MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
November 27, 2023
Meeting Minutes
The monthly meeting was held on Monday, November 27, 2023, at 7 pm via Zoom platform.

  

Commissioners Present:  Alejandro Becerra (Acting Chair), Prof. Okianer Christian-Dark, Janice Freeman, Candace Groudine, Dr. Suresh Gupta, Suzanne Lofhjelm, and Rachel Breslin, and Dr. Rahul Jindal.
Commissioners Absent: Hon. William England, Dr. Jeremiah Floyd, Nina Weisbroth, Stephanie Mason, and Terry Vann
Guest Speaker: Jeffrey May, Community Reinvestment, Montgomery County.

Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, Compliance Manager Loretta Garcia, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.

Chair:
· Acting Chair Alejandro Becerra called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

· Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed made the roll call.

 

Approvals:

· Meeting agenda was approved by a common consent.

· Commission members approved October 22, 2023, meeting minutes after the proposal of Commissioner Janice Freeman and seconded by Commissioner Suresh Gupta. 
Retreat Planning:

· Reported by commissioners Rahul Jindal, Candace Groudine and Rachel Breslin:

· Committee members have scheduled Dec. 4 and 19 for discussion on the retreat planning.
· Retreat will focus on how to build relations with County Executive, County Council, and community leaders.

· Retreat will be held in person, and the Commission will invite County Executive and Council members to the retreat.

Discussions:

· Chair suggested to write a letter to the CE and Council members about the Commission’s concerns on the increase of antisemitism and islamophobia.
· Commissioners also suggested to invite leaders of various faith groups to the Commission meeting to discuss on the increased hates and incidents in the county.
Guest Speaker: Jeffrey May, Community Reinvestment, Montgomery County
· Introduced by Director James Stowe.

· Speaker Jaffrey May delivered presentation about updated information of the Community Reinvestment Act in Montgomery County, Maryland.

· Discussion followed presentation.
· Commissioner Rachel Breslin will engage graduate students in the future CRA projects.

Committee Reports:

· IAFHCG: No report

· Human Trafficking: Commissioner Janice Freeman reported that the Human Trafficking committee is working on how to help victims who are entering the community, and how the community accept them.

· Community Action Board: Commissioner Suresh Gupta had not no report.

· CAHV: Commissioner Rachel Breslin reported that the CAHV hosted a faith-based community forum last month. Members and leaders of the Muslim community attended the meeting and raised their concern about increasing hate and islamophobia in the county, and in the public schools.
· Commission on Disabilities: Commissioner Candace Groudine reported that there were negative impacts to the pedestrians in Silver Spring area. Commission will look into the problems since pedestrian safety is top priority of the County government.
Announcements:

· A Proclamation will be made in commemoration of Rosa Parks Day. County Public Relation Office will made a press release on December 1, 2023.
· A Proclamation will be made in observance of 75th Anniversary of the Universal Human Rights on December 10, 2023.
· A Minority Legislative Breakfast will be held on Monday December 11, 2023, from 7:00 am to 10:00 am at the North Bethesda Marriott. Tickets are on sale now, and it is $80.00 per person. 

· MLK 2024 Activities 
· An Alpha Phi Alpha 47th MLK Breakfast event will be held on January 15, 2024, from 8:00 am to 10:00 am at the North Bethesda Marriott Hotel and Conference Center. Tickets are on sale, and it is $100.00 per person. 

· There will be MLK Volunteer Day of Service at the North Bethesda Marriott Hotel from Noon-3:00 pm. The organizers are asking for volunteer ideas and volunteers.

· Montgomery County Government will host a MLK Observance and Celebration event at the Strathmore Music Center, Bethesda, Maryland from 3:30 pm-6:00 pm. This year’s theme is “Chaos or Community…Where Do We Go from Here.” It’s a Free Event. toiletries, socks, and gloves donations are appreciated.     
 Next Meeting:
· There will be no meeting held in December 2024
· Human Rights Commission’s Retreat will be held on Monday, January 29, 2024.
Adjourned:
· The meeting adjourned at 8:54 pm.
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