MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
October 23, 2023
Meeting Minutes
The monthly meeting was held on Monday, October 23, 2023, at 7 pm via Zoom platform.
  
Commissioners Present:  Hon. William England, Prof. Okianer Christian-Dark, Alejandro Becerra, Janice Freeman, Candace Groudine, Nina Weisbroth, Stephanie Mason, Dr. Suresh Gupta, Suzanne Lofhjelm, and Rachel Breslin, Dr. Rahul Jindal, and Terry Vann.
Commissioners Absent: Dr. Jeremiah Floyd. 
Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, Compliance Manager Loretta Garcia, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.
Chair: 
· Called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.
· Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed made the roll call.
 
Approvals:
· Meeting agenda was approved by a common consent.
· Commissioner Dr. Rahul Jindal brought a motion for approval of the Commission’s August 28, 2023, meeting minutes with a minor change. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Janice Freeman.
· All Commissioners voted for approval of the August 28, 2023, minutes with a minor change, and the minutes was adopted.
 
Appointment:
· Chair William England announced the appointment of Commissioner Dr. Suresh K. Gupta to the Montgomery County Community Action Board.
 
Discussion:
· Chair William England initiated a discussion on The Middle East Crisis and Its Impact on Locally. 
· Commissioners discussed the issue at length.
· Director James Stowe reported that a panel discussion on Fighting Anti-Semitism and Creating a Framework for Battling Intolerance was held on Sunday, August 15, 2023. 
· Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed attended the panel discussion on behalf of the Office of Human Rights. He reported that the panel discussion was organized by the Community United Against Hate organization. Council President Evan Glass and CAHV Chair Lisa Taylor were the panelists. US Congressman David Trone and County Executive Marc Elrich gave remarks at the event. Several County Council Members, State Senators and Delegates also attended the event. 
 
Annual Retreat:
· The Commission's annual retreat will be held in January 2024. Date and venue will be determined later.
· A Retreat Committee was formed with 5 commissioners. The committee members are Suzanne Lofhjelm, Stephanie Mason, Candace Groudine, Rachel Breslin and Dr. Rahul Jindal.
 
Director’s Report:
Director James Stowe reported on the following issues:
· Maryland Attorney General’s “Statewide Report on Hate Incidents” in Maryland.
· Central Maryland Summit: Howard, Prince George’s, Montgomery County.
· Friendship Picnic Sunday September 24, 2023, Wheaton Regional Park which was cancelled due to inclement weather.
· Council President Glass’s Initiative Against Hate.
· Historical Markers Unveiling Part of Remembrance and Reconciliation Month.
· Proposed Bill 35-23 on the Tipped Employee Minimum Wage.
· Annual report on OHR Compliance Division.
Work Reports Updates:
Gender Identity Issue  
·       Updated by Commissioner Rachel Breslin. 
IAOHRA Conference--- successfully completed.
·       Updated by Director James Stowe.
Community Reinvestment Act:
·       Updated by Commissioner Janice Freeman and Alejandro Becerra.
 
Announcements:
      Director Stowe announced the following:
· November is a Remembrance and Reconciliation Month. An unveiling of the Remembrance and Reconciliation Historical Markers ceremony will be held on November 11, 2023, 2:00 pm at the MC County Office Building, 100 Maryland Avenue.
· Councilmember Laurie Ann Sayles will be hosting a proclamation to recognize National Stop Bullying Day in front of the Council on Wednesday, October 24, 2023, at 9:30 am.
 
Next Meeting:
·  Next monthly meeting will be held on November 27, 2023, by Zoom subject to change for Thanksgiving holiday.
Adjourned:
· The meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
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