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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Ward, J Alex [mailto:award@jenner.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 10:56 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro bike lane 
 
Mr. Hwang: 
 
I strongly support the addition of a bike lane on Goldsboro Road.  In fact, I believe it should extend from 
MacArthur Boulevard to Bradley Boulevard.  This is a major route for recreational biking, connecting the 
center of Bethesda to the very popular MacArthur Boulevard bike corridor, as well as the tow path and Glen 
Echo park.  On a weekend day, I suspect there are hundreds of bikers on Goldsboro. 
 
The shoulders on Goldsboro currently range from non‐existent to rutted with tire‐catching cracks to strewn 
with debris from motor vehicle traffic.  Bike lanes also would benefit drivers, who now may be stuck behind 
cyclists for the long climb up the hill from MacArthur.  And walkers and joggers would have a safe option for 
getting up and down Goldsboro as well.  It’s a win‐win for all road users.   
 
While it might mean some encroachment on neighboring properties, my sense is that most homes along 
Goldsboro are set back substantially from the road.  Both shoulders are largely bordered by unkempt growth 
that does not seem to be actively used as part of anyone’s property. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this issue. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Alex Ward 
(Bethesda resident) 
  

J. Alex Ward 
Jenner & Block LLP 
1099 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20001-4412 
Tel (202) 639-6068 
Fax (202) 639-6066 
award@jenner.com 
www.jenner.com 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING: This email may contain privileged or confidential information and is for the 
sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this communication is prohibited. 
If you believe that you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it 
from your system.  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Tulip Hill Citizens Association [mailto:tulip.hill.citizens.association@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 12:03 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Path 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
 
I am very glad to hear that you are looking at ways to improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists 
along Goldsboro Road.  
 
I am the current president of the Tulip Hill Citizens Association. Work on this project predates my 
tenure in the neighborhood. In fact, I was unaware of it until the other day. I would very much like to 
attend this evening's meeting, but will be unable, due to other commitments. 
 
Having children who love to bike and run and a dog that I regularly walk in the neighborhood, I 
personally value this improvement and would be interested in any involvement I could offer, both as 
a resident and representative of the neighborhood. 
 
I would very much appreciate learning more about the project and being apprised of details as it 
moves forward. 
 
You can reach me by email at this address or at thearonies@me.com or by phone at (301) 320-4888. 
 
Sincerely, 
Liza Aronie 
President, THCA 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Susan Lanham [mailto:slanhamnevins@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, November 16, 2013 9:50 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle and pedestrian improvements 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 

As residents of Tulip Hill Terrace, we are thrilled with the idea of a 
sidewalk along Goldsboro Road. Under current conditions, despite 
living only a mile from the Glen Echo Shopping Center and Glen 
Echo Park, we are hemmed in by traffic and feel unsafe walking or 
biking to pick up a quart of milk at Seven Eleven or a light bulb at 
the hardware store. Having grown up across the street from Walt 
Whitman High School, with a similar lack of access to shops, I 
always dreamed of raising my children someplace where they 
could gain a sense of independence by being able to do an errand 
without having to be driven everywhere by a parent.  Alas, when 
we moved to Tulip Hill, this dream was quashed, and they are just 
as dependent on the gasoline engine as I was during the 1970s and 
80s, and as we all continue to be now as residents of Tulip Hill. 
 What a shame that Montgomery County has made so little 
progress. At least they have the Ride-On (which, unfortunately, 
they cannot take to Glen Echo, because we do not feel safe 
crossing Goldsboro Road, there being no cross walk, which means 
they would have to ride the entire route to go 1/2 mile!).  
 
We request that there be sidewalks on both sides of the road with 
safe, clearly marked crosswalks so that pedestrians can cross to 
either side when using the Ride-On bus or walking to and from the 
Glen Echo shopping center and/or Glen Echo Park. If you are only 
placing one sidewalk, we request that it be on the South side of 
Goldsboro Road, as residents on the North side can ambulate to 
Glen Echo via neighborhood streets, but we cannot.  
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Where are you going to find the space to have sidewalks and a bike 
lane, what with Goldsboro criss-crossing the Minnehaha tributary? 
Surely it is important to protect this body of water, not to mention 
deal with its tendency to overflow its banks during hard rains. I 
hope this will in no way deter you from making our area more 
pedestrian friendly, but I'm just very curious about the logistics. 
Goldsboro is a difficult road! 

So difficult, in fact, that when my nephews were new drivers, my 
sister would not allow them to drive on Goldsboro Road to visit 
me, as she considered it to be one of the least safe roads in 
Bethesda, and that's saying something. Indeed, Goldsboro is 
narrow, with a speed limit that is too high for its blind turns, its 
current capacity, and the presence of Ride-On buses that now 
exists. As is the case nearly everywhere in the DC metro area, 
drivers routinely exceed even the too-high speed limit whenever 
traffic will allow them to do so. Now that our daughter is learning 
to drive, we will have no choice but to introduce her to Goldsboro 
early, I suppose the way young cowboys are hazed by having to 
mount bucking broncos early in life. Watch out! 

No matter what you end up doing pedestrian or bike-wise, we 
request that you lower the speed limit and place clearly marked 
speed limit signs and warnings on Goldsboro Road.  

Allow us to repeat our deep and sincere desire that the sidewalk 
project go forward, and good luck. 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
--  
Susan Lanham and 
Patrick Nevins  
6617 Tulip Hill Ter 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
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301-758-2166 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Peter Murray [mailto:peter.murray10@verizon.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 8:41 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: bike lanes on Goldsboro Rd. 
 
We don’t need more bike lanes. 
 
The lanes on Mass. Ave. are used by only a minuscule number of bike enthusiasts.   
 
Goldsboro won’t be any different. 
 
PCM 



1

Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Michael Burack [mailto:mburack42@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 05, 2013 4:36 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: GOLDSBORO ROAD (MD614) BIKEPATH STUDY 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 

I am a long-time (30 years) resident of Tulip Hill and past president of the Tulip Hill Citizens 
Association.  Because of a prior commitment, I was unable to attend the meeting at Walt Whitman 
High School on December 4.  I am writing now to urge the State to undertake improvements to 
Goldsboro Road between MacArthur Boulevard and Rannoch Road.   

The stretch of Goldsboro between MacArthur and Rannoch is dangerous for both pedestrians and 
cyclists, but it is especially dangerous for pedestrians.  The residents of our neighborhood are 
particularly impacted, because Goldsboro is the only way for us to walk to or from the Glen Echo 
shopping center or Glen Echo Park without taking a prohibitively long  roundabout route.   
 
We can't walk on the east side of Goldsboro because there is no room to walk.  There is no shoulder 
on that side, and the white line is no more than a foot or so from the rail.   

