Climate Change Non-Departmental Account
Monthly Reporting

In May 2020, County Council approved reporting language in its Operating Budget
miscellaneous provisions of Resolution 19-472 with regards to the Climate Change NDA:
This resolution appropriates $400,000 to the Climate Change Planning NonDepartmental Account (NDA). Funds in this NDA must be used for the prioritization of
greenhouse gas reduction strategies, developing an implementation plan to meet the
County’s goal of an 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2027 and a 100
percent reduction by 2035, and to develop climate change adaptation strategies. Only
after the previously described work is completed may funds be used for other climate
change-related initiatives. The Executive must transmit within 15 days after the end of a
month a report on the previous month’s expenditures from this account.
In accordance with the resolution, the Executive hereby transmits the monthly report for April
2021.
FY21 Climate Change NDA expenditures reporting:
(includes expenditures incurred or committed through 4/30/21):
Expenditure Description

Amount Expended
or Committed

Resilience Ambassador pilot and listening sessions (resilience surveys to
inform the climate plan and operating expenses)
Climate planning outreach and communications

$5,588.26

Building Energy Performance Standard planning

$94,663.00

Building codes planning
Fleet transition planning
Sustainable economic development report
Temporary clerical services
Electric vehicle charger wayfinding

$55,641.60

$1,000.00
$127,302.00
$10,760.00
$35,000.00
$4,937.50
Total: $334,892.36

April 2021 highlights:
•

Climate Planning update: The climate team received over 500 pages of public comments
on the Draft Climate Action Plan. Review of public comments is underway. The final
CAP is anticipated to be released in June. (Note that the CAP is funded with FY20
Climate Change NDA funds).

•

Building Energy Performance Standards: The County Executive transmitted the Building
Energy Performance Standard (BEPS) bill to Council. BEPS will require owners of the
largest and most energy-consuming buildings to improve their buildings’ energy
performance. Through following requirements and using accompanying tools to enable
buildings improve their energy efficiency, owners will help reduce the climate impacts of
their buildings. Among the actions they will be encouraged to take will be deep energy
retrofits, operational improvements and tenant engagement. Building energy performance
standards will directly reduce the County’s greenhouse gas emissions from the existing
built environment and get the County one step closer to its goal of eliminating
greenhouse gas emissions by 2035.

•

Art contest winners announced: Thirteen winners of the Climate Change Art Contest
were announced. The contest encouraged community members of all ages to use artistic
forms of expression to show the connections between climate change and our daily lives.
The winning entries will be featured on the pages of the County’s Climate Action Plan.
Nearly 200 entries were received, in a variety of artistic forms, including paintings,
drawings, sculpture, digital art and spoken word.

•

Earth Day event highlights actions to combat climate change: The County Executive and
County Council President participated in an Earth Day event to highlight actions the
County is taking to combat climate change. The County Executive unveiled his climate
legislative agenda for the upcoming year and discussed the County’s climate
accomplishments and initiatives at an event in Silver Spring that was part of the County’s
celebration of the 51st anniversary of Earth Day. The Earth Day event was held at the
Glen Manor Condominium in Silver Spring. With support from the Montgomery County
Green Bank, Glen Manor Condominium implemented energy efficiency upgrades that are
reducing operating costs and greenhouse gas emissions.
County Executive Elrich used the occasion to provide an overview of the County’s longstanding efforts to combat climate change and highlighted major climate legislative and
regulatory policies that the Elrich Administration has transmitted to Council for adoption.
Those pieces of legislation include the Building Energy Performance Standard bill and
the 2018 International Green Construction Codes. The County Executive also provided a

look ahead to additional legislative and regulatory actions he has planned for
the upcoming year as part of his efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support
climate resilience.
Current Montgomery County climate initiatives include:
•
•

