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Action 

SUBJECT 

Abandonment of portions of Westbard Avenue and Ridgefield Road in Bethesda 

EXPECTED ATTENDEES 

Eric Willis, Chief, Property Acquisition Section, Department of Transportation (DOT) 

COUNCIL DECISION POINTS & COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Since there was no substantive objection to the abandonment by any department or agency, or 
by those who testified at DOT’s public hearing, this matter was not reviewed by the T&E 
Committee and is brought directly to the Council for action. 

SUMMARY OF KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 

This abandonment was requested by the developers of the Westbard Shopping Center in 
accordance with a condition on its preliminary plan approval by the Planning Board.  The 
abandonment would allow for the reconstruction of the intersection of Westbard Avenue and 
Ridgefield Road in Bethesda in accordance with the Westbard Sector Plan. 

This report contains: 

Executive’s transmittal © 1-2 
Draft adoption resolution © 3-4 
Hearing Examiner’s report © 5-19 
Location of abandonment © 20-23 
Aerial photo of location © 24 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fmcgportalapps%2FAccessibilityForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csandra.marin%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C79d44e803a8846df027008d6ad4e4d1b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C636886950086244453&sdata=AT2lwLz22SWBJ8c92gXfspY8lQVeGCrUbqSPzpYheB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov
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MEMORANDUM 

March 10, 2022 

TO: Gabe Albornoz, President 
Montgomery County Council 

FROM:  Marc Elrich, County Executive 

SUBJECT: DOT Docket No. AB773 Abandonment of portions of Westbard Avenue and 
Ridgefield Road in Bethesda  

I am attaching for your consideration, a proposed Resolution by which the County Council may 
approve the abandonment of portions of Westbard Avenue and Ridgefield Road in Bethesda. A 
summary of this abandonment request is as follows: 

On May 22, 2020, Equity One (Northeast Portfolio), LLC (the “Applicant”), by and through its 
attorneys, Miles & Stockbridge, P.C., petitioned for abandonment of 5,891 square feet, more or less, 
of Westbard Avenue, and 9,123 square feet, more or less, of Ridgefield Road (collectively, the 
“Abandonment Area”).   

The Applicant’s petition is made in conjunction with and required by development approvals granted 
by the Planning Board for the redevelopment of the Westwood Shopping Center. It requires the 
realignment of Westbard Avenue at its present intersection with Ridgefield Road, as contemplated by 
the Westbard Sector Plan. As contemplated, the realigned Westbard Avenue would intersect directly 
with River Road and replace the existing intersection of Ridgefield Road and River Road. 

A public hearing on the abandonment request was held on December 15, 2020. 

The following supporting materials are transmitted with this memorandum: 
1. Proposed County Council Resolution
2. Public Hearing Officer’s Report and Recommendation dated January 20, 2022

recommending approval of the abandonment request.
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The hearing transcript and exhibits transmitted with this memorandum may be accessed through the 
MCDOT Property Acquisition Section web site at the following link:  

https://montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/PAS/WestbardAve/index.html 

The contents contained within the above link are incorporated herein as is fully set forth as the 
complete record of proceedings before the Hearing Officer. A physical copy of the record can be 
made available upon request.  
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Resolution No:  ________________ 
Introduced:  ___________________ 
Adopted:  _____________________ 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By County Council 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBJECT: DOT Docket Nos. AB773 
Abandonment – Portions of Westbard Avenue and Ridgefield Road 
Bethesda, 7th Election District 

Background 

1. By letter dated May 22, 2020, Equity One (Northeast Portfolio), LLC (the “Applicant”),
requested the abandonment of 5,891 square feet, more or less, of Westbard Avenue, and 9,123
square feet, more or less, of Ridgefield Road (collectively, the “Abandonment Area”) in the
Westwood subdivision of Bethesda.

2. The Applicant’s petition is in conjunction with and required by development approvals
granted by the Planning Board for the redevelopment of the Westwood Shopping Center, which
requires the realignment of Westbard Avenue at its present intersection with Ridgefield Road, as
contemplated by the Westbard Sector Plan.

3. A Public Hearing to consider the abandonment proposal was held on December 15, 2020
by the designee of the County Executive.

3. The County Executive forwarded to the County Council the application for abandonment,
a report based on the record of the proceedings, together with exhibits relied upon and a
transcription of the hearing, and recommended approval of the proposed abandonment request
subject to conditions contained in the Executive’s report.

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, finds that the Abandonment Area is no 
longer necessary for public use, pursuant to Section 49-63 of the Montgomery County Code, and 
approves the abandonment subject to the following conditions which must be satisfied at 
Applicant’s sole cost and expense prior to the abandonment becoming effective: 

1) That the Applicant must fully construct and dedicate to public use the right of way for
the realignment of Westbard Avenue to intersect with River Road, replacing River
Road’s existing intersection with Ridgefield Road, pursuant to and in compliance
with Certified Preliminary Plan No. 120170170, and that such construction be
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acceptable to the County, in its sole discretion, for maintenance responsibility;  

2) That the Applicant must at its sole cost prepare and record a new subdivision plat that
incorporates the Abandonment Area into the adjacent property;

3) That the Applicant must comply with the MCDOT conditions of abandonment stated
in a Memorandum dated December 10, 2020 that is filed as Exhibit E(1) in the
Hearing Record;

4) The Applicant must grant, prepare, and record any necessary easements for County
storm drains and public utility facilities, including but not limited to gas lines, electric
facilities, and water and sewer facilities to the satisfaction of the County or the public
utility, as applicable, allowing such facilities to remain at their current location or
relocated locations, and providing perpetual right of ingress and egress from the
easement area at any time (which rights must not be subordinate to other interests).

The County Attorney must record among the Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland, a 
copy of this Resolution approving the abandonment of the subject area. 

Any person aggrieved by the action of the Council for the abandonments may appeal to the 
Circuit Court within 30 days after the date such action is taken by Council. 

This is a correct copy of Council Action. 

_____________________________________ 
Selena Mendy Singleton, Esq. 
Clerk of the Council  
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