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COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: Council President at the request of the County Executive 

AN EME~Gi;N,:Y ACT to: 
(a) ((Establish]} establish the Citizens Review Panel (las a subcommittee of the Commission on 

Children and Youth]]; and 
{b) ((Generally]] generally provide for a Citizens Review Panel to evaluate state and local 

agency response to child protection needs. 

By adding 
Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 27, Human Relations and Civil Liberties 
Article V, Commission on Children and Youth 
Section 27-49A 
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Existing law unaffected by bill. 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 



EMERGENCY BILL NO. 32-00 

1 Section 1. Section 27-49A is added as follows: 

2 27-49A. Citizens Review Panel 

3 .(ru Creation. The Citizens Review Panel for C'.hildren is [[a subcommittee 

4 of the Commission on Children and Youth]] established:. 

5 @ Annointment. The Countv Executive must anooint the members of the 

6 Citizens Review Panel. subiect to Countv Council confirmation. The 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

Countv Executive must anooint the chair and vice-chair of the Citizens 

Review Panel. subiect to Countv Council confirmation. A member of 

the Citizens Review Panel mav recommend individuals to the County: 

Executive to serve as the chair and vice-chair. 

11 .(£) Membershin. 

12 ill The Citizens Review Panel has [[14]] 9 members. 

13 {A) [[Five]] [[Seven]] [[members anoointed bv the]] ~ 

14 Executive must a!l!)Oint 7 members. TJ!l to J members ma'l 

15 be members of the Commission on C'.hildren and Youth 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

who are ~enarntelv confirmed bv the C'.ouncil a.~ Panel 

members. 

[[fill Seven]] [(Two additional members anoointed bv the 

Executive should renresent the communitv]] [[and have 

exnertise in the nrevention and treatment of child abuse 

and ne~lect. such as child advocates. volunteers of the 

court-annointed snecial advocate nrolrnllll. attomevs who 

renresent children. narent and consumer renresentatives. 

law enforcement renresentatives. and health and human 

services nrofessionals]][[:. 

(Q]] 

ml One member each must be a Countv resident annointed 
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under State law-bv: 

ill the State Citizens Review Board for Children: and 

ill the State Council on Child Abuse and Nei!lect. 

!2J F.ach memher of the Panel must he a volunteer who: 

(Al exercises the mernher's own free will in all deliheratioT\S 

of the Panel: 

an acts indenendentlv of anv out~ide influence_ narticularlv 
- - - -

the memher's. emnlover: 

!Q does not renres.ent anv agencv or organh:ation: and 

£Ill is not a f'.ountv or State emnlovee_ or s.nous.e or domes.tic 

nartner of an emn1ovee_ whose narticination would he 

inconsistent with Countv f'.ouncH no1icies. regarding 

annointrnent of government emnlovees. to hoard~­

committees_ and commissions._ 

@ Duties. The Citizens Review Panel must: 

ill imnlement State law rel!ardinsz local citizens review boards~ 

ill examine the noHci~ and nrocedures. of State and local agencies. 

and_ where annronriate_ s.necific cases to evaluate the extent to 
- -

which [[State and local]] these al!encies in the Countv are 

effectivelv fulfillini! their resnonsibilities to imnlement the 

child nrotection standards and State nlan under 42 U.S.C. 

6 5106a(b) and anv other criteria that the nanel considers 

imnortant for the nrotection of children: 

ill renort the Panel's findinszs to the Executive. the Council. the State 

Citizens Review Board for Children. and the State Council on 

Child Abuse and Neszlect: [[and]] 
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{4} within 60 davs. after the end of each fiscal vear_ nrenare and make 

availahle to the nuhlic a renort summarizing the Panel's. activities. 

during the fiscal vea~ and 

ill canv out other duties as reauested to assist the Countv 

Denartment of Health and Human Services. the State Citizens 

Review Board for Children. and the State Council on Child 

Abuse and NeSllect. 

61 ~ Terms of oflice. The term of a Panel member is [[Z.]] 3. years. 

