MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
July 29, 2024
 

Meeting Minutes
 
The monthly meeting was held on Monday, July 29, 2024, at 7 pm in-person at the 1st floor Meeting Room, Rockville Public Library, 21 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20850.
  
Commissioners Present:  William England, Prof. Okianer Christian Dark, Janice Freeman, Dr. Suresh Gupta, Suzanne Lofhjelm, Dr. Rahul Jindal, and Nina Weisbroth.
Commissioners Absent: Alejandro Becerra, Candace Groudine, Rachel Breslin, Stephnie Mason, and Terry Vann.
Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, Compliance Manager Loretta Garcia, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.
Approvals:
· Meeting agenda and June meeting minutes were put on hold for approval due to lack of quorum.
 
Director’s Report:
· Director James Stowe updated the Office of Human Rights’ (OHR) response to the County Executive on the recent OIG report.
· OHR staff delivered a presentation to the Commissioners on the case processing. They explained how a case is processed from intake to determination.
· Staff’s deliberation was supported by a power point presentation.
· New Fire and Rescue Chief Corey Smedley was confirmed by the County Council.
· New BCC update: The BCC has started providing on-line training on the “Robert Rule” for all Board, Commission and Committee members.
· A 57th Anniversary of the “Open Housing Law” in Montgomery County was held on July 20, 2024. The County Executive delivered a Proclamation in observance of the anniversary.
 
Chairman’s Report:
· Retreat Planning Committee Work Group Session Report: Following suggestions were made by the Commissioners:
· Adding 2 more members to the Human Rights Commission. One member from the student community, and one member from the Commissioner Emeritus.
· Invite Montgomery County Regional Directors to the Commission meeting for briefings.
· The Human Rights Commission should hold its monthly meetings in different County Regional Centers.
· Reach out to the regional communities, listen to community members of their concerns about the human rights issues.
· Build interactive partnership with the communities through regional centers.
· Connect and build relationships with other Human Rights Agencies and FEFA of the DMV area.
· Invite other Human Rights Agencies of the DMV area to the Montgomery County Human Rights Commission meetings, and develop common programs on human rights issues.
· Human Rights Commission to work with the Commission on Remembrance and Reconciliation to observe November as a Remembrance and Reconciliation Month.
 
Announcements:
· The IAOHRA Annual Conference will be held from August 14 to 17, 2024, in St Louis, Missouri.
· The Maryland Civil Rights Commission Gala at Maryland Live will be held on August 24, 2024, at 6:30 pm at the 7002 Ann Arundel Mills Circle, Hanover, Maryland 21076. The per person ticket price is $125.00. The Office would like to have a table of 10 people. Dr. Michael Eric Dyson will be the Guest Speaker of the event. 
· Montgomery County annual 2024 Friendship Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 15, 2024, at the Wheaton Regional Park from 12 noon to 5 pm.
· There will be a special screening of “Ain’t No Back to the Merry Go Round” at the AFI theater, Silver Spring, Maryland on September 15, 2024.
· Montgomery County Bi-Annual Human Rights Hall of Fame will be held at the Black Rock Center for the Arts, in Germantown, Maryland on October 13, 2024, at 3:00 pm.
· Human Rights Diversity Youth Camp will be held from November 8 to 10, 2024 at the YMCA Camp Letts, Edgewater, Maryland. (Tentative).
Miscellaneous:
· Commissioners congratulated Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed for receiving a Lifetime Achievement Award from the US President Joseph Biden.
Next Meeting:
· Next Virtual Meeting will be held on Monday, August 26, 2024.
Adjourned:
· The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
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