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COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: Councilmembers Krahnke and Praisner 

ANACTto: 
( 1) clarify which agencies of County government enforce the vendor licensing law; 
(2) authorize enforcement agencies to seize and remove goods being illegally sold and 

reauire the Tehim nf thn~e onnd~ undeT certain cnnditinn~; and 
(3) generally amend the law governing sales of goods on public property or rights-of-way. 

By adding 
Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 47, Vendors 
Section 4 7-9 
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The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 
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1 Sec. I. Chapter 47 ls amended by adding Section 47-9: 

2 47-9. Enforcement: Removal !!f IDegally Sold Goods. 

3 00 The Denartment of Permitting Services .. the Police Denartment. and any 

4 other agency Qf County Q:ovemment desi211ated ]2y the Chief 

s Administrative Officer, may enforce this Chapter. 

6 @ It after receivinQ: ! warning from an enforcinQ: agency, ~ person 

7 continues to sell or offer to sell any goods in violation of this Chanter. 

8 the enforcing agency may seize the goods and take them to ! desi211ated 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

County storage facility. When giving ~ warning under this Section, an 

enforcing agent may require the recinient of the warning to furnish 

adeauate personal identification. When ~eizin~ anv !lood~- t~ 

enforcing agent mu~t inform the holder of the goods how_ where_ and 

when the good~ can he daimed_ 

14 .(£} The owner of any goods seized under this Section may claim them 

1 s within J days if the goods are nerishable .. and within 15 days if the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

goods are not nerishable .. by: 

ill fumishin2 proof of ownershin of the goods to the enforcin~ 

agency at the storage facility, and 

ill paying ! storage fee set ]2y rerulation under method ill in an 

amount sufficient to reimburse the cost to the County of handling .. 

transnortinQ:. and storing the goods. 

22 @ Alternativelv. the County must return the goods without navment of! 

23 

24 

25 

26 

storage fee if the owner, during the time period nrovided in subsection 

.(£1 furnishes proof of ownershin of the goods and shows that: 

ill the goods were properly offered for sale at the site where they 

~ seized; and 
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ill when the goods were seized the owner held a valid license to sell 

the goods under this Chapter. 

Hnwever_ the C.nuntv mav retain the o-oods if thev will he needed U 

evidence in anv hearino on an al1e«1ed violation of this C.hantPI 

involvino the sale nr attemnted sale of the o-oods_ In that case_ the 
- - -

owner mav redaim the sei7.e,d o-oods hv navino- the maximum fin, 
- - - - -

which annlies to the alleo-ed violation and anv stnra.o-e fee due. 
- . 

[[.utl]] !tl Until goods seized under this Section are claimed by their owner, the 

County must take reasonable care to protect the goods and~ them in 

the same condition as~ were when seized. However. the County is 

not resnonsible for spoilage of any nerishable goods. 

[[ill]] !&} If goods seized under this Section are not claimed under subsection 

.{£) or returned under subsection .@1 the goods have been abandoned 

and the County may: 

ill sell them to any e:ovemment agency or private pm:ty through an 

informal process snecified by ree:ulation under method _at 

ill donate the goods to any charitable onranization: or 

ill destroy the goods in any lawful manner. 

[[(g)]] !.hl The owner of any goods seized under this Section must not attempt 

to collect any navment for the goods from the person from whom the 

goods were seized unl~s the nwner had_ hefore the «1nods were sei7.ect 

renorted the o-oods as stolen to anv law enforcement ao-encv. 
- - -

Approved: 

50 ~~ ~ L:__ 
Michael L. Subin, President, County Council 
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' 51 Approved: 

52 ~ ~ "'-... Q...-....-.n,r=co 
Douglas M. Imncan, County Executive "' Date 

53 This is a correct copy of Council action. 

54 ~~,/,// c ~~/ 
Mary~• CMC, ~ of the C.Ouncil Date 
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