Fmearnancy Bill No.  32-00

Concemning: Child Protective Services -
Citizans Raview Panel

Revised: Aor. 10. 2001 Draft No. _7

Introduced: = November 14. 2000

Enacted: Anril 10. 2001
Executive: Bpril 23, 2001
Effective: April 23. 2001

Sunset Date: None
Ch. _ 5 ,Laws of Mont. Co. _2001

COUNTY COUNCIL
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

By: Council President at the request of the County Executive

AN EMERGENCY ACT to:

(a) [[Establish]] establish the Citizens Review Panel [[as a subcommittee of the Commission on
Children and Youth]]; and

(b) [[Generally]] generally provide for a Citizens Review Panel to evaluate state and local

agency response to child protection needs.

By adding
Montgomery County Code
Chapter 27, Human Relations and Civil Liberties
Article V, Commission on Children and Youth

Section 27-49A

Boldface Heading or defined term.

Underlininq Added to existing law by original bill.

[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill.

Daihla indarlining Added by amendment.

[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment.
e Existing law unaffected by bill.

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act:
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Section 1.

27-49A.
(a)

(®

EMERGENCY BILL NO. 32-00

Section 27-49A is added as follows:

Citizens Review Panel

Creation. The Citizens Review Panel for Children is [[a subcommittee

of the Commission on Children and Youth]] established,

Appointment. The Countv Executive must annoint the members of the

Citizens Review Panel. subiect to Countv Council confirmation. The

Countv Executive must anpoint the chair and vice-chair of the Citizens

Review Panel. subiect to Countv Council confirmation. A member of

the Citizens Review Panel mav recommend individuals to the County

Executive to serve as the chair and vice-chair.

Membership.

(1) The Citizens Review Panel has [[14]] 9 members.

(A

[(B)

(8]}

[[Five]] [[Seven]] [[members annointed bv the} The
Executive must annoint 7 members. Un to 3 members may
be members of the Commission on Children and Yonth
who are senaratelv confirmed hv the Conncil as Panel
members.

Seven]] [[Two additional members anpointed bv the
Executive should represent the communitv]][[and have
expertise in the nrevention and treatment of child abuse
and neglect. such as child advocates. volunteers of the
court-anpointed special advocate program. attornevs who
represent children. parent and consumer representatives.
law enforcement representatives. and health and human

services professionals]][[.

One member each must be a Countv resident annointed

-2-
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2)

FurrRarney BiLL NO. 32-00

under State law-bv:
(1) the State Citizens Review Board for Children: and
(2) the State Council on Child Abuse and Neglect.
FEach membher of the Panel must he a volunteer who:
(A) exercises the member’s own free will in all deliherationg
of the Panel:
acts indenendentlv of anv outside influence. narticularlv
the membher’s emnlover:

does not renresent anv agencv or oreanization: and

Eb E

is not a Countv or State emnlovee. or snouse or domestic
nartner of an emnlavee. Whnse narticination would he
inconsistent with Countv Council nolicies regardine
annointment of government emnlovees to hoards.

committees. and commissions.

(d) Duties. The Citizens Review Panel must:

@
Q2

imnlement State law regarding local citizens review boards:
examine the nolicies and nracedures of State and local agencies
and. where annronriate. snecific cases to evaluate the extent to
which [[State and local]] these agencies in the Countv are
effectivelv fulfilline their resnonsibilities to imnlement the
child nrotection standards and State nlan under 42 U.S.C.

§ 5106a(b) and anv other criteria that the nanel considers
important for the nrotection of children:

report the Panel’s findines to the Executive. the Council. the State
Citizens Review Board for Children. and the State Council on
Child Abuse and Neglect: [[and]]
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EMERGENCY BiLL NO. 32-00

(4) within 60 davs after the end of each fiscal vear. nrenare and make
available to the nublic a renort summarizine the Panel’s activities
during the fiscal vear: and

(5) carrv out other duties as reauested to assist the Countv
Denartment of Health and Human Services. the State Citizens
Review Board for Children. and the State Council on Child
Abuse and Neglect.

Terms of office. The term of a Panel member is [[2]] 3 years.

Compensation. Members of the Panel must not receive compensation

for their services. A memher mav receive reimhursement for exnenses

incurred in connection with the member’s service on the Panel. subiect
to annronriations.

Meetings. The Citizens Review Panel must meet at least [[4 times a

year]] once everv 3 months at the call of the chair.

Access tn itgfbrmatinn. Federal law requireg the State to pmvide anv

case information reauested hv the Panel that is necessarv for the Pane]
to carrv out its functions. Countv agencies and emnlovees must nrovide
anv case or other information that the Panel decides is necessarv or
useful to carrv ont its functions. Fach member of the Panel is subiect to
State 1aws that restrict or nrohihit disclosure of:

(A) identifving information about a snecific child nrotection case: or
(B) certain other information

Staff’ [[The Department of Health and Human Services must]] Federal
law reanires the State to provide staff support to the Citizens Review
Panel. The Countv Denartment of Health and Human Services may

pmvide <taff sunnort ta the Panel if the State reimburses the Countv for

the full cost of the sunnort,
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Sec. 2

FurrRaRNCY, BiLL NO. 32-00

Advisorv oroun.

(A) TheConntv Execntive mav appnint. subiect to confirmation hy

BB

the Countv Conncil. nn to 5 members of a Citizens Review Panel
Advisorv Gronn to nrovide technical and nrofescional advice to
the Panel ahout child nrotective services. Fach member of the
Advisorv Groun must have exnertise in the nrevention and
treatment of child abuse and neglect. such as child advacates.
volunteers of the court-annointed snecial advocate nrogram.
attormevs who renresent children. narent and consumeg
renresentatives. and health and human services nrofessionals.
The term of a member of the Advisorv Gronn is 3 vears.
A member of the Advisorv Groun:
(1) mav narticinate in a matter hefore the Panel onlv at the
reauest of the Panel: and
(2) must not narticinate in a vote or other action hv the Panel,
A Panel member shonld consider advice received from the
Advisorv Groun in resnonse to the Panel’s reauest. but must

exercise indenendent indement in evalnating the advice.

Transition.

When making initial appointments to the Citizens Review Panel, the

County Executive [[may]] must appoint 2 members to [[staggered terms

so that approximately half of the members are appointed each year]] a

one-vear term. 2 members to a two-vear term. and 3 members to a three-

vear term.

Code Section 27-49A( _i\;ais added bv this Act. to initial terms of 1.2 or
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FurrarNey Bitl No. 32-00

3 vears. coincident with the term of a Panel membher. so that the terms of
no more than 2 members of the groun exnire in the same calendar vear.

() A membher who serves for 1R months or less in a Panel ar Advisorv
Groun nosition during the nogition’s initial term of one or twa vears is
eligihle for reannnintment as if the member had not nreviouslv served in
the nosition,

Sec. 3. Emergencv Effective Date.

The Council declares that an emergencv exists and that this legislation ig

necessarv for the immediate nrotection of the nuhlic health and safetv. This Act

takes effect on the date on which it becomes law,

Approved:

’DLQW ﬂﬁ g‘fr @V‘;’Q (1, 2w
Blair G. Ewing, President, County Coun Date
Approved:
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Douglas M. Duncan, County Executive Date

This is a correct copy of Council action.
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Mary %Edgar, CMZ, Clerk of the Council / Date





