




 

 

 

 

 

 

Description 
Construction of pedestrian facility improvements along a one-mile segment of Dale Drive between 
Georgia Avenue (MD 97) and Colesville Road (US 29) in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

 Applicant: Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
 North and West Silver Spring Master Plan/Bicycle Master Plan 

 
Staff Recommendation: NA 
 
 

Summary 
The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) is proposing pedestrian facility 
improvements along a one-mile segment of Dale Drive between Georgia Avenue (MD 97) and Colesville 
Road (US 29) in Silver Spring, Maryland. The project location is displayed in Figure 1. The project is being 
conducted as part of the Facility Planning Phase 1 Capital Improvement Program budget. The applicant 
will provide a presentation to the Planning Board and be available to respond to questions from the 
Planning Board. The MCDOT presentation is attached with this staff report. Staff has been working with 
the applicant in reviewing the concept plans and we will share initial discussions on that review after the 
Presentation. 

This is a briefing to present a summary of design efforts conducted, alternatives considered, technical 
findings, and public comments received. The project has assessed pedestrian and bicycle needs along Dale 
Drive and has developed two sidewalk concepts, two sidepath concepts, and three intersection 
improvement concepts for the intersection of Dale Drive with Columbia Boulevard. 

The corridor pedestrian and bicycle alternatives are as follows: 

1. Sidewalk along the north side of Dale Drive 
2. Sidewalk along the south side of Dale Drive 
3. Sidepath along the north side of Dale Drive 
4. Sidepath along the south side of Dale Drive 
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Figure 1 – Site Location Map 

The intersection improvement alternatives for the intersection of Dale Drive with Columbia Boulevard are 
as follows: 

1. Realignment of Columbia Boulevard intersection to align with Corman Drive, 
2. Dualization of Columbia Boulevard approach and departure to create separate intersections on 

Dale Drive, and 
3. Construction of a roundabout intersection to serve Dale Drive, Corman Drive, Columbia 

Boulevard, and Woodland Drive (north leg) 

It is anticipated that this project will continue to Facility Planning Phase 2 and 35 percent design, and as a 
result, this project will require a Mandatory Referral, which is expected to occur following a Fall/Winter 
2019 Public meeting for the 35% design. There has been significant public outreach as part of this project, 
including a field walk in September 2018, a community survey, and a community meeting held in 
November 2018. 
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Briefing Agenda
• Background

• MCDOT Presentation

• Preliminary Staff Comments

• Public Comments Received by Planning Board

• Planning Board Discussion



Dale Drive Pedestrian Facility Improvement Project 305/09/2019

Background
• Dale Drive Safety Coalition – support for Dale Drive to be reclassified 

from an arterial to a minor arterial in the Master Plan of Highways and 
Transitways – strong public presence/comments at Planning Board 
meetings

• MCDOT initiated Facility Planning Study. Planning staff involved in this 
effort

• Coordination with ongoing Forest Glen/ Montgomery Hills Sector Plan

• Project funded in the CIP under Facility Planning – Transportation 
(P509337) through 35% design

• Mandatory Referral anticipated this Winter (February 2020)



Dale Drive Pedestrian Facility Improvement Project 405/09/2019

Preliminary Staff Comments
• Preferred corridor concept – sidepath on the north side

• 8’ sidepath width acceptable given constraints (built environment, 
topography)

• Preferred intersection concept – realignment

• Desire for more crosswalks along Dale Drive

• Potential closure of one block of Woodland Drive and replacement 
with separated bike lanes or sidepath between Corman Drive and 
Luzerne Avenue

• Potential tighter realignment of Grace Church Road at Dale Drive
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Dale Drive at Woodland/Luzerne

Provide improved 
connection for Woodland 

Greenway
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Dale Drive at Grace Church Road

Improve 
Intersection 
Geometry
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Public Comments
• Written comments submitted to Chair’s Office
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