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Emergency Bill No. 36-00 
Concerning: Commission on Landlord -

T anant Affairs - Membarshio 
Revised: 7-31-01 Draft No._§_ 
Introduced: Decambar 12 2000 
Enacted: Julv 31 _ 2001 
Executive: Aunust B. 2001 
Effective: ~11anst fl. 2001 
Sunset Date: Nona 
Ch. -2.0...., Laws of Mont. Co. 2nm 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: Council President Ewing, Councilmembers Leggett, Subin, Silverman and Praisner 

AN EMERGENCY ACT to: 
(1) amend the qualifications for membership on the Commission on Landlord-Tenant 

Affairs; [[and]) fflld 
(2) [[aut__h~ri7e navment nf a ~ti~end tn _ certain memhe~ n£ th~ C~m~i~~inn nn 

!_.an_dlnrd:_Tenant A :ffai~'. am!)] 
[l!Jl]] generally provide for appointment to membership on the Commission on 

Landlord-Tenant Affairs. 

By amending 
Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 29, Landlord-Tenant Relations 
Section 29-9 
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The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 



EMERGENCY BILL NO. 36-00 

I Sec. 1. Section 29-9 is amended as follows: 

2 29-:9. Creation; composition; applicant disclosure; term of office; 

3 compensation. 
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(b) 

* * * 

Composition. 

( 1) The Commission has 12 members and 3 alternate members. 

Each memher must he a Countv resident 

(2) Four members and one alternate member each must be: 

(A) (the) an owner of rental housing located in the County; 

(B) a manager, or an employee of a manager, of rental 

housing located in the Conn~ 1 or an attorney who 

nrimarilv renresents owners or manal!ers of rental 

housing[(~ located in the County]]; or 

(C) nominated by an organization that represents owners or 

managers of rental housing located in the County. 

(3) Four members and one alternate member each must be: 

(A) a tenant of rental housing in the County, 

{ID an attorney who nrimarilv renresents tenants of rental 

housing ([in the County]); or 

((B)] .(Q nominated by an organization that represents tenants 

of rental housing located in the County. 

A memher annointed under this !laraQ'Tanh must not derive ~ 

suhstantial nortion of his or her income from rental homdnP. 
-- - - -- -- - - - - - - -

( 4) Four members and one alternate member must be selected from 

the public at large. A member appointed to represent the public 

at large must not be qualified for appointment under 

subparagraph (2)(A), (2)(B), (or] (3)(A)~ or (3)(B), or otherwise 
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EMERGENCY BILL NO. 36-00 

derive ! substantial portion of his or her income from rental 

housing or tenants of rental housing. [(!he !3x~uriv~ may 

annoint_ and the C'.onncjl may confirm_ a memher who does not 

meet the reonirements of the nrecedincr sentence if the 

Executive certifies that: 

after a oood faith search_ the Executive did not find anv 

oualified annlicant who met those re,mirements: and 

the annointee will he ahle to nerfonn all duties of a 

C'.ommission memher fairlv and imnartiallv_ 

notwithstandino- anv affiliation with or income derived 

from _rentill hnu~inc, or tenants ofrenta.1 hnu~inci_]] 

As used in this [[Section]] ~ul-1s~~tinn .. an attorney nrimaril~ 

renresents either owners and mana~ers of rental housine:. or 

tenants of rental housine:. if at the tin,e _nf_annnintment the 

attorney a!'!'eared in 10 ~r !"ore !al!_dl(!rc!_-te!'ant cas~s jn ~ny 

inrisdictin11_ ~_nd renresented that~ of client in more than 

60% of the attomev's landlord-tenant cases. in the nrecedin~ 12 

months. As used in this snhsectinn_ a "suhstantial nnrtinn" of a 
-- -

nerson 's income means_ measured at the time nf annointment_ 

either: 

(Al [(~]] ~10_000 or more of that !'erson's family in~nme 

during the nrecedina calendar vear_ nr 
- - -

Wl the ownershin nf mnre than :'i% of anv renta 1 housina 
- -

unit nr anv nwnershin interest in anv husiness that nwns 
-- -

nr mana~es rental hnusin~ 

The Director must adiust the i 10_000 amount in the nrecedina 

sentence each vear hv the increase nr decrease in the 
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EMERGENCY BILL NO. 36-00 

annronriate commmer nrice index for the nreceding ca1endar 
- - - -

vear. rounded to the nearest mu1tin1e of $1 O_ 

* * * 

Compensation. Members of the Commission serve without 

compensation, except[[; 

ill]] reimbursement for expenses [((includin~ chi1d and de!lendent 

care),]] as appropriated[[~ mg]] 

a stinend. suhiect to annronriation_ for each case heard hv a 
- - - - -

Commission memher sitting on a nanel which conduct~ a 
- -

hearin'1 on a com!11aint or a!)'l'leal hefore the Commission]]. 

* * * 

Sec. 2. Emergency Effective Date. 

67 The Council declares that an emergency exists and that this legislation is 

68 necessary for the immediate protection of the public health and safety. This Act 

69 takes effect on [[April 1, 2001]] the date when it hecomes law. 

70 See. 3. Tran~itinn. A nv amendment to Conntv Code Section 29-9 made hv 
---- -- -- - --- --- - --

71 Section 1 of this Act ann1ies on1v to a memher of the Commission on T ,and1ord-

72 Tenant Affairs annointed or reannointed after this Act hecomes law_ 

73 Approved: 

74 

75 

76 

Blair G. Ewing, President, County Council 

Approved: 

~/$~------
Douglas M.'Duncan, County Executive 
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