
Silver Spring Fire Department - Today marks the 25th anniversary of the Silver  Spring 
Marc/Amtrak train collision. On a snowy winter evening, Marc #286  collided with 
Amtrak #29 near the 16th Street

MCFRS SPECIAL OPERATIONS: 5-MINUTE DRILL

February 16, 1996

Click Image for Hyperlink Video

February 16 marks the 30th anniversary of the deadliest rail incident in Montgomery County history, an event 
that claimed the lives of 11 passengers.
Responders were confronted with a two-train collision under severe winter conditions, including snow and 
temperatures in the 20s. At least one passenger car was fully engulfed in fire, with occupants trapped inside, 
and access to multiple railcars was extremely limited. Compounding the hazards, additional trains were 
dispatched to assist but were initially mistaken for incoming trains unaware of the incident, forcing 
emergency personnel to temporarily evacuate the scene amid concerns for responder safety.

Resource Hyperlinks
NTSB Rail Accident Report
Heavy Rail IRP
Heavy Rail Access Points
Rail Google Map
Rail Liaison Officer Roster 

Please review the following questions with your crew:

Are you familiar with the Rail Incident Response Plan (IRP) and the initial actions for a rail incident?

Are you familiar with the heavy rail roadway locations and access points in your response area?

Are you familiar with the hazards associated with locomotives and passenger rail cars?

Are you familiar with accessing passenger rail cars, including emergency entry considerations?

Are you familiar with how to operate as a Remote Lookout Unit?

Are you familiar with the milepost numbering system along the rail roadway?

Are you familiar with fire extinguishment options for trains located in remote or limited-access areas?

Are you familiar with patient triage, including managing triage, treatment, and transport functions during a MCI?

https://youtu.be/7DrDGMwTaQ0?si=WPCaIfKrkIj4dkig
https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/RAR9702.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/frs-ql/resources/files/swsj/policyprocedures/admin/IRP_Appendix_L_2020.pdf
https://mcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/a_railofficers/IQBeiYv7WBhvSLyMCBJPOFF4ASMY7ZEgqOqcYxNRvBQj14s?e=WydtCl
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1rEG9uY7B3pCvhJcGZ2TlJpUhiH4&ll=39.006427719740245%2C-77.09595711486814&z=13
https://mcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/a_railofficers/Shared%20Documents/5%20Minute%20Rail%20Drill%20Rail%20Officers%20%20Revised%201-20-26.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=6hzkWE
https://mcgov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/a_railofficers/Shared%20Documents/5%20Minute%20Rail%20Drill%20Rail%20Officers%20%20Revised%201-20-26.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=6hzkWE
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