•

•

•

•

The Building Energy Performance Standard bill, described above.
The proposed 2018 International Green Construction Code (IgCC), which has also
been transmitted to Council, sets more stringent requirements for new commercial
construction projects and major building additions, including energy efficiency
improvements, onsite energy generation and improved indoor air quality. The 2018
IgCC will apply in the County to all commercial construction and additions of 5,000
square feet and greater. The code requirements provide improved scope and
stringency over the 2012 IgCC, which is currently in effect in the County. Adoption
of the 2018 IgCC will help the County toward net-zero buildings.
With the support of the County Executive and County Council, the Maryland General
Assembly passed House Bill 768—Montgomery County – Community Choice
Energy – Pilot Program— during the 2021 General Assembly Session that will give
Montgomery County the authority to implement an opt-out Community Choice
Energy (CCE) program. The bill will provide an opportunity for the County to
purchase energy on behalf of residential and small commercial electricity customers.
Maryland is only the ninth state in the nation to pass CCE legislation. CCE will
enable the County to offer more renewable energy supply to customers than is
currently provided by the three electric utilities serving the County. At the same time,
it has the potential to deliver price stability and cost savings to residents and small
businesses. Opt-out CCE is one of the actions identified in the County’s Draft
Climate Action Plan as a tool to significantly reduce the County’s electricity-related
emissions.
Montgomery County was the first county in the nation to adopt a Building Energy
Benchmarking Law. Benchmarking leads to a better understanding of energy trends
and performance among building owners and managers and has resulted in energy
savings of roughly 2 percent per year in consistently benchmarked facilities.
In order to provide community solar power for low- and moderate-income residents
lowering their utility bills, Montgomery County has installed 7.6 megawatts of solar
power installed on its government facilities and an additional 6-megawatt installation
is underway at the closed Oaks landfill site.
Montgomery County partners with Solar United Neighbors to offer a solar
cooperative to bring down the cost for residents to install solar on their roofs and
electric vehicle (EV) charging stations.

•

•

•

•

•
•

The County is moving its entire government fleet to electric and zero emission
vehicles. Four electric Ride On buses are already in circulation and ten more are on
the way. The County is also pilot testing an EV police vehicle, the Mach-E.
To help people get out of their cars and use more public transit, in 2020 the County
opened the first Flash bus route on US 29, and two more routes are in the works on
Veirs Mill and Rockville Pike/355. Montgomery County Public Schools recently
signed an agreement to lease over 300 electric school buses.
The County has added more EV charging stations and launched a pilot program in
residential neighborhoods that allows residents to site charging stations in the rightof-way if they do not have off-street alternatives for siting chargers.
To make it easier for people to walk, bike and scooter, the County is building an
extensive network of bikeway facilities, including protected bike lanes, and continue
to install sidewalks. There is an e-bike and e-scooter “micromobility” pilot program
underway as well.
Continuation and expansion of government employee teleworking policies to reduce
commuting and traffic congestion of Montgomery County employees.
County government staff are receiving training to work across departments for
climate solutions. The County is also engaging with the community on these efforts,
including the upcoming launch of the climate stories project to hear personal stories
about climate action.

Montgomery County climate legislative and regulatory efforts planned for the upcoming
year include:
•

•

•

•

Adopt the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code as a pathway to net-zero
residential homes in the next two code cycles. This approach is designed to allow
flexibility to home builders and establishes future market expectations that would
encourage home builders to explore innovative solutions to building new homes.
Issue regulations to implement the Transportation Demand Management law, which
expands strategies to reduce the use of single-occupant vehicles, particularly for work
trips.
Evaluate modifications to the Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (CPACE) program and introduce legislation to expand the type and size of projects
eligible for C-PACE funding. It also would include climate resiliency activities as
eligible PACE measures.
Introduce legislation to expand the role of the Green Bank to also serve as the
County’s Resilience Authority in order to help finance projects focused on addressing
the impacts of climate change, including flooding and other resilience activities.

For more information:
•
•

The Draft Climate Action Plan is available on the climate webpage:
MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/Climate
A description of the FY21 Climate Change NDA budget allocation is available at:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/Resources/Files/climate/fy21-climate-ndabudget.pdf

•

The complete list of the County’s FY21 climate initiatives is available at:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/Resources/Files/climate/fy21montgomery-county-climate-work-plan.pdf