There is a narrow shoulder on the west side of Goldsboro, but in order to access it we have to cross 
Goldsboro at Rannoch Road.  That crossing is dangerous.  There is no button-operated crossing light 
that would allow pedestrians to safely cross.  Cars come fast from both directions, and visibility can 
be difficult, especially for cars coming from MacArthur.  Of course, the poor visibility is much more 
of a problem when it's dark.   
 
Even aside from the problem with crossing, the shoulder on the west side of Goldsboro is not a safe 
place to walk.  The road curves so that drivers coming from River Road toward MacArthur often 
cannot not see pedestrians until they are very close to them -- a problem that's especially serious 
when it's dark out. 
 
For these reasons, the State should (1) construct a sidewalk on the west side of Goldsboro Road from 
Rannoch Road to MacArthur Boulevard and (2) install a crossing control at the corner of Rannoch 
and Goldsboro Road so that Tulip Hill residents and others can cross Goldsboro safely to walk to and 
from MacArthur. 

Thank you.  I sincerely hope the State acts to fix this situation. 

Michael Burack 
5655 Bent Branch Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: mengda shu [mailto:mengdashu@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 05, 2013 7:26 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road project 
 
To whom it may concern: 
  
I own a home at 6705 Goldsboro Road and am writing to express serious concern about Montgomery 
County's plan to widen and add sidewalks along Goldsboro Road. 
  
While I do not object to the widening of Goldsboro Road per se and strongly support adding a sidewalk for 
easy and safe access to Glen Echo Park and the nearby Shopping Center, I do object to the proposed design. 
 It is my understanding that the plan does not provide for any on-street parking whatsoever, including through 
a shoulder wide enough for vehicles.  In contrast, there currently is a sizable shoulder with ample room for 
parking.  I also understand that cut-throughs (of the proposed sidewalk) are planned, but limited to the width 
of driveways. Thus, driveways would be the only places where vehicles could park on our portion of the road. 
 
This design is a serious problem and potential traffic hazard for me and  my neighbors because our driveways 
are very short and cannot accommodate delivery and service trucks, multiple visitors' vehicles, etc.  The only 
room for such vehicles to stand or park would be in the road. 
 
Accordingly, I request that the sidewalk cut-through extend along the entire front of my property.  This would 
allow vehicles to park in front of my house and maintain paved walkway for pedestrians. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration of my request for an extended cut-through.  I look forward to 
hearing from you soon regarding the resolution of this concern. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Dr. Mengda Shu 
6705 Goldsboro Road 
Bethesda MD, 20817__ 
(301) 320-8628 
mengdashu@gmail.com 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Madeline Weiss [mailto:madeline.weiss@verizon.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 9:21 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: In favor of bicycle path along Goldsboro Road from Massachusetts Avenue to MacArthur Boulevard 
 
Mr. Hwang, 
 
As residents of Tulip Hill, we are strongly in favor of a bicycle path along Goldsboro Road from 
Massachusetts Avenue to MacArthur Boulevard. It is very dangerous to bike or walk on the winding street 
with lots of car traffic.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Madeline and Steve Weiss 
 
Madeline Weiss, Ph.D. 
Weiss Associates/ www.weissassociatesinc.com/ organ. strategy & change, executive coaching 
Director, SIM Advanced Practices Council/ apc.simnet.org 
301.229.8062 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Leo von Euler [mailto:lveuler@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 1:45 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road between MacArthur Boulevard and River Road 
 
We strongly encourage constructing sidewalks along Goldsboro Road between River Road and 
MacArthur Boulevard. Many car trips could be avoided -- with great advantage to public health by 
promoting walking and lessening air pollution --  to the Post Office, farmers' markets, Glen Echo 
Park, the tow path, churches, and stores at Glen Echo. At present walking is much too dangerous, 
with cars rounding curves at more than 35 mph. We would also urge a pedestrian signal at Goldsboro 
Road and River Road. We appreciate the excellent sidewalks, crosswalks, warning signs, and 
pedestrian signals provided on Massachusetts Avenue, which has excellent visibility and a lower 
speed limit. It doesn't figure. 
 
I have previously written in favor of a crosswalk at the bus stop at Redwing road. In addition to the 
crosswalk, a warning sign of a crosswalk ahead should be added on Goldsboro where there already is 
a sign indicating that Redwing Road is ahead. Crossing the street at a bus stop shouldn't be a 
terrifying experience. 
--  
Leo/Mary von Euler 
tel nr: 301 229 6085 
lveuler@gmail.com  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Lauchlan, Jennifer [mailto:Jennifer_Lauchlan@mcpsmd.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 10:19 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle Improvements 
 
I would like to submit my comments on the Goldsboro Road project.  I support the project completely and 
would like to see it expanded to the section of Goldsboro between River and Bradley.  I live in the District but 
teach at Wood Acres Elementary.  I commute by bicycle 60‐80% of the time, and would prefer to bring that 
percentage closer to 100.  I am unable to bike during the weeks I work in the summer because my kids 
attend camp at Glen Echo and I don’t feel safe riding with them on Goldsboro.   During the school year I am 
able to take them to their school in DC because there are striped bike lanes and I am comfortable knowing 
that adds a certain level of safety to our ride.  I then continue on to work.  I’d like to be able to do that in the 
summer as well, and the proposed improvements would facilitate that. 
 
However, Wood Acres will be moving to the Radnor Center during or at the end of FY14 and I am not looking 
forward to shifting my commute to the eastern  segment of Goldsboro.  I have been to Radnor to meet with 
colleagues a few times and it is a harrowing ride along the Goldsboro shoulder.  Striping, lane dividers or 
other bike friendly upgrades would help. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jennifer Lauchlan 
Media Specialist  
Wood Acres ES 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: kjlavindc@yahoo.com [mailto:kjlavindc@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:10 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle And Pedestrian Improvements 
 
Mr. Hwang, 
 
Thank you for taking on this important project to improve the pedestrian and cycling 
experience on Goldsboro Road.  I cycle regularly with a group that starts its rides at the 
corner of Glenbrook and Bradley Roads and then travels on Goldsboro Road down to 
MacArthur Blvd. and then north towards Potomac.   Often, the most difficult stretch on our 
ride is the segment between Mass. Ave and MacArthur Blvd. on Goldsboro Road, and that 
applies whether we are traveling east or west.   Traveling west at the end of our ride up the 
hill from MacArthur is particularly dangerous, as the road narrows and we are riding slower 
up hill than the other way around.   Traffic tends to get very impatient with cyclists, but the 
road is so narrow that even when riding single file, we tend to obstruct traffic.  Also, the 
road is used by buses and fairly heavy commercial traffic, which tend to be wider than cars. 
 
