill. 

(1)



EXPEDITED BILL NO. 27-21 
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Sec. 1. The laws of Montgomery County, Maryland, are amended to read as 1 

follows: 2 

The lease agreement (MNCPPC Contract No. 410297-000) dated May 25, 3 

2021 between the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and the 4 

County, providing to the County the use of approximately 177,031 square feet of the 5 

Wheaton Regional Headquarters located at 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, Maryland 6 

20902, is approved. 7 

Sec. 2. Expedited Effective Date. 8 

The Council declares that this legislation is necessary for the immediate 9 

protection of the public interest.  This Act takes effect on the date on which it becomes 10 

law. 11 
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LEGISLATIVE REQUEST REPORT 

Expedited Bill 27-21 
Wheaton Regional Headquarters – Lease Approval 

DESCRIPTION: Expedited Bill 27-21 would approve a lease (MNCPPC Contract No. 
410297-000) dated May 25, 2021 between the Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and the County for certain 
space totaling 177,031 square feet in the recently-constructed Wheaton 
Regional Headquarters building at 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 
20902.  

PROBLEM: The lease requires Council legislative approval under Md. Code Ann., 
Land Use § 17-204(a). 

GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES: 

Approval of the lease. 

COORDINATION:

FISCAL IMPACT: Office of Management and Budget

ECONOMIC 
IMPACT: 

Office of Legislative Oversight 

EVALUATION: To be done.

EXPERIENCE 
ELSEWHERE: 

To be researched 

SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION: 

Christine Wellons, Legislative Attorney 

APPLICATION 
WITHIN 
MUNICIPALITIES: 

N/A 

PENALTIES: N/A
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1 
PARK PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ● 8301 Turkey Thicket Drive, Second Floor, Gaithersburg, MD 20879 ● Phone: 301.495.2520 

www.MontgomeryParks.org 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 9, 2021 

TO: Montgomery County Council  

VIA: Michael F. Riley, Director of Parks 

FROM: Jim Poore, Division Chief, Facilities Management Division 
Michelle Grace, Assistant Division Chief, FMD 

SUBJECT: Wheaton Headquarters Lease (Term) Approval 
2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 20902  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval of the Wheaton Headquarters lease (term) agreement between the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission (“M-NCPPC”) and Montgomery County Maryland (the 
“County”) through its Department of General Services. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Montgomery County Council (the “Council”) previously supported stimulating 
implementation of the Wheaton Master Plan (under the Approved and Adopted 2011 Wheaton 
CBD and Vicinity Sector Plan) and subsequently approved PDF No. 150401 to fund the 
Wheaton Redevelopment Program for facility planning for a multi-user government complex at 
what is now 2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, Maryland 20902 (the “Location”), under which a 
new government building will be constructed at the Location to house the M-NCPPC’s 
Montgomery County Departments of Parks and Planning, as well as certain designated 
Montgomery County departments. 

In accordance with the foregoing Program, the construction of the said multi-user government 
complex has been completed and M-NCPPC is the owner of a building at the Location, generally 
known as the M-NCPPC’s Wheaton Regional Headquarters (the “Building”).  To complete the 
implementation of the Council’s directive for the Wheaton Redevelopment Program, M-NCPPC 
and the County have executed a lease agreement dated May 25, 2021 (the “Agreement”) 
allowing certain County agencies to occupy approximately 177,031 square feet of space in the 
Building for an initial lease term exceeding 20 years.  M-NCPPC Montgomery County Planning 
Board approved the Agreement on February 25, 2021 during its open session. 

(4)



Md. Code, Ann., Land Use, § 17-204(a) mandates that any lease of M-NCPPC-owned property 
exceeding twenty years requires the approval of the Council.  M-NCPPC hereby seeks the 
Council approval of the Agreement, attached to this memorandum as Exhibit One. 

M-NCPPC recommends Council approval of the Agreement via legislative enactment.

Attachment: 

Lease Agreement 

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

Signature:

Email:

James.Poore@montgomeryparks.org Michelle.Grace@montgomeryparks.org

mike.riley@montgomeryparks.org
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