MONTGOMERY COUNTY

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

August 28, 2023
Meeting Minutes

The monthly meeting was held on August 28, 2023, at 7 pm via Zoom platform.
Commissioners Present:  Hon. William England, Prof. Okianer Christian-Dark, Alejandro Becerra, Janice Freeman, Candace Groudine, Stephanie Mason, Suzanne Lofhjelm, and Rachel Breslin, Dr. Rahul Jindal, and Terry Vann.
Commissioners Absent: Dr. Jeremiah Floyd, Nina Weisbroth, and Dr. Suresh Gupta, 
Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, Compliance Manager Loretta Garcia, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.
Chair: 
· Called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

· Staff Liaison had the roll call.
· Chair initiated discussion on IAOHRA conference which was recently held at the Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, Bethesda, Maryland from August 13 to 17, 2023. The Montgomery County Human Rights Commission was Sponsor of the conference and Office of Human Rights hosted and organized it.
· Director James Stowe gave an overview of the conference.

· A lengthy discussion took place on this issue, and commissioners took part in it.

Director’s Report:

· Director Stowe updated on the preparation of the 2023 Friendship Picnic. The picnic will be held on Sunday, September 24, 2023, at the Wheaton Regional Park, Wheaton, Maryland.
Work Group Update:

· Gender Identity Issue:  A motion was made to the meeting as, “motion to support the proposal of the LGBTQIA+ working group to collaborate with the County Executive to develop and publicize a guide on inclusive communications among Montgomery County employees and the community.” 
· Commissioners who brought the motion and seconded will be verified. 
· The motion was passed without any opposition.

Announcements:

Director Stowe announced the following:
· A Hate Bias Community Forum will be held on September 19, 2023, at Montgomery College, Germantown Campus from 8:30 am-4:00 pm

· The 10th Montgomery County Friendship will be held on Sunday, September 24th (rescheduled date) at the Wheaton Regional Park. Director Stowe briefed commissioners at this report earlier.

Adjourned:

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.
Next Meeting:
· Next monthly meeting will be held on September 25, 2023, by Zoom.
Adjourn

· The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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