Personally, I would support extending the cycling/pedestrian path all the way to Bradley 
Blvd.    
 
I would also suggest a separate lane for cyclists and a sidewalk for pedestrians.   In my 
experience, it is just as dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians to share the same narrow 
lane as it is for cyclists to be on the road sharing with cars (I rarely ride on the C&O canal 
trail, except at a very casual pace).   In my ideal world, there would be a 3 foot or so lane to 
the right segregated by only a solid line from the car lane.   There would then be a curb or 
other berm separating cyclists from pedestrians.  I know there probably isn't enough room 
to do that on both sides, but no harm suggesting it! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kevin Lavin 
3755 Kanawha St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 
202-506-5899 
kjlavindc@yahoo.com 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Kirby Whyte [mailto:kw@creativevideo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 10:37 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo‐Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements 
 
First and for most Goldsboro between MacArthur and River Road has been in need of 
resurfacing for years.  Before you resurface it though you must improve the drainage 
ditches that overflow their banks regularly in heavy thunder storms and eat away at 
the Asphalt and curbs.  There is currently no pedestrian side walks and people walk 
on the edge of the active roadway which is both dangerous and cause drivers to cross 
over into the oncoming traffic.  Bicycles are less of an issue on Goldsboro.  I'm 
sure a bicycle lane would be an improvement but a pedestrian sidewalk is over due. 
 
Now a statement about what has already been done and NOT done.  The contractor that 
milled Goldsboro neglected milling the 70 feet between MacArthur and the end of the 
islands that separate the lanes before MacArthur.  The ramp from outbound MacArthur 
to Goldsboro is the most in need of restoration on all of Goldsboro.  Every winter 
this ramp breaks up into deep pot holes and are never filled properly.  Like the 
edge preparation that Fort Meyer Construction has done to MacArthur, this short 
stretch of Goldsboro needs the same edge being rebuilt down below the dirt.  Please 
do not let the contractor avoid replacing this most necessary repair while you pave 
Goldsboro. 
 
Kirby Whyte 
39 Wellesley Circle 
Glen Echo, MD 20812 
(301) 229‐3392 
office email: kw@creativevideo.com 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Katz, Michael D [mailto:michael.d.katz@intel.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:53 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Feedback on Goldsboro Road bicycle & pedestrian improvements 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
 
I have lived in Bethesda since 1993 and at my current address on Cornish Road since 1999, and during that 
time I have avoided many thousands of car trips going in and around Bethesda on my own and with my three
children.  I recently learned about the prospects for improved bicycle and pedestrian improvements along 
Goldsboro Road, and while I cannot attend the public meeting on December 4th, I would like to register my 
enthusiastic support for such improvements.  In fact, I would recommend extending those improvements 
further north up Goldsboro to Bradley Blvd, with a safe connection at the Bradley/Goldsboro intersection 
over to Glenbrook Road and leading over to the Capital Crescent Trail.  
 
Thanks, 
Michael 
 
Michael Katz 
5504 Cornish Road 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
Tel: 240-424-5289 
michael.d.katz@intel.com  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Joseph P. Ruocco [mailto:Joseph.Ruocco@som.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 6:06 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldboro Road Improvement 
 
Greg, 
 
As a Wood Acres resident, motorist and cyclist located on Avalon Drive – just south of Goldsboro Road – I am 
interested in safely accessing both Macarthur Boulevard and Bradley Boulevard from Goldsboro Road.  The 
road shoulder along Goldsboro Road is narrow to non‐existent in some locations and the overgrowth from 
adjacent trees and vines makes it dangerous for both runners, cyclists and motorists due to blind corners, 
especially between Massachusetts Avenue and Macarthur Boulevard. 
 
I would be interested in better understanding Montgomery County and/or the State of Maryland plans to 
rectify this dangerous stretch of road. 
 
Any graphic images of the planned road and bicycle path improvement would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JOSEPH P. RUOCCO  AIA 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
   
SKIDMORE, OWINGS & MERRILL LLP      
2001 K STREET NW, SUITE 200 
WASHINGTON, DC 20006 
TEL: 202.367.2567 
FAX: 202.367.2602 
MOBILE: 202.250.9324 
JOSEPH.RUOCCO@SOM.COM 
  

 
WWW.SOM.COM  

  
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named above, and may be 
legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying 
of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please 
return it to the sender immediately and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system. If you have any questions 
concerning this message, please contact the sender. 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: John Christian [mailto:jonxian@mac.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 7:47 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo‐Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Glen Echo Circle Improvement 
 
Greg 
 
Attached is a suggestion for Glen Echo Circle improvement. It would also eliminate 
the contracted relocation of the Mac A Bikeway over the ancient streetcar trestle 
for which the NPS does not expect to ever have funds for its maintenance and because 
of its secluded location will likely become a hangout for young people with probable 
molesting or attacks on bikeway users. Witness reports of such on the Capitol 
Crescent Trail, NPS problem with skateboarders, and Brookmont women worry about 
safety of walking up the Bikeway between Maryland Ave and Sangamore Road. It will be 
a wise administrator who can cancel a contract, lose some funds, and not create a 
potentially hazardous situation. 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Hilary French [mailto:hffrench@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 1:34 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicyclist and Pedestrian Access 
 

Dear Mr. Hwang, 

The item pasted in below re Goldsboro Road recently appeared in our WoodAcres  neighborhood 
list-serve. 

I would like to strongly support the idea of improved bicyclist/pedestrian access along Goldsboro 
Road, particularly the stretch between MacArthur Boulevard and River Road.  My husband and I 
bicycle and walk frequently in this area, and we would benefit greatly from safer bicyclist and 
pedestrian access along Goldsboro Rd, in order to help us connect to the bike path on Macarthur and 
the tow-path. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with any questions. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best regards, 

Hilary French 

6004 Milo Dr. 

Bethesda, MD 

 

2. Goldsboro Road bicycle and pedestrian improvements 

  

In response to a request from the Tulip Hill Citizens Association in Bethesda, the county Department 
of Transportation is conducting a study to evaluate the need for sidewalks and on-road bike facilities 
along Goldsboro Road, from MacArthur Boulevard to River Road. DOT is also considering how to 
reconfigure that intersection to provide safe pedestrian access to several transit stops, Glen Echo 
Park, connectivity to neighborhoods and to improve bicycle access along the corridor DOT is 
holding a public workshop for area residents and others on Wednesday, December 4, 7-9 pm, at the 
Walt Whitman High School cafeteria, 7100 Whittier Boulevard, Bethesda, 20817. 

