
Goshen Road Improvement Project – Typical Section 
 
The planning phase (Facility Planning Phase 1) investigated various 
alternatives for this project, varying from no improvement (No Build 
Option), to widening to four lanes with the potential to widen in the 
future to six lanes (Alternative 6) within a 120-foot R.OW.  See Figure 
1 below for Planning Phase alternatives.  Please note that the right-
of-way (R.O.W.) width noted for any alternate is the MINIMUM.   



 

Figure 1. Planning Phase I alternatives 



 
 
The chosen alternative, Alternative 8, proposed a four-lane improvement within 
a minimum R.O.W. of 100 feet.  This alternative was approved by the County 
Council in 2004. The Typical Section illustration for Alternative 8 with a 
description from the Project Prospectus is shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3 
below.  Figure 4 shows a copy of the Council Approval Letter of Alternative 8.  
The width of the median was proposed to be a minimum of 16 feet with a width 
of 24 feet at un-signalized intersections. 



 

 
 Figure 2. Typical Section of Alternative 8 

 



 Figure 3. Excerpt From Project Prospectus 



 
Figure 4. County Council Approval Letter for Goshen Road  



 
After the completion of Facility Planning Phase I and subsequent approval of the 
recommended alternative by the County Council, the County’s Road Code was revised 
(named Context Sensitive Standards).  Therefore, the geometric design for this and 
other projects must now comply with a new set of road design standards.  The 
Preliminary Design for this project proposed a typical section within a typical R.O.W. 
width of 107 feet.  The design calls for a uniform 18-feet wide median (even at un-
signalized intersections).  This narrower median reduces impacts to properties yet still 
meets some very essential design requirements, namely: the turn lanes are carved out 
of the median and are 12-feet wide, leaving a 6-foot wide median as a refuge for 
pedestrians and cyclists crossing the road.  Also, the 18-foot wide median provides just 
enough space for a vehicle making a left turn out of a side road to complete the turn 
movement in two stages, if necessary (by waiting in the “median” area).   
  
Based on the concerns of some citizens who attended the Preliminary Design Public 
Information Meeting for this project, the width of the typical section has been further 
narrowed to 103 feet by reducing the width of the back panels from five feet to three 
feet.  See Figure 5 below for a copy of the typical section that will be used in Final 
Design phase (if and when funding is received to proceed to Final Design).  This 
proposed design is consistent with the Planning Phase-recommended typical section 
as well as the new Road Code standards.  This design is necessary and appropriate to 
meet the geometric, safety, landscaping and other design objectives of this project, 
with minimized impacts to adjacent properties. Please note that while the R.O.W. will 
be wider at intersections (to provide the necessary turn lanes), at certain locations, the 
R.O.W. will be narrower than 100 feet so as to avoid impact to environmentally 
sensitive features, such as the Goshen Elm tree. 
 
 



 

Figure 5. Proposed Typical Section For Final Design 


