
 

 
 

Natural Gas Explosion 
Montgomery Village Center 

19211 Watkins Mill Road 
June 16, 1993 

Box 8-4 
 

7 Firefighters and 
2 WGL Employees Injured 



 

 
 
 
 
The pages that follow along with accompanying video and photos are the core of 
an after action report following a natural gas explosion at Montgomery Village 
Center on June 15/16, 1993. 
 
The documentation herein is not all inclusive.  Investigative documents that 
support finding and recommendations were equivalent to two three-inch binders.  
We did find that some unit reports were missing.  Some of what you find is a 
sample.  For example, you may only see one page each of the SCBA inspection, 
gear inspection, and station safety inspection. 
 
Many firefighters were injured.  The details of their injuries are not disclosed – 
nor will you find EMS reports in this document.  The entire paper report has been 
archived with the Operations Division. 
 
Through technology, we were able to capture still photos, convert a VHS tape to 
digital format, and scan original documents to pdf for easy distribution.  As you 
browse through this information, you should easily be able to recognize current 
practices in our system that came from the recommendations. 
 
Special thanks to Firefighter Elizabeth Marshall who discovered the box left by 
Roger Strock in a closet at Station 8.  She organized and cataloged the 
information.  I also want to thank Master Firefighter Dave Galt (Digital Guru) who 
converted the video and still photographs to digital format. 
 
Read and Learn 
 
Battalion Chief Barry C. Reid 
May 18, 2007  
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