  

  



2

Written comments on the project also are welcome and should be provided by January 3, 2014. 
Anyone wishing to submit comments should send them to the foll 



1

Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Deborah Schumann [mailto:dschumannmd@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:29 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo‐Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: pedestrians and bicycles on Goldsboro Road 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
I live in Tulip Hill and ride my bike a lot for transportation.  In order to access 
MacArthur Blvd from my house, it is necessary to ride down Goldsboro road.  It is 
even more dangerous for pedestrians.  Coming back up from Glen Echo is very scary 
because the curve in the road doesn't allow drivers to see bicycles until the last 
second.   
 
There are a number of bike‐riders in my neighborhood and we want to avoid using cars 
as much as possible.  Please consider making a space for bikes and pedestrians along 
Goldsboro Road. 
 
Deborah Schumann 
6804 Tulip Hill Terrace 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Debby Demaree [mailto:debby@demareeassociates.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 5:51 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo‐Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: MD‐614 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang,  
 
I read with great interest the proposal for bike lanes and sidewalks on Goldsboro Rd 
from MacArthur Blvd to cross River Road and end at Concord St Andrews church.  
 
I live on Radnor Rd and have been petitioning the State to add sidewalks along 
Goldsboro Rd since 1984. I would be happy to provide you copies of my 
correspondence. This includes working to add a pedestrian crosswalk through the 
bends at Radnor Rd so that our children could safely cross to the elementary school 
which was added in the last decade.  
 
About two years ago SHA added a sidewalk to the intersection area at Bradley Blvd 
and Goldsboro Rd to improve pedestrian safety. We still need sidewalk from Radnor Rd 
just past Goldsboro Ct to adequately protect those of us who regularly walk this 
route.  
 
Last week my husband hurried across Goldsboro Rd at the crosswalk to avoid traffic 
and fell in the roadway fracturing his elbow. The need for improved pedestrian and 
vehicle safety is ever more clear as my almost 30 years of notice to the State 
attests.  
 
I would respectfully request that Montgomery County work with the State of Maryland  
to expand the scope of the Goldsboro Rd (MD 614) project to include adequate 
sidewalks turn lanes, shoulders and safety markings along the entire length of this 
right of way.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Deborah Edwards Demaree 
 
Deborah Edwards Demaree 
6623 Radnor Rd 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Cutrone, Roseann M [mailto:Roseann.Cutrone@skadden.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 1:45 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Sidewalks and On-Road Bike Facilities along Goldsboro Road 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang: 
 
I am writing because I understand Montgomery County Department of Transportation is conducting a study 
to evaluate the need for sidewalks and on‐road bike facilities along Goldsboro Road, from MacArthur 
Boulevard to River Road.   I live in the Tulip Hill subdivision, which boarders Massachusetts Ave. and 
Goldsboro Road.   
 
Goldsboro Road is a terrible, dangerous road for pedestrians.  I have five children (high school and middle 
aged) who often attempt to walk on this road either after school (when taking the Ride‐on bus home from 
school) or when walking with friends to Glen Echo Park or to the nearby 7‐11.   
 
Between Massachusetts Ave and MacArthur Blvd, Goldsboro Road is both narrow and curved.  It also has 
hardly any shoulder (and often greenery impedes  this barely there shoulder).    
 
I think if the road had a larger shoulder and sidewalks, the road would be much safer for pedestrians and 
cyclists.  In addition, if walk/don't walk signal was placed at the light at the intersection of Goldsboro and 
Massachusetts, this would facilitate a safer crossing.   
 
I would be happy to discuss further. 
 
Roseann Cutrone 
5627 Bent Branch Rd. 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
 
 
 
Roseann M. Cutrone 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
1440 New York Avenue, N.W. | Washington | D.C. | 20005-2111 
T: 202.371.7366 | F: 202.661.9062 | M: 301-661-3910 
roseann.cutrone@skadden.com  
  
To ensure compliance with Treasury Department regulations, we advise you that, unless otherwise 
expressly indicated, any Federal tax advice contained in this message was not intended or written to 
be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal 
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matters 
addressed herein. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
**************************************************** 
 
To ensure compliance with Treasury Department regulations, we advise you that, unless otherwise 
expressly indicated, any federal tax advice contained in this message was not intended or written to 
be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal 
Revenue Code or applicable state or local tax law provisions or (ii) promoting, marketing or 
recommending to another party any tax-related matters addressed herein. 
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**************************************************** 
**************************************************** 
 
This email (and any attachments thereto) is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein 
and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended 
recipient of this email, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
email (and any attachments thereto) is strictly prohibited. If you receive this email in error please 
immediately notify me at (212) 735-3000 and permanently delete the original email (and any copy of 
any email) and any printout thereof. 
 
Further information about the firm, a list of the Partners and their professional qualifications will be 
provided upon request. 
**************************************************** 
========================================================================
======  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Stuart Plattner [mailto:stuartplattner@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2013 9:55 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro walkway 
 
Thanks so much for being involved in this project, which will add to our quality of life.  I am in 
favor of the most extensive option, number 3.  Think of the moms and children who will enjoy this 
walkway down to the park, it will be wonderful. 
Stuart Plattner 
 
 
--  
Stuart Plattner 
6204 Redwing Road 
Bethesda MD 20817 
stuartplattner@gmail.com 
301-229-6518 
www.stuartplattner.com  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Request case #5912 [mailto:zangmail@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 10:13 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Bannockburn Civic Association response to Goldsboro Road project  
 
Dear Mr. Hwang: 
 
    On behalf of the Bannockburn Civic Association (BCA), with the approval of its board, I am writing to 
provide community feedback in support of the MCDOT-DTE study you are managing with respect to planned 
sidewalk and bike-lane improvements along Goldsboro Road between MacArthur Blvd. and River Road. 
 
    In rough terms, the greater Bannockburn community from which BCA draws its members consists of 
households within the area bounded by River Road, Wilson Lane, MacArthur Blvd., and the portion of 
Goldsboro Rd. at issue in your study.  Thus, the residents we represent live north of Goldsboro Rd. 
 
    BCA strongly supports construction of sidewalks and implementation of bike lanes between River Rd. and 
MacArthur Blvd. along Goldsboro Rd. and the efforts of the Tulip Hills Citizens Association in promoting this 
project. 
 
    Specifically, we understand from the schematic engineering diagrams of the three alternatives that 
MCDOT-DTE has identified to date that all three alternatives provide key enhancements to safety and utility of 
great interest to our community.  Of the over one thousand households that live within the greater 
Bannockburn neighborhood boundaries, the great majority of residents can directly access Goldsboro Rd. on 
foot or bike only by way of Rannoch Rd. 
 
