Administrative Procedure 21-01 Dated May 13, 1982
Montgomery County Fire/Rescue Commission

Department of Fire and Rescue Services

Duty EMS Officer’s Response
Purpose

1.0
This establishes the policy and procedures governing the duty EMS officer responding on emergency incidents.

Definitions
2.0 Duty EMS Officer-The Department of Fire and Rescue Services staff member scheduled to provide field support and to respond to incidents for a given period of time.

Policy

3.0
The EMS section of the Department of Fire and Rescue Services shall have an officer assigned on a 24-hour a day, 7 days a week basis, to serve as duty EMS officer.

3.1 
The Duty EMS Officer shall respond to incidents in order to


-Provide assistance during critical emergency care incidents


-Evaluate field performance of paramedics

-Oversee adherence to medical protocols at emergency care incidents of a complex nature.

Responsibility


4.0
EOC shall notify the duty EMS Officer on the following incidents:


-PIA with person(s) trapped


-Multi-casualty PIA with report of potential severe injuries


-Aircraft accidents


-Hazardous materials incidents


-Second alarm or greater fires

-Any unusual incidents which may involve multiple, severely ill, or injured patients, or a potential life safety hazard.

4.1
If the duty EMS Officer cannot be reached, EOC shall notify the EMS Lieutenant 

or Captain of the incident.

Procedure
5.0
The EMS Officer shall respond


5.0.1
When the EMS officer is the closest emergency vehicle to an incident.

5.0.2
At the request of the officer in charge or paramedic in charge at the scene of an accident.

5.0.3
When within a 15 minute response of the following:

-PIA with person(s) trapped


-Multi-casualty incidents


-Small aircraft accidents


-Any unusual rescue or critical care call

5.0.4
To the following incidents in Montgomery County


-Major aircraft/transportation accidents*


-Hazardous materials incidents*


-Second alarm or greater fires


-PIA and rescue incidents with persons trapped with report of lengthy extrication


-Prolonged incidents where life safety hazard exists


-Prolonged incidents with multi casualties


*Duty EMS officer will respond outside Montgomery County on these incidents if Montgomery County Advanced Life Support Units are dispatched as mutual aid.

5.1
When arriving on the scene of an incident, the EMS officer shall report to the officer in charge and offer assistance. If none is requested, the EMS officer shall notify the paramedic of his/her presence and offer assistance. If the paramedic does not require assistance with management of the patient care, the EMS Officer shall perform a field evaluation of the paramedic(s) involved.
