
Forest Conservation Advisory Committee 
Notes 

June 20, 2017 
 
ATTENDEES 
Members 

Jean Cavanaugh 
David Gill 
Moshe Landman 
Laura Miller (DEP), ex officio 
Chris Myers (DPS), ex officio 
David Myers  
Frank Parker 
Kathleen Samiy  
Doug Sievers (WSSC), ex officio 
Matthew Wessel 

Absent Members 
Carole Ann Barth 
Dan Landry  
Brett Linkletter (DPWT), ex officio 
Katherine Nelson, (M-NCPPC), ex officio  
Jeff Schwartz  
 

 
 
Minutes 
 
The Forest Conservation Advisory Committee met as scheduled on June 20, 2017. Quorum was 
not met. Minutes from the May meeting were accepted as notes. 
 
Time was allotted for member to provide updates, information, and announcements. As noted 
last month, the following events are scheduled this summer: 

• ISA’s upcoming conference in DC (http://www.isa-
arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx) 

• International Tree Climbing Contest (free, http://www.itcc-isa.com/events/itcc/itcc) 
• Montgomery County’s Heritage Days including a stop at the Izaak Walton League BCC 

Chapter in Poolesville (free, http://www.heritagemontgomery.org/events/heritage-days/) 
 
Also, the Maryland Nursery, Landscape and Greenhouse Association’s 2017 Field Day will be 
held at Ruppert Nurseries in Laytonsville 
(http://www.mnlga.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/29/2017&eventid=10).  
 
And the Maryland Native Plant Society (https://www.mdflora.org/) has events scheduled for this 
summer. 
 
The subcommittee for interviewing applicants for positions met prior to the meeting to begin 
interviews. The extra time these members gave was much appreciated. 
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The Committee is seeking a new Chair and Vice Chair! The current Chair has served for more 
than a year and would like to pass the turn onto another member. Feel free to speak with Laura 
for more details. 
 
The members continued work on amendments to the enabling legislation for the committee, as 
well as a letter to convey these recommendations to the County Executive. Laura contacted the 
BCC and reported that the next steps are to provide this draft language and letter of request to the 
County Executive. Therefore, the committee finalized the draft language for proposed 
amendments, as well as the cover letter to the County Executive. All members present agreed to 
move forward. 
 
The Committee continued to follow and reviewed the Montgomery Planning Department’s 
proposed amendments to the Forest Conservation Law.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2017, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. It will be held in the 
small conference room at the DEP offices. The Committee tentatively plans to continue the 
discussion about proposed changes to the variance procedures in the Forest Conservation Law, as 
well as check on the status of the updates to the Environmental Guidelines and Trees Technical 
Manual.  
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