    One of our highest concerns is that any sidewalk/bike-lane project provide, for the first time, a safe way for 
residents to cross Goldsboro Rd. on foot and thus walk to points south of Goldsboro, including, for example, 
the Tulip Hills neighborhood and the sidewalks along Massachusetts Avenue that lead southeast toward the 
Capital Crescent Trail and Washington, D.C.  It appears from the schematics of the three alternatives that all 
three provide a sidewalk on the Bannockburn side of Goldsboro connecting the intersection of Rannoch Rd. 
and Goldsboro to Massachusetts Ave., and that the improvements contemplate crosswalks across Goldsboro 
regulated by the light at Massachusetts Ave. 
 
    Currently, it is dangerous to walk along the shoulder of Goldsboro from Rannoch to Massachusetts Ave. 
because of its narrowness and proximity to heavy and fast oncoming traffic.  Even were there to be a 
hypothetical unregulated crosswalk across Goldsboro at Rannoch Rd., it would be dangerous to use, 
particularly by older residents who walk more slowly, because of oncoming cars, especially those cars 
approaching up hill and around the curve (and thus hidden from view until they are very close) from the Glen 
Echo area.  Drivers, who do not expect to see pedestrians in the middle of Goldsboro Rd. near the Rannoch 
Rd. intersection, have little time to slow down. 
 
    In addition, BCA hopes that once the improvements contemplated by the current study are implemented, 
the Montgomery County government will consider extending a continuous sidewalk and bike lanes along the 
remaining portion of Goldsboro Rd., from River Rd. to Bradley Blvd.  By providing an unbroken sidewalk and 
bike facility from MacArthur Blvd. to Bradley Blvd., Bannockburn residents and numerous others in west 
Bethesda would have, for the first time, a safe and efficient pedestrian and bike path to the south side of 
downtown Bethesda, as well as safe foot and bike access to Walt Whitman High School and its surrounding 
neighborhoods (the existing unregulated crosswalk across River Road east of Braeburn Pkwy. is not safe; 
drivers along River Rd. are typically surprised to find pedestrians in the middle of that main thoroughfare, even 
though they are legally protected by a crosswalk). 
 
    Finally, BCA is seeking further input from residents who live along Goldsboro Rd. on the Bannockburn side, 
or along the various streets that have direct access to Goldsboro Rd. (but have no direct walking access to 
the main portion of the neighborhood), for instance, Goldleaf Dr., to see if they prefer any specific alternative 
and why.  If we discover any such concerns, we will let you know as soon as possible. 
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    Please let me know if you have any questions about BCA's position and the concerns of the Bannockburn 
community with respect to your study, or if there is any way that BCA might be of assistance in advancing this 
project.  Good luck as you complete your study.  We look forward to seeing these improvements realized as 
quickly as possible. 
 
    Sincerely, 
 
Mike Zangwill 
BCA, President 
zangmail@aol.com 
301 229-2111 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Jazlaw [mailto:jazlaw@aol.com]  
Sent: Saturday, December 14, 2013 7:57 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Cc: jazlaw@aol.com 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
 
Thank you for your work on this project and for holding the information session at Walt Whitman High School.
 
Please see the attachment which sets out my reasons for strongly supporting Alternative 2. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
JoAnn Leigh Zuercher jazlaw@aol.com 



PUBLIC COMMENTS FORM 

ATTACHMENT 

December 11, 2013 

NAME: JoAnn Leigh Zuercher 

ADDRESS: 6864 Tulip Hill Terrace 

CITY: Bethesda, MD, 20816 

E-MAIL: jazlaw@aol.com  

COMMENTS 

Living in Bethesda near the Potomac River, I have missed having the ability to walk easily and directly to 
the local stores and Glen Echo Park or up to River Road. Due to the very narrow shoulder, one is really 
running the risk of being hit by a car, even one traveling at the speed limit. Furthermore, my husband and 
I are nervous whenever we try to ride our bikes down Goldsboro Road to the bike path along McArthur 
Boulevard. Alternative 2 is the alternative that I support for the following reasons: 

• A buffer between pedestrians and cars is necessary for safety, particularly with the sharp curves in 
Goldsboro Road between Tulip Hill Terrace and McArthur Boulevard;  Alternative 2 includes 
buffers while Alternative 1 does not 
 

• A buffer and path on one side of the road is safer as the buffer can be wide enough to be 
meaningful. Trying to carve out space on both sides seems very unrealistic as there is such limited 
space along certain parts of Goldsboro. It is better to have one good set of bike, buffer, and 
pedestrian areas than cramming in two narrower sets of paths. 
 

• Minnehaha Creek will be not be impacted negatively as it would be with Alternative 3. Trees and 
shrubs can stay in place and protect the creek from erosion of the banks, as well as trash and run-
off from the road. In contrast, Alternative 3 would impact Minnehaha Creek through removal of 
trees and other vegetation. 
 

• Recently a county agency requested home owners to plant more trees near Minnehaha Creek to 
protect the creek from erosion, etc. and ultimately to protect the Potomac River and the 
Chesapeake Bay; This points out the necessity of protecting the creek by preserving trees and 
shrubs along its banks and demonstrates the priorities of other parts of the Montgomery County 
government in terms of conserving the health of Minnehaha Creek. 
 

• Alternative 2 is less likely than Alternative 3 to cause concerns on the part of the Army Corps of 
Engineers and state and county Natural Resources Departments (as it won’t harm Minnehaha 
Creek by removing trees and other vegetation along its banks) 
 

• Alternative 2 is more realistic from a cost perspective by being less expensive than Alternative 3 
(but it still manages to address pedestrian safety) 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Kathleen [mailto:kathleen.mcbride@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, December 28, 2013 2:12 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Re: Goldsboro rd project--I like option 3 
 
Hi Mr Hwang 
 
Thank you for sending the plans. I like option 3. Honestly, the other options would still seem too much like 
walking on the side of a highway and I would not use them at all. With option 3, especially if trees were 
planted in the greenway, it would feel safe enough to walk with children. If traffic lights are installed to cross 
Goldsboro at the pedestrian bridge and down near glen echo park then I could easily walk to wood acres 
elementary or to glen echo park from the redwing ct area.  
 
I would live option 3 (the one with a greenway on both sides of the road separating the road from the 
sidewalk).  
 
Thank you again for the plans. 
 
