
Benjamin and Michele Oshman
4803 Bayard Blvd, Bethesda, MD 20816
317-753-6714 | ben.oshman@gmail.com

4/3/2022

Mr. Eric Willis, Section Chief
Division of Transportation Engineering – Property Acquisition
100 Edison Park, 4th Floor
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Re: Application to abandon a portion of a public alley

Dear Mr. Willis:

I (Benjamin Oshman), and my wife (Michele M. Oshman) are the owners of the property located 
at 4803 Bayard Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20816, known as Block L, Lots 40 and 41 in the 
Crestview subdivision described in Quitclaim Deed attached as Attachment A.

Pursuant to sections 49-62 through 49-63 of the Montgomery County Code, we request the 
abandonment of a 301 square foot portion of a 15 foot wide alley which runs behind the property 
and is described on the Survey attached as Attachment B (and original enclosed with this letter).

According to Section 49-63(c)(1), a right-of-way may be abandoned if the County Council “finds 
the right-of-way is no longer necessary for present public use or anticipated public use in the 
future.”

The Alley was first shown on a plat of subdivision entitled “Crestview” recorded in the County 
land records at Plat Book 3, Page 213 and attached as Attachment C. It runs behind two rows of 
homes constructed along Bayard Boulevard and Crescent Street and is bounded by Berkley 
Street on the West and Earlston Drive on the East.

On September 14, 1974, the Council adopted Resolution 8-1019, abandoning the portion of the 
alley located behind lots 34 and 35 and lots 9 and 10. It is unclear from the language of the 
resolution if any further portion of the alley was abandoned. However, since the resolution was 
adopted, multiple minor resubdivisions (including for Lot 47 which is located further down the 
block from our house) have been permitted to incorporate a portion of the alley into adjacent 
lots, apparently without any subsequent Council resolutions. However, because the resolution is 
unclear in its scope, we are requesting this abandonment. (A tax map showing Lot 47 is shown 
on Attachment D).



There is no ongoing public use of the portion of the alley which we seek to abandon, and no 
public use is anticipated in the future. The alley is no longer useable as a thru-way due to the 
aforementioned abandonment and resubdivisions, and the portion that has not been incorporated 
into adjacent lots has become largely overgrown with vegetation due to lack of attention over 
many years. Multiple lot owners have constructed fences directly along what was the midline of 
the alley.

The only existing use of any part of the alley is by the owner of Lot 23 located at the end of the 
alley at the corner of Bayard Boulevard and Earlston Drive (Attachment D). The Lot 23 owner 
uses the alley to directly access a driveway behind his home from Earlston Drive. The 
abandonment which we seek will have no effect on this use.

Since there is no public use of the portion of the alley which we seek to abandon (or of the Alley 
as a whole, except for the end of the Alley use by the owner of Lot 23 discussed above) and none 
is anticipated in the future, we ask that the portion of the alley discussed here be abandoned by 
Council resolution. We request that notice be provided to the list of adjoining property owners on 
the alley and civic associations and a hearing on the abandonment be scheduled as soon as 
practical within the notice and posting requirements of the Code.

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions the County may have and we look 
forward to working with the County through the abandonment process.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Oshman
4803 Bayard Blvd
Bethesda, MD 20816
317-753-6714
ben.oshman@gmail.com

CC Mr. Christopher Conklin
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Attachment D
This was taken from an earlier abandonment petition (AB743) as the current available tax map does not show 
the alley.
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