[image: ]          Friends of White Oak Minutes
May 13, 2020
7:00 to 8:30pm
Online via Zoom


· Members present were Kim, Elisse, Shane, Dave, Rachael, Shana, Rob, Brian, Barry, and Pete (staff). Ken had connection issues. Fatmata, Chris, and Bruce were necessarily absent.

· Elisse and Dave welcomed everyone.

· General Updates - Comments
· Pete brought up the FOWO marketing-placemaking budget ask of $50K. The funds requested by the County Executive were left out of the FY21 Budget. Staff are looking back at what may have happened and how to fix it. Rachael noted Council Member Tom Hucker is holding weekly Town Halls on Mondays. Barry volunteered to talk to Tom if Pete gets him supporting documents for the budget ask. 
· Shane gave an update on the Hillandale Gateway project. He expressed frustration at the difficulty in navigating the entitlement process in Montgomery County.  The project is targeting Zero Net Energy for one of the residential buildings.  Shane hopes they will be able to generate about a megawatt of solar energy.  The project also plans to incorporate many electric vehicle charging stations. They hope to be on the Planning Board's agenda again by the end of the summer for Site Plan Approval.
· Dave touched on marketing efforts in general. There is a program in Minneapolis where college students collaborate on community projects. FOWO might consider looking at University of MD for student resources. Dave will supply more information.
· Kim suggested the Do Good Institute Good Institute housed in the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland. It is an immersion program to address significant social issues through hands-on learning opportunities.
· Shana discussed the crime reports we received from Lt. Bruce and the Commander. FOWO agreed we need a positive press story – Pete will work with the County’s Public Information Office to highlight the good things in White Oak. Suggestions were any new development and new retail coming as well as the progress community wise we have made.
· Elisse reported on the County’s proposal for a 12th voting poll. For now, the initiative is not viable due to politics and funding. It may come back next year.
· Shana explained her concern for a rumor the New Hampshire Avenue BRT line has been placed on the back burner to help fund a White Flint project. Brian noted the Council is not having committee meetings and Executive Elrich recommended the NH BRT in the Budget. Pete is to investigate this with Transportation and the Planning Board as it was also news to him. If this is true, Pete is to draft a letter from FOWO to the County Council.
· Shane requested a letter be drafted from FOWO to the Council and Transportation about the delay in the release of the LATIP study which is critical to White Oak.
· Dave discussed the incorporating of FOWO. There are positives and negatives to partnering with the Chamber including conflicts with dual “asks” funding wise. Dave will talk to Amy Ginsburg of Friends of White Flint. 
· Shana and Brian talked about the new Chase Bank coming to the White Oak Shopping Center in the Boston Market spot (many Boston Markets are closing).

· From the Public – The meeting was not made public because of online issues with the website and access for Pete. So, there were no comments. FOWO is not an official County committee but prefers to have their meetings public and typically follows Robert’s Rules and the Open Meetings Act.

· Adjourn (8:55)
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