‐Kathleen  
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Glenn Reichardt [mailto:greichardt@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 9:04 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements -- Facility Planning Study 
 
  
Dear Mr. Hwang 
I understand that you and your colleagues in the Division of Transportation Engineering for 
the Montgomery County Department of Transportation are considering alternatives for 
bicycle and pedestrian improvements along Goldsboro Road from MacArthur Boulevard to 
River Road. For the reasons that follow, I strongly urge you to adopt your proposed 
Alternative 2. 
My family has lived in the Tulip Hill neighborhood for more than 25 years. We have long 
hoped that improvements would be made along Goldsboro Road that would facilitate 
walking and biking down to MacArthur Boulevard. Because Goldsboro Road is rather 
narrow and has several blind curves between Massachusetts Avenue and MacArthur 
Boulevard, it is risky and difficult to walk and bike between those points. Creating a 
sidewalk and bike lanes, with an adequate buffer between pedestrians and vehicular traffic, 
as proposed in Alternative 2, would improve safety and encourage greater pedestrian and 
bicycle use along Goldsboro Road, connecting the neighborhoods near and along 
Massachusetts Avenue to the bike lanes and walkways along MacArthur Boulevard. 
Although proposed Alternative 1 would be an improvement over the status quo, the buffer 
proposed in Alternative 2 is a substantial additional benefit, particularly given the speed at 
which some vehicles travel along Goldsboro Road and the winding nature of the road. I 
suspect that many people who now drive the short distance to Glen Echo Shopping Center 
or Glen Echo Park would walk or bike instead if you adopted Alternative 2. My wife and I 
would certainly do so.  
On the other hand, I strongly oppose Alternative 3 or any other alternative that would 
attempt to create sidewalks along the Minnehaha Creek side of Goldsboro Road between 
Tulip Hill Terrace and MacArthur Boulevard. Although your proposed schematics depict 
Minnehaha as a gently flowing stream far below the level of Goldsboro Road, I can assure 
you -- based on decades of experience -- that Minnehaha Creek often becomes a roaring 
river after strong summer thunderstorms or prolonged rains. We have seen Minnehaha turn 
into white-water rapids that nearly breached the creek’s banks during the storm that gave 
Minnehaha such force that it tore apart the old parking lot at Glen Echo Park and carried 
many cars in that parking lot into the C&O canal and the Potomac River. The substantial 
erosion along the creek’s banks as it travels along Goldsboro Road toward MacArthur 
Boulevard is witness to the creek’s occasional power. I think it would be extremely risky, 
indeed potentially catastrophic, to do anything that might affect the creek’s course or that 
would result in the removal of trees along the creek’s banks, because those trees and the 
vegetation surrounding them play critical roles in preserving the integrity of the narrow bank 
between Goldsboro Road and the creek and probably help avoid hazardous runoffs of oils 
and road chemicals into the creek -- pollutants that the creek could carry into the Potomac 
River and ultimately into the Chesapeake Bay. In my view, Alternative 3 could pose such 
substantial environmental risks that it might raise concerns on the part of federal, regional 
and state environmental and water quality officials.  
For all of these reasons, I strongly urge you to adopt Alternative 2 as you move forward in 
your planning for improvements along Goldsboro Road. 
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Please let me know if you have any questions or would like additional information. 
Best wishes 
Glenn Reichardt 
6864 Tulip Hill Terrace 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Tina Manatos [mailto:tina.manatos@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 2:00 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Rd. Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
      Having been born and lived in Montgomery County, Md for  59  out of my 69 
years  I greatly appreciate our wonderful County Government that  provides us with 
services to create a safe and enjoyable life.  We are truly blessed with one of the best 
places to live in the country if not the world.  
      As a resident of Tulip Hills for the last 39 years (we have owned two separate 
homes in that time span) we appreciate the County responding to our request to 
have a sidewalk and bike path along Goldsboro Road.  The  times that I have walked 
that area I have felt very unsafe.  There are only small areas to walk and you need to 
switch sides of the road to avoid blind spots for oncoming cars.  Until my children 
were in their teens I did not want then traversing that stretch of road and even at 
that age discouraged it.  
    My husband and I have studied the three extensive plans that you have proposed.  
We support plan number 2 because it appears to be the safest proposal and it effects 
Minnehaha Creek the least.  Having lived above this creek for 22 years I can attest to 
its violence during a heavy rain storm.  Once there were cars floating down 
Goldsboro Road because of the overflow.  The two properties on the east side of me 
had to build expensive gabion walls to prevent heavy erosion.  Our house at 6856 
Tulip Hill Terrace was previously owned by the New Zealand Embassy and they built a 
gabion wall.  Former Senator Sam Nunn lived to the west of us and their very high 
wall which backed up to their swimming pool began eroding fast.  After much back 
and forth with the county and the state one of those jurisdictions paid for a gabion 
wall to be built.    
   The Minnehaha Creek is part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and needs to be 
protected.  When the creek was altered once that resulted in huge torrents of water 
collapsing the Glen Echo parking lot and cars ending up in the Potomac River.   As 
home owners who have the Creek on our property we are urged by the county and 
state to plant trees and do all we can to protect the fragile environment of the creek 
bed. I noticed once that people were dumping trash, furniture, and branches in the 
creek and the State put up a no dumping sign at my request.  We have also planted 
extensive bamboo to keep the erosion of the area at a minimum. 
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   Thank you for making it possible for us to give you our input and our history of 
living in this area.  I would be more than happy to discuss any issues with you or any 
County officials. 
    Sincerely, 
                Tina Manatos 
                6856 Tulip Hill Terrace 
                Bethesda, MD 20816 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Michael Hering [mailto:mghering1@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 3:20 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Comments on Goldsboro Road 
 
Mr. Hwang: 
 
Please see the attached comments. 
 
Also, can you please put me on your mailing list for future bicycle and pedestrian projects?  I would 
have come to the public meeting, but I did not find out about it until after it had happened. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Michael Hering 



Michael G. Hering 

5212 Nahant Street 

Bethesda, MD  20816 

 

January 3, 2014 

 

Greg Hwang 

Project Manager 

Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

100 Edison Park Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20878 

 

Dear Mr. Hwang: 

 

I am a ten year resident of the Glen Mar Park neighborhood, which is just up the hill from Goldsboro 

Road, and I am writing to comment on the Goldsboro Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Project.   

 

I am absolutely in favor of improving facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists on Goldsboro, and 

throughout Maryland.  However I think it is important to recognize the different needs of different users 

of our public ways.  In particular, too often traffic engineers designate sidewalks or side-paths for use by 

both pedestrians and cyclists, which is generally inadequate and inappropriate.  I urge you to include 

facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists in your final plan, but I urge you to include separate 

accommodations.  Specifically, there should be sidewalks along Goldsboro for use by pedestrians, and 

there should be appropriate on-road facilities for cyclists, such as wide shoulders.  There should also be 

well-engineered crosswalks, and appropriate signage which signals to motorists the rights of cyclists to 

use the roadway, and the responsibility of motorists to pass only when it can be done safely.   

