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COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS


Montgomery County Human Rights Commission Statement of Condemnation of Acts of Intimidation and Threats of Violence


The Montgomery County Human Rights Commission has recently received disturbing information regarding certain activities and conduct by some of our Montgomery County residents.  For several months, a group of peaceful protesters have conducted a weekly vigil for Palestinians.  This group meets on the Falls Road bridge over I-270, where they hang flags and banners and stand on the adjacent sidewalk waving peace signs to cars as they drive by.  Unfortunately, this peaceful and lawful activity has been met with reprehensible conduct by some members of the community.  The Montgomery County Human Rights Commission has received oral and written accounts from several protesters who have experienced repeated threatening and intimidating conduct in the form of shouted slurs and threats of physical and even sexual violence. Moreover, some of the peaceful protesters have had bumper stickers supporting Palestinian rights removed from their cars, while other cars have been defaced with spray paint.
 
This abhorrent behavior and conduct by individuals who disagree with residents who are peacefully and lawfully advocating for the rights of Palestinians or any other racial, ethnic, or religious group is totally unacceptable, and must cease!  The Montgomery County Human Rights Commission has a steadfast commitment to the rights and freedom of all in our community and urges all residents who experience violations of their human rights to report these violations to human-rights.commission@montgomerycountymd.gov or by calling the Montgomery County Office of Human Rights at 240-777-8450.
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