62 ffi Comnensation. Members of the Panel must not receive comnensation 

63 

64 

65 

for their services. A memher mav receive reimhursement for ex!lens.e~ 

incurred in connection with the memher's. service on the Panet s.uhiect 

to annmnriations._ 

66 .(g} Meetinf!s. The Citizens Review Panel must meet at least ([4 times a 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

ill 

year]] once everv ~months.at the call of the chair. 

Acee.~.~ tn infnrmatinn_ Federal law reauires. the State to nmvide anv 
- -

ca.~e information reanes.ted hv the Panel that is. neces.s.arv for the PanPj 

to carrv out it~ functions._ C'.ountv agencies. and emnlovees. mus.t nmvide 
- - -

anv c..a.~e or other information that the Panel tier.ides. is. necP.s.s.arv or 

useful to carrv out its. fhnctions._ Each memher of the Panel is. s.uhiect t'} 

State laws. that res.trict or nmhihit dis.closure of 

(A) identifvino information ahout a s.necific child nmtection ca.~e~ or 

!l!} certain other information 

Staff [(The Denartment of Health and Human Services must]] Federal 

law rennires. the State to nrovide staff sunnort to the Citizens Review 

Panel. The Countv D~artment of Health and Human Services. ma'l 

!lrovide staff s.unnort to the Panel if the State reimburses. the C'.ountv fo.r 

the -fnlJ cos.t of the S.U!l!lfl1t 
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(u .Advbmrv ctrnun. 

!A) The Countv Executive mav annoint_ suhiect to confirmation hv 

the Countv Council_ un to 5 memhe~ of a Cifr1:ens Review Panel 

Advisorv C'T1"oun to nmvide technical and nmf~sional advice to 

the Panel about child !')mtective ~ces_ Fach member of ~he 

Advisorv Groun must have exnertise in the nrevention and 

treatment of child abuse and neglect_ such a.~ child advocates_ 
- -

volunt~ of the court-annointed snecial advocate nmgram_ 

attomevs who ffl!'resent children_ !1arent and con~1mP,I 

renresentatives_ and health and human services nmfessionals_ 

WJ The term ofa memherofthe Advisorv Gmnn is".\ vea~-

~ A member of the Advisorv C'Tl"onn·, 

ill mav narticinate in a matter before the Panel onlv at thP 

reanest of the Panel'. and 

a} must not _!'artici!)ate in a vote or other action hv the Pa~ 

WJ A Panel member should consider advice received fl-om the 

Advisorv C'T1"oun in resnonse to the Panel's reauest hut must 

exercise indenendent iudgment in evaluating the advice_ 

Sec. 2 Transition. 

,(w When making initial appointments to the Citizens Review Panel, the 

County Executive ([may]] DlJW appoint 2 members to ([staggered terms 

so that approximately half of the members are appointed each year]] D 

one-vear term_ 2 memhe~ to a two-ve,ar term_ and ".\ memh~ to a three-

vearterm_ 

£l?l The Fxecntive must annoint the memhe~ of the Advisorv Gronn under 

Code Section 27-49A(it as added hv this Act to initial terms of l _ 2_ or 
--- --- - -
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1 vears_ coincident with the term of a Panel memher_ so that the terms of 

no more than 2 rnernhers of the grmm exnire in the same calendarvear. 
- - -

A rnemher who serves for 1 R months or less in a Panel or Advisorv 

Groun nosition during the nm:ition's initial term of one·or two vears is 
- -

eforihle for reannointrnent a.c:: if the rnernher had not nrevionslv served in 
- -

the nosition. 

sec, 3. Rmeroenev Rffet!tive na.te. 

114 The f'.ouncil declares that an erner11encv exist~ and that this 1e~s1ation i§ 

115 necessarv for the immediate nmtection of the nuhlic health and safetv_ This Act 

116 takes effect on the date on which it hecomes la~ 

117 Approved: 

118 ~ JLL ~ fl.,~ 

Blair G. Ewing, President, County Co~ Date 

119 Approved: 

120 ~~ ~~~.~~, 
Douglas M. buncan, County Executive Date 

121 This is a correct copy of Council action. 

122 
~A.,P--4 ~A J ~E .,.2cn,j 

Mary rgar, C~, Clerk of the Council / Date 
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