 

Ours is a family of four, with children at both Pyle Middle School and Whitman High School.  My wife 

and I both commute by bicycle to downtown D.C. by way of the Capital Crescent Trail (“CCT”), and we 

sometimes run errands around Bethesda by bicycle, and ride throughout Montgomery County for 

recreation.  Our children also ride bikes for fun and, though they take the bus to school, they sometimes 

walk home from school or after-school events, or to a friend’s house.  We utilize public transportation, 

such as the Ride-On, and we own cars, and drive them throughout the County.  In short, we take 

advantage of all means of transport available to us.   

 

The CCT, which is a converted railway, is a wonderful facility.  However, it is not a side-path (it does not 

run directly adjacent to a roadway), it has very limited grade crossings, and it is not without conflict 

between cyclists and pedestrians – particularly on busy summer days, and near downtown Bethesda.  

Such a facility serves an important purpose, but multi-use paths are not always the best answer.  Multi-

use paths are generally not appropriate for fast recreational cyclists (like those pictured in your 

November notice), and they are usually a poor choice when positioned next to a roadway (i.e. a side-

path).  In fact, side-paths can actually increase the risk to cyclists (see, e.g. the discussion of risks here:  



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Segregated_cycle_facilities ).  Multi-use facilities almost always increase 

the level of conflict between pedestrians and cyclists, and the very presence of a side-path can increase 

conflict between cyclists who choose to use the roadway and motorists who are irritated that cyclists 

are not where the motorist thinks they should be – off the roadway and on the side-path.   

 

Likewise, side-paths are usually not the best choice for pedestrians, as they are engineered in a 

compromise fashion rather than being created specifically for pedestrians, and pedestrians must 

constantly be aware that they are sharing the path with vehicles traveling much faster than they, 

keeping a short leash on pets, and a close eye on young children.  

 

The best choice on Goldsboro for both cyclists and pedestrians is to create separate accommodations.  

Proper sidewalks should be created for pedestrians (which could be utilized by young children on bikes, 

or novice adult cyclists who are wary of the roadway), and on-road accommodations should be created 

for cyclists.  The best road design for cyclists varies according to conditions but, at a minimum, the 

roadway should have adequate width to maintain a consistent, wide shoulder for its entire length.  

Adequate roadway width is crucial to minimizing conflicts between motorists and cyclists, and in 

preserving the safety of all roadway users.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on your project.  I look forward to participating in 

the next phase. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael G. Hering     
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Robins, Roni [mailto:Roni.Robins@dwoskin.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 4:24 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Cc: 'John Hocker' 
Subject: Goldsboro Road-Bike & Pedestrian Facility Planning Study Phase I-Comments from the Goldsboro 
HOA 
 
Dear Greg, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on behalf of the Goldsboro Homeowners Association.  Please see 
attached letter.  We enthusiastically support the project and look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roni Robins 



 
 
            January 3, 2013 
 
 
 
 
By Email 
Mr. Greg Hwang, 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
Division of Transportation Engineering 
100 Edison Park Drive, 4th Floor 
Gaithersburg, MD  20878 
 
Re:  Goldsboro Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Facility Planning Study‐Phase I 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang: 
 
I  am  writing  you  on  behalf  of  the  Goldsboro  Homeowners  Association  (GHA).   We  enthusiastically 
support  the  county’s  moving  forward  with  the  planning  effort  for  both  bicycle  and  pedestrian 
improvements  along Goldsboro  Road.   We  strongly  believe  that  the  project  not  only  has  significant 
recreational benefits and will hopefully mitigate traffic a bit but that it will also serve to strengthen ties 
between  the  various neighborhoods  along  the  road by providing opportunities  to meet  and  connect 
with each other, strengthening our overall sense of belong to the broader community. 
 
We offer the following comments on Phase I of the project for your consideration: 
 

1.  Goldsboro Road  is a dangerous curvy road with several blind spots.   Vehicles typically exceed 
the speed limit.  Accordingly, GHA supports the alternative that provides the best separation of 
motor vehicles from cyclists and pedestrians—Alternative 3.   It is important not only to create a 
safe environment, but also to foster a “perception” of safety.  Therefore, we suggest the county 
move  forward with an alternative, that meets the  following minimum width standards  for the 
various  facility components— a bike  lane of 5.0‐5.5  feet on each side of  the road  , a   planted 
tree/shrub  buffer  area  of  6.5‐8  feet  between  the  curb  and  the  sidewalk  and  a  pedestrian 
sidewalk  (or  asphalt  trail)  of  5.5‐6  feet.    The  importance  of  separating  the  pedestrian  from 
moving traffic by adequate facility widths cannot be understated.  Pedestrian activated signals, 
crosswalks and associate signage should also be integrated into the plans. 
 

2. GHA prefers that a pedestrian facility be located on both sides of the road.  If that cannot occur 
due to costs or right of way constraints, then GHA prefers that the pedestrian facility be located 
on its side of the road.  Should it be determined that it is only feasible to build a sidewalk on one 
side of the road,  it  is  imperative that the sidewalk be as continuous as possible on the chosen 
side of the road.   Multiple crossings along Goldsboro Road would not only be very dangerous, 
but  it would  also  be  a  strong  disincentive  for  pedestrians  to  consider  using  the  facility.      If 
sidewalks are only provided on one  side,  it would be especially  critical  to provide pedestrian 
activated  signals,  crosswalks and associate  signage  to permit pedestrians  to  safely access  the 
facility from the side of the road that does not have such facility. 
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3. The  facility  planning  process  for  this  project  should  be  expanded  to  ensure  adequate 

connections  to  nearby  destinations  such  as Glen  Echo  Park,  the Glen  Echo  Shopping  Center, 
River  Road  as  a  connection  to  the  Crescent  Trail,  and  eventually  improvements  along  the 
portion of GoldsboroRoad that connections to Bradley Boulevard and other bicycle and facilities 
providing access to Bethesda’s commercial center and metro station. 

 
We appreciate  the opportunity  to comment on Phase  I of  this project.   Please  let us know  if we may 
provide additional assistance.   Please feel free to contact John Hocker, President of the GHA Board, at 
bj.hocker@verizon.net or 301‐263‐2958 or me, Roni Robins, at  roni.robins@dwoskin.com or 703‐277‐
3485 (day) or 301‐229‐1487. 
 
Thank you. 
 
            Sincerely, 
 

            Roni Robins 
 
            Roni Robins for  
            Goldsboro Homeowners Association 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Emily Rogers [mailto:erogers@glenechopark.org]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 4:37 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Re: Goldsboro Rd Bicycle/Pedestrian Improvements 
 
Mr. Hwang, 
 
Attached please find comments from the Glen Echo Park Partnership regarding this project. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Best, 
Emily 
 
  
Emily Mah Rogers 
Site Operations Manager 
Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts & Culture, Inc. 
7300 MacArthur Boulevard 
Glen Echo, MD 20812 
 
phone: 301.634.2224 
fax: 301.634.2260 
 
www.glenechopark.org 
 

 
 

Featured in the 2011/2012 Catalogue for Philanthropy. 
"One of the best small charities in the Greater Washington region." 



Goldsboro Bike Lane and Sidewalk Project 
Written response from Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture 
 
Overall, the Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture supports the proposed 
Bike Lane and Sidewalk Project for Goldsboro Rd. 
 

• Many residents in surrounding neighborhoods walk to Glen Echo Park – 
improved sidewalks would make their trip to the Park and back much safer.  

• Many students, dancers, employees and other users of the Park also take 
public transportation to travel to and from the Park.  Sidewalks would be a 
much safer way for them to wait for the bus, and get to and from the bus 
stop. 

• The Goldsboro Rd/MacArthur Blvd intersection can be a confusing 
intersection for drivers and pedestrians. When walking from the park to the 
bus stop and/or shopping center on the other side of the road, there is no 
clear or easy way to do so safely. By adding well‐marked crosswalks and 
sidewalks, this should vastly improve the traffic and pedestrian patterns in 
this unusual intersection. 

 
The Partnership does request that construction scheduling for the Goldsboro 
Rd/MacArthur Blvd intersection take into consideration the high traffic days and 
times for Glen Echo Park. Having construction during the times and days when we 
expect a large volume of cars coming to and from the Park (weekends, festival days, 
camps, large planned events, etc.) will increase traffic backups on these roads. 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: phyllis.o.meyers@verizon.net [mailto:phyllis.o.meyers@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 5:00 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road bike and pedestrian paths 
 
 I have lived in Tulip Hill for fifty years, and my backyard borders Minnehaha Creek.  Many years ago we had a gabion wall 
built  on the bank to prevent further erosion from the rushing waters after heavy rains.  There also have been incidents 
where the creek has provided protection from incidents along Goldsboro Road.  I attended the meeting at Walt Whitman 
High School and compared the various proposals for paths along Goldsboro, and I believe that option No. 2 would be the 
best.  The road between Mass. Ave. and Glen Echo is narrow and has many curves;so I think No. 2 would best serve the 
community.  I also hear and see many cars, trucks, and emergency vehicles speed along Goldsboro Road; so I think 
safety should be the primary concern.  My name is Phyllis Meyers, and my address is 6860 Tulip Hill Terrace,  Bethesda, 
MD  20816.  Thank you in advance for your consideration of this matter. 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Scott Wilets [mailto:sewilets@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 10:52 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro Road Comments 
 

January 3, 2014 

  

Greg Hwang 

Project Manager 

Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

100 Edison Park Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20878 

  

Dear Mr. Hwang: 

I am a seven year resident of the Carderock Spring neighborhood and frequently cycle and drive on 
Goldsboro Road. I am writing to comment on the Goldsboro Road Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvement Project that I caught the tail end of your presentation of last December 4, 2013.   

It is extremely important to improve facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists on Goldsboro, as well 
as throughout the County. They key to understanding the peaceful coexistence of various modes of 
transportation is by recognizing the different needs of various users of our public ways.  Too often 
we've had new roadways engineered with designated sidewalks or side-paths for use by both 
pedestrians and cyclists, which is generally inadequate and inappropriate.  I urge you to include 
facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists in your final plan, but include them as separate 
accommodations.  Specifically, there should be sidewalks along Goldsboro for use by pedestrians, 
and there should be appropriate on-road facilities for cyclists, such as 5' minimum wide shoulders.  
There should also be well-engineered crosswalks, and appropriate signage which signals to motorists 
the rights of cyclists to use the roadway, and the responsibility of motorists to pass only when it can 
be done safely.  

Multi-use paths are generally not appropriate for fast recreational cyclists, and are usually a poor 
choice when positioned next to a roadway (i.e. a side-path).  In fact, side-paths can actually increase 
the risk to cyclists since they raise the the level of conflict between pedestrians and cyclists. Note 
that the very presence of a side-path can increase conflict between cyclists who choose to use the 
roadway and motorists who are irritated that cyclists are not where the motorist believes they should 
be – off the roadway and on the side-path.  
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Likewise, side-paths are usually not the best choice for pedestrians since they are engineered in a 
compromise fashion rather than being created specifically for pedestrians, and pedestrians must 
constantly be aware that they are sharing the path with vehicles traveling much faster than they, 
while walking pets or monitoring young children. Joggers who spontaneously change direction or 
pedestrians who Text or are otherwise distracted are a serious hazard to hard charging cyclist.  

In my opinion the best choice for Goldsboro is to create separate accommodations for both cyclists 
and pedestrians. Sidewalks designed for pedestrians or young & novice cyclists uncomfortable riding 
on the roadway, and on-road accommodations designed for cyclists.  The best road design for 
cyclists should have an adequate and consistent width and a seamless shoulder (not divided) for its 
entire length.    

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on your project.  I look forward to participating 
in the next phase. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Wilets 

WILETS ARCHITECTURE  
Scott E. Wilets, AIA  
8009 Hamilton Spring Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
sewilets@verizon.net 
301.980.4823 mobile 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Kathleen [mailto:kathleen.mcbride@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, January 18, 2014 7:03 PM 
To: Hwang, Gwo‐Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: Goldsboro rd 
 
Hello Mr. Hwang 
 
I know that the comment period for The Goldsboro road sidewalk project is over but I 
was wondering if any decisions had been made? I am really hoping that the option 
with protected sidewalks on either side is chosen. If that plus a light at the 
pedestrian bridge over to wood acres is done then my 3 children could actually walk 
to school. You would then happily have one less commuter on Goldsboro! 
 
Thanks for your work on this, 
 
‐Kathleen McBride 
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Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg)

From: Teresa Jones [mailto:tlzjones76@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 8:23 AM 
To: Hwang, Gwo-Ruey (Greg) 
Subject: support for Goldsboro and Bradley Bike paths 
 
Dear Mr. Hwang, 
As an avid biker and Bethesda resident, I am writing in support of the two proposed bike paths - on 
Goldsboro Rd. from Bradley Blvd. to Clara Barton and on Bradley Blvd starting at Goldsboro Rd.  
Given the number of bikers I see on these roads, I think the bike paths would be well-used and 
appreciated.  At this point, the traffic is too daunting for me on Bradley Blvd, so I have to drive to 
Capital Crescent trail.  I hope that these projects will move forward to completion. 
Best wishes, 
Teresa Jones 
6913 Granby St. 
Bethesda, MD   20817 
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